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OUR  SUMMER  NUMBER. 


A  Final  Note. 
Next  week's  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  will  be 
the  Summer  number — a  big  and  beautiful  production.  We 
must  go  to  press  early  with  it,  and  the  publisher  informs  us 
that  he  will  close  his  order-book  for  displayed  advertise- 
ments on  Tuesday,  the  23rd.  This  means  that  all  firms  who 
wish  to  have  a  good  share  of  the  renewed  business  which 
will  follow  the  general  election,  and  who  have  not  yet  com- 
municated with  our  publisher,  should  without  further  delay 
prepare  their  advertisement  for  our  Summer  number.  They 
cannot  do  better  for  business,  as  the  circulation  of  the 
number  will  be  exceptional 

BOTH  AT  HOME  AND  ABROAD, 

and  its  style  in  production  and  in  interest  of  contents  will 
secure  its  immediate  perusal  and  preservation  for  reference. 
We  repeat,  orders  for  space  should  be  sent  in  to  the  publisher 
at  once  either  by  letter  or  telegraph,  preferably  the  latter,  to 
secure  good  positions. 

SMALL  ADVERTISEMENTS 

for  the  coloured  supplement  will  be  received  as  usual  up  to 
Thursday,  25th,  at  5  p.m.,  but  we  should  be  glad  to  receive 
them  earlier  in  the  week.  All  contributions  for  the  issue 
from  provincial  and  other  correspondents  should  be  sent  in 
at  once,  as  we  cannot  insert  anything  received  after  the 
midday  post  on  Wednesday. 


The  Corner  for  Students  will  appear  next  week. 

Five  cases  of  poisoning  with  carbolic  acid  are  reported 
on  p.  77. 

A  Portsmouth  chemist  has  committed  suicide  by  takirg 
prussic  acid  (p.  76). 

A  curious  action  in  respect  to  advertisements  to  be  paid 
for  in  goods  is  reported  on  p.  83. 

The  results  of  the  General  Election,  so  far  as  they  affect 
chemistry  and  pharmacy,  are  noted  on  p.  93. 

A  terrible  discovery  has  been  made  by  an  American 
investigator — viz.,  that  eggs  contain  bacteria  (p.  91). 

Correspondents  speak  up  on  behalf  of  apothecaries' 
assistants'  who  hold  poor-law  dispenserships  (p.  98). 

Mrs.  Saxlehner  has  established  in  Chancery  her  right  to 
the  trade-mark  of  the  Victoria  Bitter  Water  (p.  82). 

A  Paddington  chemist,  while  cleaning  his  shop- window, 
fell  off  the  steps,  fractured  his  skull,  and  died  (p.  76). 

C.A.M.W.A  L.  have  finally  agreed  to  the  division  of  shares, 
for  which  purpose  three  statutory  meetings  have  been  held 
(p.  94). 

A  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  been  formed  in  the 
Transvaal,  Mr.  Victor  Browne  being  the  first  President 
(p.  80). 

Dr.  A.  Edington,  the  Cape  bacteiiologist,  is  doing  im- 
portant work  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases  peculiar 
to  the  country  (p.  80). 

The  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association  have  approached 
parliamentary  candidates  by  means  of  a  circular  in  regard  to 
company-trading  in  pharmacy.  We  give  the  text  of  the 
circular  (p.  77). 

Professor  Dunstan  and  Mr.  Carr  have  studied  pseud- 
aconitine,  the  active  principle  of  Aconitine  ferox,  and  ariive 
at  conclusions  differing  in  some  respects  from  statements 
made  by  Wright  and  Luff  (p.  81). 

Lord  Stormouth  Darling  has  decided  in  favour  of  the 
London  firm  of  engineers,  who  brought  an  action  in  the 
Scotch  Court  of  Session  to  recover  payment  for  chemical 
plant  supplied  to  an  Irvine  firm  (p.  79). 

We  give  the  results  of  the  Minor  and  Major  examinations 
held  in  London  and  Elinburgh  this  month.  The  failures  in 
the  Minor  are  exceptionally  heavy  (p  81).  The  results  of 
the  Irish  examinations  are  given  on  p.  78. 

We  comment  upon  several  pharmacopoeia  topics  which 
are  raised  by  Professor  Attfield  in  his  annual  report,  showing 
what  new  principles  are  likely  to  be  introduced,  how  the 
work  of  revision  is  proceeding,  and  when  the  new  B.P.  will 
be  published  (p.  89). 

The  British  and  Foreign  Optical  Company  (Limited) 
brought  actions  against  lour  defendants  in  the  City  of 
London  Court  for  spectacles  supplied.  Mr.  Commissioner 
Kerr  found  for  the  defendant  in  one  case,  believing  that  he 
did  not  order  the  goods  at  all.  The  three  other  cases  were 
postponed  for  trial  by  jury  (p.  82). 

More  litigation  about  the  aff.iirs  of  the  Baylass  Drug 
Company  (Limited).  The  trustee,  uoder  the  individual's 
bankruptcy  sued  Messrs.  Singer  to  recover  the  value  of 
goods  alleged  to  belong  to  the  bankrupt,  bat  which  Messrs. 
Cianger  had  sold  under  an  execution  against  the  company. 
On  Justice  Vaughan  Williams's  suggestion  the  proceeds  weie 
divided  (p.  82). 

The  Birmingham  inquest  on  the  gentleman  who  died 
through  taking  a  powder  containing  strychnine,  supplied  to 
him  by  a  chemist  when  phenacetin  was  asked  for,  has  been 
concluded.  It  appeared  that  another  death  had  occuned  in 
consequence  of  the  same  error,  which  was  apparently  traced 
to  the  wholesale  firm  who  supplied  the  powder ;  but  the 
mystery  does  not  seem  to  have  been  cleared  up  (p.  86). 
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The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  will  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Sunny  Memories. 


Messrs.  Potter  &  Clarke's  emplojes  had  their  arinual 
excursion  on  Saturday  last,  when  to  the  number  of  forty 
they  went  down  to  Southend-on-Sea.  Dinner  was  provided 
at  the  Granville  Restaurant,  and  Mr.  Potter,  who  presided, 
responded  to  the  toast  of  "  The  Firm,"  proposed  by  Mr.  R.  C. 
Wren.  An  extremely  pleasant  afternoon  and  evening  were 
spent  in  driving,  boating,  &c.  OwiDg  to  the  selection  of  Mr. 
Goddard  Clarke  as  Liberal  candidate  for  Dulwich,  he  was 
unable  to  be  present. 

The  Sunderland  Chemists'  Association  had  their  second 
annual  picnic  on  July  10.  Among  those  who  joined  in  the 
trip  were  Messrs.  Fairman,  Nasbet,  Todd,  Hodgson,  Ritson, 
Milligan,  Mitchinson,  Kerse,  Walker,  Jepps,  Robinson,  and 
Bell,  and  with  these  were  a  number  of  ladies.  The  party 
went  to  Castle  Eden  Dene,  and  had  high  tea  at  the  Garden 
of  Eden.  There  were  plenty  of  pretty  places  to  explore,  and 
the  trip  seemed  to  be  a  very  pleasant  one. 

About  thirty  members  of  the  Three  Towns  and  District 
Chemists'  Association  and  their  friends  journeyed  from 
Plymouth  to  Ljdford  by  the  S.W.R.  on  Wednesday,  July  10. 
With  splendid  weather  and  a  congenial  party  a  most  plea- 
sant day  was  spent  in  visiting  the  well-known  "  Waterfall," 
and  other  points  of  interest  in  the  vicinity,  the  scenery  near 
Lydford  being  of  the  prettiest  in  Devon.  High  tea  was  pro- 
vided at  the  Manor  Hotel  at  6  30  p  m.,  after  which  toasts  to  the 
welfare  of  "  The  Association,"  "Members,"  and  "Visitors" 
were  given  and  responded  to.  A  photograph  of  the  party  was 
taken  dutiDg  the  day,  and  will  form  a  pleasant  memento  of 
the  outing.  The  trip  was  organised  by  the  secretaries,  Messrs. 
J.  Cocks  and  A.  D.  Breeze. 

A  party  of  about  a  hundred  sat  down  to  an  excellent 
dinner  at  the  Boat  House  Hotel,  at  Kew,  on  Saturday  last, 
at  the  invitation  of  Messrs.  Barnett  &  Foster,  the  well- 
known  engineers  and  makers  of  mineral-water  machinery. 
Something  like  ninety  of  these  were  employes,  and  the  rest 
were  guests.  Mr.  Blaxter,  the  present  principal,  occupied 
the  chair,  and  his  son,  who  superintends  the  "  shops,"  and 
his  son-in-law,  who  looks  after  the  counting-house,  were  on 
his  right  and  left  respectively.  The  unpremeditated  but 
very  racy  speeches  from  the  chair,  and  some  comic  songs 
provided  by  the  shop,  added  greatly  to  the  liveliness  of  the 
proceedings.  The  heat  of  the  day  having  passed,  the  men 
dispersed  to  the  enjoyments  of  the  locality,  a  large  propor- 
tion of  them  meeting  again  for  tea.  A  good  year's  business 
had  evidently  been  tackled,  and  both  masters  and  men 
seemed  satisfied. 

Fatal  Accident  to  a  Chemist. 

On  Monday,  Dr.  Danford  Thomas,  Coroner  for  Central 
London,  held  an  inquest  at  the  PaddiDgton  Coroner's  Court 
concerning  the  death  of  Atholl  Shorncliffe  Dawson,  aged 
37  years,  lately  residing  at  67  Fernhead  Road,  Paddington, 
who  died  from  the  effects  of  injuries  received  under  the 
following  circumstances.  The  evidence  showed  that  the 
deceased,  a  chemist  and  druggist  carrying  on  business  at  the 
above  address,  enjoyed  good  health.  On  Friday  morning  he 
went  outside  his  shop  for  the  purpose  of  placing  out  the 
blind  and  dusting  the  top  of  the  window,  and*  to  do  this  he 
had  to  stand  on  the  top  of  a  pair  of  steps.  Whilst  dusting 
he  endeavoured  to  reach  too  far  and  overbalanced  himself, 
and  fell  on  his  head  on  the  pavement.  He  was  picked 
up  insensible,  and  bleeding  from  the  head.  On  being 
examined  by  Dr.  Atkinson  it  was  found  that  he  had  fractured 
his  skull.  He  died  about  6  o'clock  the  same  evening.  Mr. 
Joseph  Dawson,  a  Wesleyan  minister,  of  Worthing,  father  of 


the  deceased,  who  identified  the  body,  stated  that  deceased 
was  a  bachelor,  and  that  on  Friday  he  received  a  telegram 
informing  him  of  the  accident,  but  before  he  could  arrive 
at  the  house  deceased  had  expired.  The  jury  returned  a> 
verdict  of  accidental  death. 

A  Chemist's  Advertisements. 

Messrs.  A.  Lawson  &  Son,  manufacturing  chemists,  Bootle^ 
were  sued  at  the  July  sitting  of  Hanley  County  Court  by  the 
proprietors  of  the  Staffordshire  Sentinel  for  81.  17s.  due  for 
advertisements.  The  order  was  given  by  A.  Lawson,  pro' 
M.  M.  Lawson.  Mr.  A.  Lawson,  who  now  carries  on  the 
business,  said  he  sent  the  order  for  his  wife  as  her  servant, 
and  added  that  his  wife  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  business)- 
now.  His  Honour  Judge  Jordan,  in  giving  judgment  for  th& 
plaintiffs,  said  the  defence  was  a  gross  and  impudent  fraud. 

Mineral  water  Men  in  Jersey. 

Some  thirty  members  of  the  Mineral-water  Trade  Protec- 
tion Alliance,  including  Mr.  Richard  JohDson,  J.P.,  of 
Wigan,  the  President  of  the  parent  Association,  visited1 
Jersey  last  week  for  their  quarterly  convocation,  which  was 
held  at  Bree's  Royal  Hotel  on  July  12.  On  July  13  they 
were  entertained  by  the  members  of  the  Jersey  branch,  of 
which  Mr.  C.  Baker  (ex-chemist)  is  President,  Mr.  F.  G. 
Piquet  (chemist)  Treasurer,  and  Mr.  F.  G.  de  Faye  (chemist) 
Hon.  Secretary,  at  a  "  smoker  "  at  the  British  Hotel.  A  very 
pleasant  evening  was  spent.  The  local  branch  was  well 
represented,  and  its  President,  in  a  short  but  appropriate 
speech,  welcomed  the  visitors.  Mr.  Johnson,  President  of 
the  Association,  in  returning  thanks,  expressed  himself  and 
confreres  as  very  highly  satisfied  at  the  way  in  which  the 
Jersey  branch  was  worked.  During  the  evening  excellent 
songs  were  given  by  Messrs.  Tooke,  Kingsley,  Copeland, 
Bentoun,  and  others.  Several  recitations  were  also  given, 
Mr.  W.  Burt  kindly  acted  as  pianist  during  the  evening. 

Alleged  Fraud  on  a  Chemist. 

At  the  Greenwich  Police  Court,  on  Tuesday,  Eliza  Layland 
(41),  dyer  and  cleaner,  of  Denmark  Hill,  Camberwell,  was 
charged  on  a  warrant  before  Mr.  Kennedy  with  obtaining 
3Z  7s.  6d.  by  falso  pretences  on  March  16  last,  the  moneys  of 
Mr.  Wm.  Walter  Lockyer,  chemist,  of  High  Street,  Deptford, 
with  intent  to  cheat  and  defraud  him  of  the  same.  No  evi- 
dence was  given,  and  Mr.  Kennedy  remanded  the  prisoner 
for  a  week,  agreeing  to  accept  bail  in  501.  for  her  re- appear- 
ance. 

Extension  of  Chemical-works. 

At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council, 
held  at  the  County  Hall,  Spring  Gardens,  on  Tuesday,  Sir 
Arthur  Arnold  presiding,  the  Building  Act  Committee  re- 
commended : — "  That,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  section  76 
of  the  London  Building  Act,  1894,  the  consent  of  the  Council 
be  given  to  the  erection  of  sulphuric-acid  chambers  to  exceed 
in  extent  250,000  feet,  but  not  500,000  cubic  feet,  and  to  be 
used  only  for  the  purposes  of  the  manufacture  of  sulphuric 
acid,  at  the  chemical-works,  Bow  Common  Lane,  as  shown 
by  the  plans  and  particulars  submitted  with  the  application 
of  Messrs.  W.  Pearce  &  Sons,  on  condition  that  the  whole  of 
the  work  be  carried  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  district 
surveyor  ;  and  that,  if  the  said  plans,  particulars,  or  applica- 
tion be  hereafter  found  to  be  inaccurate  in  any  respect,  the 
said  consent  shall  be  null  and  void."  The  recommendation 
was  agreed  to. 

Suicide  of  a  Chemist. 
Mr.  Harry  Foster,  a  chemist,  who  for  sixteen  years  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Portsmouth  Town  Council,  has 
committed  suicide.  Dr.  Knott,  his  medical  adviser,  having 
noticed  Mr.  Foster's  depressed  condition,  invited  him  to  go 
for  a  drive,  but  while  his  back  was  turned  Mr.  Foster 
took  down  a  bottle  containing  prusiic  acid  and  swallowed 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  contents. 

Citizen  Apothecaries. 
The  Apothecaries'  Company  give  notice  that  they  propose 
to  admit  ten  licentiates  to  the  freedom  of  the  Society  on 
payment -of  the  sum  of  281.  each.  Gentlemen  desirious  of 
availing  themselves  of  the  privilege  are  requested  to  com- 
municate with  Mr.  James  R.  Upton,  Clerk,  Apothecaries' 
Hall,  Blackfriars. 


July  20,  1895 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


77 


Chemists  and  Candidates. 

A  meeting  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association  was 
'held  at  Mason  College,  Birmingham,  on  Friday,  July  12,  the 
"President.  Mr.  R.  D.  Gibbs,  in  the  chair.  There  were  also 
present  Messrs.  Allcock,  Thompson,  Prosser,  Poole,  Wakefield, 
Winfield,  Mackenzie,  and  others. 

The  President  remarked  that  the  present  General  Election 
should  not  he  allowed  to  pa9s  by  without  an  effort  being 
made  by  the  Association  to  impress  upon  Parliamentary 
•candidates  the  injustices  and  anomalies  pharmacy  is  suffer- 
ing under.  He  thought  the  Federation  was  the  body  to 
■move  in  the  matter,  and  suggested  that  a  circular  be  drawn 
■up  and  sent  to  members  of  the  Association,  asking  them  to 
wait  upon  candidates  in  their  districts,  and  give  them  the 
■views  of  the  Association. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  the  Federation  Sjciety  was  moving  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  Allcock  thought  tha1;  the  candidatas  should  ba  ap- 
pealed to  upon  the  ground  of  higher  education  and  legal 
responsibility.  He  would  like  pharmacists  to  be  licensed  to 
practise. 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  that  Messrs.  Gibbs,  Jarvis,  and 
Prosser  be  instructed  to  draw  up  a  circular  letter  to  all 
Parliamentary  candidates  in  the  Midland  district.  This  was 
■seconded  by  Mr.  Mackerzie.  and  carried. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  circular  referred  to  :  — 

Birmingham,  July,  1895. 
Dear  Si:t, —  The  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association  desire  to  cali  your 
-attention  to  an  evil  which  is  rapidly  extending,  and  which  calls  for  the 
immediate  attention  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  hope  that  you  will  see  your 
way,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  district,  to  give  attention  to  the 
subject. 

Twenty-five  years  ago,  owing  to  the  number  of  poisoning  cases,  an  Act 
of  Parliament  was  passed  to  restrict  the  sale  of  certain  poisons  other  than 
•by  those  who  had  made  themselves  familiar  and  responsible  by  apprentice- 
ship, study,  examination,  and  registration,  and  from  that  time  till  now  the 
ipu  )lic  have  been  protected  by  its  beneficial  effects. 

The  results  produced  by  this  Act  are  much  greater  than  the  reading  of 
the  Act  would  suggest,  or  the  mere  scheduling  of  a  few  poisons.  It  has 
'localised  to  a  great  extent  the  materials  used  in  medicine,  whether  of  a 
dangerous  character  or  otherwise,  from  articles  of  food  ;  it  has  also  raised 
up  a  body  of  men  who  have  been  compelled  to  submit  themselves  to 
scientific  study  and  examination,  which  has  had  the  effect  of  destroying  to 
a  great  extent  the  commercial  or  trading  instinct,  and  substituting  therefor, 
wisely  as  we  think,  the  characteristics  of  a  profession. 

This  professional  instinct  in  regard  to  the  powerful  materials  taken  or 
u=ed  for  the  purposes  of  medicine  we  say  is  both  necessary  and  wise,  and  it 
is  because  a  change  is  rapidly  taking  place  which  is  calculated  to  destroy 
the  valuable  protection  to  the  public  which  this  Act  of  1868  conferred  that 
we  wish  to  point  out  that,  owing  to  a  defect  in  its  construction,  it  appears 
that  whereas  an  individual  may  not  conduct  the  busiuess  and  calling  of  a 
•druggist  or  pharmacist,  unless  qualified  by  examination  and  registration, 
seven  unqualified  men  under  cover  of  the  Limited  Companies  Act  can,  and 
.unfortunately  do— au  undoubted  injustice  to  qualified  men. 

Another  point  we  wish  to  press  is  that  these  seven  or  more  unqualified 
•persons  have  bought,  and  are  rapidly  buying  up  or  opening  drug-stores  all 
over  the  country,  conducted  by  managers,  probably  qualified,  but  with  no 
public  guirante?  of  the  same.  These  managers  are  men  of  straw  ;  they  lose 
omy  their  position  or  get  moved  to  any  branch  through  any  faults  or 
mistakes  they  may  make. 

Do  you  consider  this  an  equal  or  satisfactory  protection  to  the  public  ? 

If  this  principle  is  a  failure  in  the  beer  trade,  if  it  tends  to  lower  the 
character  of  the  house  and  the  quality  of  the  goods  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  public,  how  much  more,  how  many  times  more,  does  it  tend  to  the  dis- 
advantage and  danger  of  the  public  when  it  is  carried  out  in  a  calling 
where  the  public  are  less  able  to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  where  the 
highest  quality  of  work  is  not  good  enough,  and  the  greatest  safeguards 
barely  sufficient  for  the  purposes  in  view  ? 

Iu  the  hopes  of  your  giving  these  matters  your  careful  consideration, 
We  are,  yours  respectfully. 

It.  Dartox  Grens,  President. 
F.  H.  Prosser,  Treasurer. 
C.  F.  Jarvis,  Secretary. 

[We  are  informed  that  the  Hon  Secretary  has  a  few  copies 
of  this  circular  left,  and  will  be  pleased  to  send  one  to  any 
chemist  sendicg  a  stamped  envelope  ] 

Those  Poppies. 
At  an  inquest  held  at  Margate  on  July  13,  respecting  the 
^--nh  of  an  infant  15  months  old,  named  Pysden,  Dr. 
Th  i:son,  said  that  the  mo'her  had  told  him  that  the  chili 


had  been  feverish  the  day  prior  to  its  death,  and  she  gave  it 
a  teaspoonfnl  of  a  mixture  consisting  of  syrup  of  poppies  and 
syrup  of  squills,  and  another  half-teaspoonfal  in  the  evening. 
In  his  opinion  it  was  highly  dangerous  to  give  opium  to 
young  children,  and  syrup  of  poppies  was  a  foim  of  opium. 
Many  of  the  soothing-syrups  contained  opium  in  more  or 
less  indefinite  quantities.  He  would  not  say  that  the 
administration  of  this  mixture  accelerated  death,  but  it  was 
a  preparation  which  required  extreme  caution  in  giving  it  to 
a  child,  and  especially  one  suffering  from  pneumonia.  A 
veidict  of  death  from  natural  causes  was  returned. 

Carbolic-acid  Poisonings. 

A  young  woman  has  poisoned  herself  a*  Wjoi  Street 
Railway  Station,  Walthamstow,  by  taking  catholic  acid. 

A  Conservative  election  agent,  Mr.  George  Owens,  of 
Carnarvjn,  paisoned  himself  with  carbolic  acid  last  week. 
The  work  of  preparing  for  a  contest  seems  to  have  over- 
strained his  brain. 

Elizabeth  Shaw,  the  lj-yearold  child  of  a  wheelwright  at 
Warrington,  got  out  of  bed  a  few  days  ago,  and,  finding  a 
bottle  of  carbolic  acid  in  the  fireplace,  drank  some  of  it,  and 
died  in  consequence  two  days  after. 

James  Dean  (63),  a  labourer  at  Macclesfield,  when  in 
diit.k,  took  a  draught  from  a  bottle  in  his  kitchen.  It  was 
carbolic  acid,  and  had  bten  obtained  from  the  Sanitary 
Inspector's  office  for  disinfecting-purposes.  Daan  died  soon 
after. 

A  man  was  found  on  July  16  at  Haoham,  Somerset,  lying 
by  the  road  with  a  bottle  of  carbolic  acid  by  his  side  bearing 
the  label  of  a  Weston  chemist.  He  was  removed  to  thd 
infirmary  in  a  very  precarious  condition. 

Those  Erring  Boys. 

At  Whitehaven  Petty  Sessions  on  July  11,  an  errand  boy, 
named  William  Wraugham,  was  charged  with  having  stolen 
ZSs.  from  a  cash-box,  the  property  of  Mr.  Frederick  Patman, 
chemist  and  druggist,  on  July  6.  The  lad  had  been  in 
prosecutor's  employ  for  three  weeks,  and  got  his  discharge 
on  the  Saturday.  The  cash-box  was  in  a  drawer,  and  on 
Sunday  it  was  found  to  have  been  tampered  with  and  23s. 
abstracted.  The  lad  confessed  to  having  taken  the  money 
and  to  having  hidden  it.  The  Bench  dealt  with  the  lad 
under  the  First  Offenders  Act  and  bound  him  over. 

Charles  Thomas,  an  errand-boy,  was  charged  od  remand  at 
the  Hastings  Police  Court,  with  having  embezzled  several  small 
sums  of  money,  the  property  of  his  employers,  Messrs.  Eaton 
&  Squire,  chemists  and  druggists,  29  Robertson  Street, 
Hastings.  It  appeared  from  the  evidence  of  Mr.  F/ederick 
John  Cripps  Squire,  one  of  the  partners  in  the  firm,  that  the 
prisoner  had  been  in  their  employ  as  errand-boy  for  about 
five  weeks.  His  duties  were  to  take  out  medicines  and 
collect  the  money  for  same.  He  had  collected  money  in  a  large 
number  of  cases,  and  had  omitted  to  hand  some  of  it  over  to 
his  employers.  He  only  wished  to  prosecute  him  for  one 
offence.  Evidence  of  one  case  was  given,  and  the  prisoner 
pleaded  guilty,  stating  that  he  had  been  led  away  by  another 
errand-boy  in  the  employ  of  prosecutors,  named  Mark  Gates. 
This  boy  was  charged  with  similar  offences.  Evidence  was 
given,  but  Gates  pleaded  not  guilty.  The  Chief  Constable 
stated  that  in  July  last  year  the  prisoner  was  charged  with 
breaking  into  a  chapel  and  stealing  money  from  the  con- 
tribution-boxes. After  the  Chairman  had  reprimanded  the 
prisoners  severely  for  their  foolish  conduct,  he  sentenced 
Thomas  tj  receive  six  strokes  with  the  birch  rod,  and  Gates 
was  sent  to  prison  for  one  month  with  hard  labour. 

Chemists  at  Cricket. 

On  Saturday,  July  13,  the  return  match  was  played  at 
Balham  between  Barron  Harvey's  Cricket  Club  and  Wright, 
Layman  &  Urflney's  Cricket  Club.  B.H.C.C.  batted  first,  and, 
having  made  101  for  five  wickets  (A.  Halson  21,  L.  Halson 
35,  H.  Hebdon  29  not  out),  declared  their  inniogs  closed, 
and  then  disposed  of  the  W.L.U.C.C.  men  for  42,  of  which 
Mr.  R.  Umney  contributed  13.  Mr.  A.  Halson  took  five 
wickets  for  13  runs,  and  Mr.  G.  A.  Grant  four  wickets  for 
20  runs. 
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The  Editor  is  obliged  to  correspondents  who 
send  local  newspapers  containing  items 
of  interest  to  the  trade.  He  will  be 
further  obliged  if  such  paragraphs  be 
marked  in  all  cases. 


Chemist-soapmaker. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Edgar,  chemist  of  Newry,  has  commenced  to 
manufacture  an  extract  of  soap  and  a  dry-soap,  which  are 
well  spoken  of. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 
At  the  examinations  for  the  qualification  of  registered 
druggist,  held  at  Dublin  and  Belfast,  seven  candidates 
presented  themselves,  of  whom  the  following  five  passed  :— 
Messrs.  R.  B.  Alexander,  F.  Gilmore,  J.  Gray,  W.  J. 
McKinney,  and  J.  Mortimer. 

At  the  examinations  for  the  licence  to  act  as  a  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  held  on  July  10,  11, 12.  and  13,  the  following 
pissed: — Messrs.  W.J.  Dun  woody,  J.  Johnston,  J.  E.  Levis, 

G.  B.  Graham,  J.  Beatty,  J.  Ewing,  D.  L.  Kitkpatrick,  J.  A. 
Stewart,  (D.  S.  Bennett,  J.  T.  Chamberlain,  equal),  H.  C. 
Mejrick,  W.  J.  Healy,  A.  J.  O'Shea,  S.  Bredin,  J.  F.  Jessop, 

H.  F.  L.  Wilson,  and  G.  Robinson.  Nine  candidates  were 
rejected. 

An  Apothecary  Commoner. 

Dr.  Joseph  E.  Kenny,  apothecary,  Dublin,  has  been  re- 
turned unopposed  for  the  Parliamentary  representation  of 
the  College  Green  division,  Ireland. 

Good  Sir  George. 

Sir  George  B.  Owens,  ex-pharmaceutical  councillor, 
Dublin,  speaking  last  week  at  the  South  City  Union,  said  he 
neither  smoked,  snuffed,  nor  "  chawed,"  and  he  was  not, 
therefore,  interested  in  discussions  about  tobacco  for  the 
inmates. 

Arsenic  on  the  Increase. 

The  Belfast  Harbour  Commissioners  report,  amongst  other 
things,  that  8  tons  of  arsenic  arrived  at  the  port  during  the 
last  year,  against  something  under  1  ton  for  the  preceding 
twelve  months. 

Mr.  Madders,  L.A.H.,  apothecary  to  the  South  Dublin 
Union,  has  been  granted  an  increase  of  salary  of  101.  per 
annum. 

Fire. 

At  Dublin,  last  week,  a  destructive  fire  broke  out  on  the 
premises  of  Messrs.  Corcoran,  surgical  and  medical  appliance 
makers,  Stephen's  Green.  The  damage,  which  is  consider- 
able, is  only  partly  covered  by  insurance.  The  cause  of  the 
fire  is  unknown. 

Death  of  a  Nonagenarian. 

The  death  occurred,  on  July  10,  at  his  residence,  Gold- 
smith Terrace,  of  Mr.  Stephen  Raverty,  L  A.H.,  proprietor  of 
Raverty's  Medical  Hall,  Main  Street,  Bray.  Dr.  Raverty 
was  the  oldest  apothecary  in  the  town,  and  had  been  in 
business  during  the  past  sixty-three  years.  He  was  the 
first  commissioner  appointed  on  the  formation  of  the  town. 

A  Dictionary  of  Dublin. 
Dr.  E.  MacDowel  Cosgrave,  L.A.H.,  and  examiner  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  has  issued  a  neat  and 
comprehensive  guide  to  Dublin  and  its  neighbourhood, 
illustrated  by  numerous  photographs.  The  "  Dictionary  " 
promises  to  have  an  extended  circulation. 

Selah ! 

Dr.  Alexander  Gordon,  apothecary  and  pharmacist,  was 
last  week  presented  by  the  Dublin  Hebrew  Society  with  an 
aidress  and  a  massive  gold  medallion  in  recognition  of  the 


services  he  has  for  many  years  past  rendered  to  the  Society, 
of  which  he  is  an  officer. 

Adulterated  Linseed- meal. 
Last  week,  at  Lurgan,  Mr.  James  Gillespie,  drug  and 
general  merchant,  was  summoned  before  the  local  Magis- 
trates for  alleged  breach  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  in  that 
he  sold  a  quantity  of  linseed-meal  which  was  not  of  the 
nature  and  substance  demanded,  and  which,  on  examina- 
tion, was  discovered  to  be  adulterated  with  30  per  cent,  of 
foreign  matter.  Evidence  was  given  that  the  linseed-meal! 
was  purchased  as  such,  and  the  sale  was  admitted.  De- 
fendant pleaded  that  the  article  complained  of  was  known 
in  the  drug-trade  as  linseed-meal  cake — a  substance 
generally  used  for  feeding  cattle  and  for  poulticing  sores, 
&c.  He  was  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the  meal  came  within 
the  scope  of  the  Act  under  which  the  summons  was  brought. 
It  was  a  boy  in  his  shop  who  sold  the  linseed- cake.  Pure 
linseed-meal  would  cost  three  times  as  much  as  the  pro- 
secutor paid.    The  defendant  was  fined  6d.,  and  Is.  costs. 

The  Inventor  of  Soda-water. 
The  following  is  a  business-card  issued  by  a  predecessor 
of  Messrs.  A.  &  R.  Thwaites  &  Co.  (Limited),  Mr.  Augustine 
Thwaites,  Dublin,  who,  it  is  claimed,  was  the  inventor  of 
soda-water : — 

AUGUSTINE  THWAITES,  JuN, 
APOTHEOABY. 
Informs  his  friends  &  those  who  have  hitherto  honoured  him 
with  business  that  his  ill  state  of  health  makes  it  necessary  for 
him  to  visit  the  Continent  for  a  short  time 

During  his  absence  his  business  will  be  conducted  with  the 
greatest  care,  by  able  assistants,  &  the  constant  presence  of 
his  Father.  The  out-business  will  be  conducted  by  a  Gentle- 
man of  experience,  &  approved  ability. 

The  usual  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  Preparation  of 
Mineral  Waters. 

40  Marlborough  Street, 

Feb.  24, 1802. 

Irish  Pharmaceutical  Chemists'  Assistants'  Society. 
At  Dublin,  recently,  a  number  of  pharmaceutical  chemists' 
assistants  met  to  organise  an  assistants'  association  in 
the  city.  After  discussion,  a  provisional  committee  was 
formed,  with  power  to  add  to  their  number,  to  prepare  a 
draft  circular-letter,  inviting  all  eligible  members  of  the 
trade  to  join  the  new  Society.  The  circular  was  accordingly 
drawn  up,  and  approved  by  the  provisional  committee.  As 
the  outcome,  a  special  meeting  of  the  trade  is  to  be  held  in 
the  XL  Cafe,  84  Grafton  Street,  Dublin,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  July  24,  at  8  p.m.  All  chemists  and  chemists' 
assistants,  we  understand,  are  invited. 
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A  Botanical  Night. 
The  second  summer  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh  Chemists', 
Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association  was  held  at  36  York 
Place  on  Monday  evening.  There  was  a  good  attendance. 
Plants  had  been  sent  from  Kyles-of-Bute,  St.  Mary's  Loch, 
Eddleston,  Blackford  Hill,  Craigcrook,  and  Inveresk,  and 
there  was  a  large  quantity  of  material  for  the  practical 
demonstration.  Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie  spoke  on  "How  to  Name 
a  Plant "  and  "  Inflorescences,"  and  Mr.  Hill  pointed  out 
some  of  the  more  interesting  specimens— a  peculiar  fasciated 
capitulum  Of  Matricaria  inodora  and  a  robin  redbreast's 
pincushion,  produced  by  the  puncture  of  Bhoditis  rosm  on 
the  branch  of  Rosa  canina,  being  amongst  them. 
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The  Chemical-plant  Litigation. 

In  the  Court  of  Session,  Lord  Stormouth  Darling  has  given 
judgment  in  the  action  and  counter-action  between  George 
Scott  &  Son,  engineers,  London  and  Liverpool,  and  Walker 
&  Co.,  chemical- manufacturers,  Irvine.  Scott  &  Co.  sued  for 
the  second,  third,  and  fourth  instalments  of  1.900Z.,  the  price 
of  evaporating-plants  which  they  had  contracted  to  supply 
to  Walker  &  Co.,  and  Walker  &  Co.  made  a  claim  for  about 
1,400^.,  including  sums  of  601.  and  301.,  as  the  price  of 
jointing  and  non-conducting  composition  which  they  alleged 
should  have  been  supplied  by  Scott  &  Son,  and  the  labour  of 
drilling  holes  in  part  of  the  plant,  the  remainder  being  a 
sum  as  damages  for  alleged  delay  in  completing  the  con- 
tract. Lord  Stormouth  Darling  gave  decree  in  favour  of 
Scott  &  Son  for  the  instalments,  and  gave  them  absolvitor 
in  the  action  against  them  by  Walker  &  Co.  His  Lordship 
found  that  Messrs.  Scott  engaged  to  supply  evaporating- 
plant  in  Messrs.  Walker's  caustic-soda  works  at  Irvine  in 
March,  1894,  and  the  plant  was  in  full  working  order  at  the 
end  of  September  following.  It  proved  a  complete  success. 
Its  main  object  was  to  economise  fuel,  and  that  object  had 
been  attained.  With  reference  to  the  action  by  Messrs. 
Walker,  his  Lordship  said  that  according  to  the  contract 
the  plant  was  to  be  capable,  along  with  Messrs.  Walker's 
boiler,  of  evaporating  a  certain  amount  of  water  per 
week,  with  the  result  that  a  concentrated  liquor 
was  to  be  delivered  at  110°  Twaddle.  Taking  the 
letters  of  the  parties  together  they  formed  a  stipulation  that 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  if  the  plant  proved  a  failure, 
Messrs.  Saott  were  to  be  bound  to  remove  it ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  were  to  have  every  opportunity  within  the 
twelve  months  of  making  any  alteration  or  addition  which 
would  enable  it  to  prove  a  success.  As  to  which  of  the 
parties  was  to  supply  certain  material,  it  was  impossible  to 
lay  down  a  general  rule ;  but  Messrs  Walker  had  not  proved 
to  his  satisfaction  that  the  charges  referred  to  were  im- 
properly thrown  upon  them,  and  they  might  have  avoided 
all  misunderstanding  if  they  had  made  some  inquiry  at  the 
outset.  As  to  the  claim  for  work  done,  he  did  not  see  there 
was  any  ground  for  that.  On  the  head  of  damages  for 
delay,  his  Lordship  said  Messrs.  Scott  had  no  interest  to 
delay  supplying  the  plant.  Their  sanguine  expectation  of 
being  able  to  supply  it  in  ten  weeks  was  not  quite  realised, 
but  it  was  exceeded  by  so  comparatively  short  a  period  that 
he  was  unable  to  find  any  ground  in  a  question  of  unreason- 
able delay  for  awarding  damages.  With  regard  to  the 
alleged  delay  in  the  starting  of  the  plant  after  it  was 
erected,  his  Lordship  held  that  this  was  caused  by  Messrs. 
Walker  wishing  to  have  some  of  the  material  worked  off 
before  the  plant  was  fully  ready.  On  the  wnole  case,  he 
found  in  favour  of  Messrs.  Scott. 

Personal. 

Mr.  John  Mandall  Coates,  son  of  Mr.  Joseph  Coates,  Scotch 
representative  for  Messrs.  Kaimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  Edinburgh, 
has  just  passed  the  final  examination  for  M  B.,  CM.,  Edin! 
Young  Coates  has  not  yet  reached  his  majority,  but 
he  will  before  the  capping  in  August.  Such  early  qualifica- 
tion is  exceptional. 

Mr.  E.  S.  Carrie,  chemist  and  druggist,  Murraygate, 
Dundee,  has  been  compelled  to  give  up  the  business  which 
he  bought  from  Mr.  David  Mackay  a  short  time  ago.  The 
cutting  principle  was  not  a  success.  The  stock  and  fittings 
are  being  disposed  of  privately,  and  are  likely  to  be  used  for 
a  new  venture  in  another  part  of  the  town. 


Jfrencb  IRews, 


Acetylene.— Le  Temps,  ever  on  the  hunt  for  things  that 
will  interest  the  laity,  gave  a  column  last  Saturday  to  acety- 
lene. Starting  with  Moissan's  diamond  research,  which  led 
to  the  production  of  calcium  carbide  in  the  electric  furnace, 
the  writer  tells  in  a  facetious  way  the  properties  of 
acetylene,  mentioning  that  Berthellot  hopes  to  make  alcohol 
at  20  centimes  a  litre,  starting  from  acetylene.  "  What  a 
prospect  for  drunkards  !  How  painful  the  event  would  be 
to  their  enemies  the  hygienists,  who  are  so  busy  at  this 
moment  with  the  reform  of  liquors  !  " 


Apropos  of  Nightlights. — The  prop-iefors  of  the  well- 
known  "Jennet  "  nightlights,  which,  sine-  1838,  have  enjoyed 
popularity  in  France,  have  from  time  to  <.ime  had  to  protect 
themselves  from  imitators.  They  have  just  wen  another 
case  against  a  M.  Jennet,  who,  profiting  by  the  similarity  of 
name,  manufactured  nightlights  and  imitated  the  "  Jennet  '" 
trade- mark.  Jennet  was  ordered  to  pay  the  costs  of  the 
case  and  advertise  the  decision  in  the  newspapers,  while 
in  future  he  will  have  to  use  a  trade-mark  of  his  own. 

Military  Service  of  Pharmacists. — The  pharmacy 
students  have  long  laboured  under  the  injustice  of  being 
compelled  to  complete  their  full  term  of  military  serviccs 
while  their  confreres,  the  medical  students,  oi^y  have  one- 
year's  soldiering.  This  matter  has  been  vigorously  taken  up 
by  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy  and  the  CounciL  of  the  - 
Syndical  Chamber  of  Paris  Pharmacists,  and  the  Senate  has 
just  confirmed  the  decision  of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies 
that  henceforth  the  two  branches  of  the  healing  art  shall  be 
put  on  an  equal  footing — viz.,  give  a  year's  service. 

"Maternal"  Milk. — At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Thera- 
peutic Society,  the  chairman,  M.  Weber,  presented  a  sample 
of  the  "  decaseined,"  or  "  maternal "  milk,  prepared  by 
the  process  recommended  by  Dr.  Gaertner,  of  Vienna.  Cow's 
milk  being  placed,  with  a  certain  quantity  of  water  (this 
quantity  varies  according  to  the  percentage  of  caseine  in  the 
milk,  in  some  cases  the  water  may  amount  to  50  per  cent  ), 
in  a  "  centrifugal  skimmer,"  the  action  of  which  separates 
the  milk  into  two  parts — (1)  whey  containing  surplus  caseine, 
and  (2)  "  maternal  "  milk,  which  is  sweeter  than  cow's  milk. 
M.  Weber  remarked  that  after  the  churning  process,  a  residue 
or  sediment  remained  in  the  apparatus,  composed  of  bairs; 
dust,  small  particles  of  manure,  &c.  Given  to  pigs  the  residue 
caused  death.  Their  elimination  from  the  milk,  therefore, 
forms  a  by  no  means  unimportant  advantage  of  the  centri- 
fugal operation  described. 

Action  of  Digitalin  on  ths  Heart. — M.  Francois 
Franck  has  communicated  a  paper  to  the  Academy  of 
Medicine  upon  this  subject.  The  paper  consists  largely  si  » 
review  of  previous  records  ;  but  M.  Franck  has  made  a  careful 
physiological  research,  and  has  also  made  many  clinical  ex- 
periments, the  results  being  embodied  in  his  paper.  The 
concluding  part  is  that  which  most  interests  pharmacists,  as 
M.  Franck  makes  a  comparison  of  the  activity  of  official! 
preparations  of  digitalis  leaves,  and  the  v?*rious  digitalines 
As  the  result  of  his  research,  he  shows  that  infusion  of. 
digitalis  is  even  more  active  than  is  generally  believed 
1  gramme  being  equal  to  3  or  4  millegrammes  of  crystallised 
digitalin.  He  also  states  that  German  digitoxin,  which  is  gives 
in  larger  doses  than  digitalin  on  the  supposition  that  it  is 
less  powerful,  is  really  three  or  four  times  more  poisonous  than 
French  crystallised  digitalin. 

Colour  photography.— Professor  Cornu,  of  the  6co."e 
Polytechnique,  read  a  paper  before  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
last  week  on  the  theory  of  perception  of  colours  by  the. 
retina,  which  has  a  bearing  upon  colour-photography.  The 
author  of  this  paper  is  M.  Georges  Darzens,  laDoratory- 
assistant  to  Professor  Grimaux,  whose  researches  on  ptomaines 
are  well-known.  His  theory  seems  to  have  been  suggested 
by  a  study  of  Lippmann  and  Wiener's  recent  discoveries  in 
connection  with  colour-photography,  and  he  has  designs  in 
the  same  direction.  "  I  propose,"  said  M.  Darzens  to  an  in- 
terviewer, "to  place  behind  the  sensitive  plate,  during 
exposure,  a  mirror  of  mercury.  The  coloured  rays  reflected 
by  the  mirror  act  on  the  silver  salts  of  the  sensitive 
plate,  following  a  series  of  superposed  layers  which  reflect 
in  their  turn  the  same  colours  as  those  by  which  they 
were  produced.  It  is  a  purely  mathematical  phenomenon, 
the  '  luminous  interferences  '  of  Fresnel,  or,  more  exactly, 
the  '  stationary  waves  of  light.'  You  know  that  the  nervous 
tissue  of  the  retina  under  the  microscope  is  wonderfclly  like 
M.  Lippmann's  invention,"  and  M.  Darzens  pointed  out  the- 
brilliant  "  colour-layer  "  in  the  retina  of  an  ox,  and  explained 
its  purpose.  "  I  cannot  go  into  all  the  scientific  details 
resulting  from  my  theory,"  added  he  ;  "  but  you  will  under- 
stand that  whereas  modern  photographs  give  a  black-and- 
white  image,  similar  to  that  produced  on  the  retina  of  a 
colour-blind  person,  our  aim  would  be  to  produce  a  coloured 
picture  in  the  natural  tones,  the  same  as  is  produced  am  the 
healthy  normal  retina."  ■  {  ■ 
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German  Chemical-factories  and  Insurance — The 
Union  of  Chemical  Industry  in  Germany,  according  to  its 
annual  report  just  issued,  embraced,  at  the  end  of  1891, 
5,758  factories,  and  110,348  persons  insured.  The  total 
amount  of  wages  paid  by  members  of  the  Union  to  their 
employes  was  98,621,507m ,  or  nearly  5,000,000Z  The 
average  annual  contribution  to  the  funds  of  the  Union  for 
each  person  insured  was  12.54m.,  or  about  12s  6d. ;  5,261 
claims  for  injuries  were  made,  and  854,148m.  (42,7072 )  paid 
out  as  compensation. 

The  Aniline-dye  Factory  of  Leopold  Casella  &  Co  ,  in 
•Frankfort,  recently  celebrated  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary 
•of  its  foundation.  In  commemoration  of  this  event  the 
directors  made  two  donations  of  10,0002.  each  towards 
establishing  pension-funds  for  the  clerical  staff  and  the 
workmen  respectively,  while  they  also  subscribed  a  liberal 
■amount  for  the  foundation  of  a  savings  bank  in  connection 
with  the  works.  Money  put  into  the  savings  bank  by  the 
employes  of  the  firm  will  bear  a  higher  rate  of  interest 
than  that  allowed  by  the  National  SaviDgs  Bank. 

More  Shops  than  Pharmacists — A  unique  state  of 
pharmaceutical  things  appears  to  prevail  in  the  province  and 
city  of  Buenos  Ayres.  In  that  district,  according  to  official 
returns,  there  are  205  chemists'  shops,  but  only  106  qualified 
pharmacists.  Of  the  99  pharmacies  in  excess  of  the  number 
of  men  qualified  to  conduct  them,  49  belong  to  convents  or 
other  institutions  not  amenable  to  the  pharmacy  law,  the 
remaining  50  are  not  accounted  for,  and  are  supposed  either 
to  be  conducted  by  qualified  men  as  branch  shops,  or  to  be 
"  savage  "  pharmacies.  In  either  case  they  are  illegal,  but 
no  attempt  seems  to  be  made  to  put  them  down. 

Women  and  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  Austria. 
— In  a  recent  sitting  of  the  Budget  Committee  of  the 
.Austrian  Chamber  of  Deputies,  a  petition  was  read  from 
IBaroness  Gabriele  Possaner,  a  lady-doctor  in  Switzerland, 
asking  that  she  might  be  allowed  to  practice  medicine 
in  Austria.  The  Baroness  is  a  native  of  Vienna,  and 
took  her  degree  at  Zurich.  The  petition,  however,  was 
rejected.  Upon  the  report  of  the  Budget  Committee  being 
considered  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  this  petition 
was  made  the  ground  of  an  attack  upon  the  Government  by 
some  members  favourable  to  the  admission  of  women  to  the 
medical  profession,  with  the  result  that  the  House  ultimately 
decided  to  send  back  the  petition  to  the  Committee  for 
reconsideration.  The  debate  resolved  itself  into  a  general 
discussion  on  the  admission  of  women  to  all  the  faculties 
of  ths  universities  in  Austria,  and,  upon  the  whole,  the 
feeliug  of  the  House  seemed  to  be  strongly  in  favour  of  this 
.  movement. 

Illinois  Pharmacy  Law. — A  Bill  to  regulate  the  prac- 
tice of  pharmacy  in  the  State  of  Illinois  has  just  passed  the 
Legislature,  and  became  law  on  July  1.  Mr.  Albert  E.  Ebert 
states  that  it  will  benefit  the  commercial  and  professional 
status  of  the  drug -business  in  Illinois.  The  law  provides 
that  no  one  but  a  registered  pharmacist  can  conduct  a 
pharmacy  ;  that  all  drugs,  medicines,  and  poisons  must  be 
sold  hi  a  store  conducted  by  a  registered  pharmacist,  whose 
nam  3  must  be  over  the  door  and  on  the  labels.  The  law 
prevents  the  wholesale  druggist  from  retailing  drugs,  medi- 
cines, and  poisons,  and  gives  to  the  registered  pharmacist 
and  his  assistants  permission  to  recommend  medicines  to 
customers.  The  apprentice  is  recognised  under  the  law,  and 
he  must  show  before  commencing  apprenticeship  that  he  is 
improperly  educated.  Provision  is  made  under  the  Act  for  the 
asale  of  proprietary  and  domestic  remedies  in  districts  where 
Share  are  no  registered  drug-stores. 

Tbansvaal  Pharmacists  Organise. — The  chemists  of 
the  South  African  Republic  (Transvaal)  have  been  trying  for 
tome  time  to  form  themselves  into  a  society.  Mr.  E  J. 
Adcock  (of  Jolly  &  Adcock,  Johannesburg)  has  done  good 
service  in  the  matter,  having  enlisted  the  support  of  the 
leading  chemists  in  Johannesburg  and  Pretoria.  The  neces- 
sity of  combination  among  the  chemists  was  accentuated  by 
the  fact  that  the  Transvaal  Government  have  lately  decided 
jSo  put  into  operation  an  Act  passed  in  1886  for  controlling 


the  sale  of  poisons,  and  a  well-attended  meeting  of  chemists 
was  held  on  June  5  at  Johannesburg  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion. Mr.  E.  J.  Adcock  was  voted  to  the  chair,  and  there 
were  also  present  Messrs.  F.  G  Turner.  V.  Brown  (B.  G. 
Lennon  &  Co.),  Gordon  (Loewenstein  &  Co.),  J.  Simpson,  T. 
W.  Dukes  (Petersen  &  Co.),  A.  F.  Schneider,  Dinwoodie 
(Gerschung  &  Miller),  J.  Heymann  and  W.  von  Klonowski 
(Krugersdorp).  It  was  unanimously  resolved  to  form  a 
pharmaceutical  society,  and  a  provisional  committee  was 
elected. — The  first  meetiDg  of  the  newly-constituted 
Society  was  held  in  the  Gold  Fields  Hotel,  Johannes- 
burg, on  Sunday  afternoon,  June  16.  Mr.  Victor  Browne 
was  in  the  chair,  and  there  were  also  present :  Messrs. 
H.  Trembath,  J.  H.  Dinwoodie,  Rennie,  Schreider,  W.  von 
Klonowski,  R.  Batters,  Simpson,  Adcock,  Dring,  Kidd, 
Lucraft,  and  Griffiths.  The  principal  business  in  hand 
was  in  connection  with  the  new  concept  law,  which  was 
fully  discussed,  and  several  important  amendments  were 
suggested.  Mr.  Victor  Browne  (of  B.  G.  Lennon  &  Co  )  was 
then  unanimously  elected  President  of  the  Society  for 
1895-96,  and  the  following  were  elected  members  of  the 
committee:  Messrs.  H.  Trembath,  Peacock,  R  Batters,  W. 
von  Klonowski,  and  E.  J.  Adcock,  with  power  to  appoint  a 
secretary. 

The  Cape  Colony  Bacteriological  Institute. — The 
report  of  Dr.  A.  Edington,  Director  of  the  Colonial  Bacterio- 
logical Institute  for  1894,  has  been  laid  before  the  Cape  Parlia- 
ment. The  doctor  states  that  during  the  year  investigations 
had  been  continued  into  the  nature  of  the  malady  known  as 
horse-sickness,  aad  appends  to  his  report  an  account  which 
embodies,  practically,  all  our  present  knowledge  of  the 
subject.  During  the  year  the  manufacture  of  vaccine  lymph 
for  small-pox  has  gone  on  steadily,  and  the  recent  epidemic 
caused  it  to  be  demanded  in  enormous  quantities.  The 
quautity  of  lymph  sent  oat  during  the  year  amounted 
to  146,344  tubes,  of  a  gross  value  of  8,2172.  10s  Daring  the 
same  period  3,232  tabes  and  62  needles  of  lung- sickness 
virus  were  sent  out,  of  a  gross  value  of  2062  13s.  Experiments 
were  being  made  with  a  view  to  the  isolation  of  the  microbe 
of  lung-sickness,  and  the  production  of  a  cultivated  vaccine, 
and  Dr.  Edington  has  hopes  that  in  the  near  future  these 
may  be  successful.  Only  one  case  of  rabies  has  been  reported, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  disease  was  stamped  out  in  South 
Africa.  Daring  the  late  epidemic  of  small-pox  nearly  2,000 
persons  were  vaccinated  at  the  institution.  It  was  intended 
during  the  year  to  start  manufacturing  antitoxin  for  the 
cure  of  diphtheria,  mallein  for  the  diagnosis  of  glanders,  and 
vaccine  for  "  spoDziekte."  The  disease  known  as  liver  sickness 
amongst  calves  was  now  being  investigated,  and  Dr.  Edington 
hopes  soon  to  be  able  to  make  a  provisional  report. 

Fatal  Poisoning-case  in  Germany. — A  singular  poison- 
ing-case has  occurred  in  the  glassworks  of  the  firm  of 
Siemens,  in  Dresden.  The  hands  in  that  factory  were  in  the 
habit  of  taking,  by  way  of  refreshment,  a  certain  preparation 
known  aa  "  double  bitter-essence,"  which  was  kept  by  the 
foreman,  who  had  purchased  it  for  years  from  one  and 
the  same  druggist  in  the  town.  Recently  some  of  the  hands 
asked  for  their  accustomed  refreshment  at  midnight,  and 
were  supplied  with  the  drops  by  the  porter,  and  not.  accord- 
ing to  the  rule  of  the  factory,  by  the  foreman.  Of  four  men 
who  drank  of  the  potion  two  died  almost  immediately  from 
poisoning,  the  two  others  being  saved  by  timely  swallowing 
water  and  milk  as  an  antidote.  Singularly  enough,  neither 
the  foreman  nor  the  druggist,  who  subsequently  tasted  of  the 
same  drops,  experienced  any  inconvenience.  The  porter  and 
the  druggist's  assistant  who  supplied  the  drop3  have  been 
arrested.  It  has  since  transpired  that  the  drops,  of 
which  the  administration  caused  the  death  of  one  of 
the  factory  hands,  were  prepared  in  the  factory  of  the 
well-known  drug-firm  of  Gehe  &  Co.,  in  Dresden.  Messrs. 
Gehe  &  Co.  explain  that  the  error  arose  through  one  of  their 
chemists  labelling  with  the  Latin  name  of  Tinctura  amara, 
a  preparation  of  the  French  Codex  known  as  Gouttes  ameres 
de  Baume  (prepared  from  St.  Ignatius  beans,  the  active 
principle  of  which  is  strychnice),  and  omitting  to  provide 
it  with  the  poison-label  When  the  diuggist  who  supplied 
the  drops -to  the  factory  sent  an  order  for  5  kilos,  of  "  bitter 
drops  "  he  was  supplied  with  this  preparation  instead  of  the 
Ttnctura  amara  of  the  P  G  III.  which  be  really  required. 
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JULY  EXAMINATIONS. 

We  have  received  from  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  the  following  list  of  candidates 
who  were  granted  certificates  at  the  July  meetiDg  of  the 
Board  of  Examiners  for  England  and  Wales  : — 

Major  Examination. 


Candidates  examined  . . 

  49 

„  failed 

  26 

„       passed       . . 

  23 

Armbrecht,  Ernest  L.  N. 

Jones,  William  Miall 

Armdtage,  Thomas 

Lilly,  Arthur 

Bastow,  Sidney 

Marsh,  Albert 

Blissett,  Francis  Homan 

Marshall,  Gervas  G. 

Breese,  John  Soley 

Maunder,  William  Henry 

Brown,  Harold 

Morgan,  Henry  Brunt 

Burn,  James  Robert 

Nail,  Walter 

Daniels,  Frederic  William 

Read,  Harold  M. 

Dawson,  Henry  Gray  W. 

Tully,  Fred  Herman 

Forster,  Horace  B.  W. 

Welsh,  John 

Fraser,  Henry 

Young,  James  C. 

Innes,  James 

Minor  Examination. 

Candidates  examined  . . 

  229 

„  failed 

  176 

„  passed 

  53 

Ayre,  Harry 

Jones,  David  Pryce 

Bamford,  Thomas 

Jones,  Francis  C. 

Barlow,  Samuel 

Jones,  John  Daniel 

Bowness,  Samuel  Wesley 

Lee,  Harry  Lancelot 

Broad,  Herbert  Charles 

Lloyd,  John  Ambrose 

Brooks,  Charles 

Marsh,  Frederick  William 

Burgess,  Frederick  William 

Martin,  Henry  Arthur 

Cherry,  Frederick 

Metcalfe,  William  Edward 

Coppock,  Bernard 

Morris,  Bertram  Locker 

Curtis,  Joseph  Levi 

Nieol,  James 

Cuthbertson,  Thomas  HI, 

Palmer,  Ernest 

Davies,  William 

Racine,  Frank  Gerald 

Davis,  Sidney 

Roberts,  Joseph 

Dexter,  Bertie 

Rowe,  John  Westaway 

Dyson,  Thomas  Hatfield 

Savill,  William  Arthur 

Edwards,  William  Howard 

Scurlock,  David 

Exon,  Frank  Herbert 

Stedman,  Charles  Richard 

Fisher,  John  Little 

Towan,  Frederick  William 

Fletcher,  John  G. 

Tunbridge,  Fras.  Fredk.  A. 

Fletcher,  Samuel  T. 

Walker,  Albert  Storrs 

Francis,  Thomas 

Walker,  John  Robert 

Fuge,  Dingley  P. 

Warren,  Evan  Mayo 

Gould,  Charles  N. 

Weight,  Samuel  Thomas  Ford 

Hall,  Howard  E. 

Wild,  George  Herbert 

James,  Clarence  H. 

Williams,  John 

James,  Frederick 

Woolman,  Thomas 

Jealous,  Bernard 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  for  Scotland 
concluded  on  July  11  at  Edinburgh,  the  following  passed : — 

Major  Examination. 
Braddock,  William,  Oldham  |    McKellar,  Arthur,  Glasgow 

Minor  Examination. 


Aitken,  Robert,  Edinburgh 
Bagnall,  Percy,  Ashton-under-Lyne 
Barker,  John  Faulkner,  Lancaster 
Beanland,  Sam  P.  G.,  Manchester 
Bell,  Robert  A.,  Edinburgh 
Buckley,  James  A.,  Manchester 
Burch,  Libbis  Napier,  Manchester 
Caldwell,  John,  Kirkintilloch 
Carr,  James  A.,  Manchester 
Chamberlain,  Mary  H.,  Warrington 
Clitherow,  Herbert  G.,  Edinburgh 
Crosdale,  Robert  Morgan,  Oldham 


Davies,  Daniel,  Hereford 
Den  wood,  George  D.,  Morpeth 
Dickins,  Frederick,  Sheffield 
Dodge,  Morten,  Flixton 
Dorran,  James  Wm.,  Manchester 
Fletcher,  Charles  S.,  Manchester 
Forrester,  Thomas,  Edinburgh 
Fuge,  Walter  Thomas,  Manchester 
Gray,  Matthew,  Glasgow- 
Hammond,  Wm.  H.,  Liverpool 
Hirst,  Thomas,  Joppa 
Ho  ward,  Alfred,  Hyde 


Huband,  George  T.,  Manchester 
Jones,  Thomas,  Seacombe 
Judge,  Joe,  Manchester 
Laidlaw,  Daniel  McG.,  Edinburgh 
Lucas,  Harry,  Manchester 
Mackenzie,  John  M.,  Edinburgh 
McNaughton,  D.  E.  F.,  Edinburgh 
Main,  Alexander,  Edinburgh 
Mitchell,  George  A.,  Glasgow 
Moat,  Henry,  Newcastle 
Murray,  Wm ,  Edinburgh 
Nicolson,  David  W.,  Edinburgh 
Paton,  Robert  A.,  Prestwick 
Pearson,  Benjamin,  Edinburgh 
Pigg,  Joseph,  Newcastle 
Powell,  Wm.  Geo.,  Manchester 
Priestley,  John  Andrew,  Edinburgh 
Rattray,  David  Smith,  Edinburgh 
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Reid,  John  Kerr,  Glasgow 
Reid,  John  Loudon,  Edinburgh 
Riddell,  Wm.,  Aberdeen 
Roberts,  Wm.,  Denton 
Round,  Wm.  Henry,  Edinburgh 
Sawyer,  Robert  B.,  Manchester 
Sbaud,  Alexander,  Edinburgh 
Shaw,  Frederick  B.,  Manchester 
Sinclair,  James  D„  Edinburgh 
Stephen,  George,  Edinburgh 
Tatler,  Albert  Edward,  Birkenhead 
Thomas,  John  Austin,  Liverpool 
Wade,  John,  Newcastle 
Wilson,  Thomas,  Burntisland 
Wilson,  Wm.  Donald,  Edinburgh. 
Woodruff,  Herbert,  Manchester 
Wren,  John,  Liverpool 
Wright,  Frederick,  Knutsford 


Contributions  to  our   iUiotolebrjc  of  % 
Aconite  ^Ihaloibs. 

PART  XII.     THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  PSEUD  ACONI- 
TINE.    PRELIMINARY  NO  "ICE.* 

By  Wyndham  R.  Dunstan,  F.R  S  ,  and  Francis  H.  Carr. 

PSEUDACONITINE  is  the  name  given  by  Alder  Wright  to 
the  highly  toxic  alkaloid  contained  in  Nepaul  aconite 
(Aconitinn  ferox").  It  is  a  crystalline  base,  melting  at 
104-105°,  whose  composition  is  expressed  by  the  formula 
C3tiH4,lN012.  When  hydrolysed  it  furnishes, according  toWri^hD 
and  Luff,  pseudaconine  and  one  molecular  proportion  of 
dimetliylprotocateckuic  acid  (veratric  acid),  C3tH49N012  + H20 
=  C,7H,1NO!)  +  C,,H10O,.  The  authors  are  engaged  in  a  re- 
investigation ot  tnis  alkaloid  in  the  light  of  their  receot 
work  on  the  constitution  of  aconitine  derived  from  Aconitiim 
Napellus,  {J.  C.  S.,  1894,  176,  290). 

The  pseudaconitine  employed  was  extracted  from  tre 
roots  of  Aconitum  ferox,  some  of  which  were  provided  by  the 
Government  of  India  through  the  Imperial  Institute.  The 
highly  purified  crystalline  base  melted  at  201° — that  is,  nearly 
100°  higher  than  the  point  recorded  by  Wright  and  Luff : 
this  melting-point  was  not  changed  by  fractional  crystalli- 
sation. 

When  heated  slightly  above  its  melting-point,  pseudaconi- 
tine loses  a  molecular  proportion  of  acetic  acid,  leaving  a, 
new  base,  which  it  is  proposed  to  name  pyropseudaconitinc. 
This  alkaloid,  on  hydrolysis,  loses  a  molecular  proportion  ot 
dimethylprotocatechuic  acid,  famishing  pyropseudaconine. 

On  complete  hydrolysis  with  alkali,  pseudaconitine  yield 3, 
in  addition  to  the  dimethyl  protocatechuic  acid  observed  by 
Wright  and  Luff,  a  molecular  proportion  of  acetic  acid, 
which  was  identified  and  estimated  in  the  manner  described 
in  the  authors'  paper  on  aconitine. 

When  pseudaconitine  sulphate  is  heated  in  a  closed  tube 
with  water,  it  suffers,  like  aconitine,  partial  hydrolysis,  the 
acetyl  group  alone  being  eliminated,  producing  a  molecular 
proportion  of  acetic  acid.  In  this  action  a  new  alkaloid  is 
formed,  corresponding  with  the  benzaconine  derived  in  a 
similar  manner  from  aconitine,  which  the  authors  propose  to 
name  vcratrylpseudaeonine.  This  substance  is  a  crystalline 
base  (mp.  181°)  which,  when  hydrolysed,  famishes  pseuda^ 
conine  and  dimethylprotocatechuic  acid  (veratric  acid). 

There  is  therefore  a  close  resemblance  between  the  con- 
stitution of  aconitine  and  of  pseudaconine,  both  alkaloids 
undergoing  hydrolysis  in  a  similar  manner.  The  molecule  of 
each  alkaloid  contains  an  acetyl  group,  but  in  pseudaconi- 
tine the  benzyol  group  of  aconitine  is  replaced  by  the  veratryl 
group,  aconitine  being  acetylbenzaconinc,  and  pseudaconi- 
tire  acetylveratrylpseudaconine.  As  far  as  the  authors' 
investigation  has  proceeded  pseudaconine  appears  to  be  dis- 
tinctly different  from  the  aconine  derived  from  aconitine. 
There  is  little  reason  at  present  to  doubt  that  the  crystalline 
highly  active  alkaloid  isolated  by  the  authors  is  identical 
with  Wright's  pseudaconitine,  but  further  evidence  on  this- 
point  is  being  obtained. 


*  From  the  Proceedings  of  the  Chemical  Society,  July.  1S93. 
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THE  BAYLASS  DKUG  COMPANY  (LIMITED). 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Division,  on  Thursday  last,  Mr.  Justice 
Vaughan  Williams,  sitting  without  a  jury,  heard  the  case  of 
Andrews  >>.  Sanger. 

This  was  an  action  in  which  Mr.  Thomas  Andrews,  the 
trustee  under  the  bankruptcy  of  Mr.  William  Dale  Baylass, 
sought  to  recover  the  value  of  goods  which,  it  was  alleged, 
were  illegally  sold  under  an  execution  levied  by  the  de- 
fendants, Messrs.  Sanger  &  Sors. 

Mr.  Herbert  Reed,  with  Mr.  Bray,  appeared  for  the 
iplaintiff,  whilst  Mr.  Bower  represented  the  defendants. 

It  appeared  that  the  bankrupt,  Mr.  Baylass,  who  was  an 
"unqualified  chemist,  had  formed  a  company,  called  "  Baylass's 
Drag  Company  (Limited),"  and  had  carried  on  business  at 
Stoke-on  Trent  as  wholesale  chemists  and  druggists.  When 
■Baylass  bought  the  business  off  a  person  named  Ness,  he 
found  he  could  not  carry  on  the  trade  unless  he  formed  it 
into  a  company  and  employed  a  qualified  assistant.  This  he 
did,  but  shortly  afterwards  the  company  got  into  financial  dif- 
ficulties, and  Messrs.  Sanger  &  Sons  obtained  a  judgment 
against  them  for  197?.,  and  put  in  an  execution.  Baylass 
then  presented  a  petition  to  wind  up  the  company,  which 
is  still  standing  over.  On  February  6,  7,  and  8  a  sale  took 
place  under  the  execution  under  the  judgment;  and  on 
March  13  a  receiving  order  was  made  against  Baylass.  At 
the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  company  the  bankrupt  did 
not  transfer  his  goods  and  stock  to  the  company,  but  went 
on  trading  as  the  Baylass  Drug  Company  (Limited).  When 
the  execution  was  levied  and  the  goods  sold,  it  was  alleged 
by  the  plaintiff  that  a  large  quantity  of  the  articles  disposed 
of  belonged  to  the  bankrupt  and  not  to  the  company ; 
whereas  the  defendant  alleged  that  the  company  was 
legally  incorporated,  and  that  the  goods  on  the  premises 
v^ere  their  property. 

Mr.  Baylass  was  called,  and  stated  that  he  was  not  a  duly 
qualified  chemist,  but  that  he  had  been  informed  that  if  he 
formed  a  company  he  would  be  able  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  chemist  and  druggist  by  employing  a  duly  qualified 
-assistant.  He  therefore  formed  the  company.  Some  of  the 
:goods  seized  under  the  execution  were  purchased  by  himself, 
,and  not  by  the  company. 

Cross-examined,  witness  said  that  the  goods  in  question 
were  ordered  by  himself,  but  part  were  on  account  of  the 
company. 

Mr.  Bower,  for  the  defendants,  said  he  had  no  case  to 
answer,  as  the  goods  sold  were  goods  supplied  by  his  clients 
to  the  company,  and  not  to  the  bankrupt  personally. 

Mr.  Reed  argued  that  there  was  a  large  portion  of  the 
goods  sold  which  belonged  to  the  bankrupt — for  instance,  the 
fixtures  and  fittings. 

His  Lordship  suggested  that  the  parties  should  arrange 
the  matter,  and  eventually  it  was  agreed  that  the  proceeds 
...of  the  sale,  now  in  the  sheriff's  hands,  should  be  equally 
-.divided  ;  and  so  the  case  terminated. 


me  VOSS'S  TRADE-MARKS — SAXLEHNER  v.  VOSS. 

On  Friday  last  two  motions  came  before  Mr.  Justice 
Chitty,  and  consent  orders  were  made  on  them.  Mr.  Sebastian 
stated  that  Mrs.  Saxlehcer  had  recently  come  into  possession 
of  the  "Victoria  Bitter-water"  spring  in  Hungary.  Mr. 
Voss  was  formerly  the  agent  of  the  proprietor  of  the  spring, 
and  he  registered  trade- marks  in  his  own  name  and  his  own 
signature  which  were  used  on  the  marks.    On  his  agency 
.ceasing  he  became  associated  with  a  company  who  sent  out 
"Victoria  Bitter-water"  which  did  not  come  from  Mrs. 
Saxlehner's  spring,  and  might  even  be  artificial  water.  The 
learned  counsel  stated  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
defendant's  solicitor  submitting  to  an  order  expunging  Voss's 
two  trade-marks  and  to  a  perpetual  injunction  against  using 
the  name  of  "Victoria  Bitter-water."    His  Lordship  made 
the  orders  as  agreed  to  on  both  motions,  subject  to  the 
E.3gistrar  receiving  a  letter  from  the  Comptroller  consenting 
thereto.    Mr.  Ingle  Joyce  applied  for  the  Comptroller  of 
Trade-marks. 


THE   BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN   OPTICAL  COMPANY 

(LIMITED)  AND  ITS  CUSTOMERS. 
In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Friday,  before  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Kerr,  several  cases  were  heard  in  which  the 
British  and  Foreign  Optical  Company  (Limited),  of  12 
Furnival  Street,  Holborn,  were  the  plaintiffs.  In  the  case 
against  Mr.  W.  Price,  chemist,  75  St.  Helen's  Road,  Daubhill, 
Bolton,  the  plaintiffs  sought  to  recover  the  sum  of  121,  lbs  6d. 
for  spectacles  supplied  to  him.  Mr.  Bankes  was  counsel  for 
the  plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  Trevor  White  for  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Isaacs,  who  said  he  was  a  traveller  for  the  plaintiffs, 
gave  evidence  of  having  taken  an  order  from  the  defendant 
for  the  spectacles  which  were  now  sued  for.  He  produced 
the  defendant's  signed  order,  and  said  the  goods  were  duly 
delivered  to  the  defendant.  The  prices  were  fair  and  reason- 
able. There  was  50  per  cent,  off  the  selling-price,  which  the 
defendant  understood. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  he  did  not  see  how  the  Court 
had  jurisdiction.  The  order  was  taken  in  Bolton  and  the 
goods  delivered  there. 

Mr.  Bankes  pointed  out  that  the  contract  was  to  deliver  to 
the  railway  in  London,  and  consequently  the  breach  of  con- 
tract had  arisen  in  the  City.  That  accounted  for  them 
suing  the  defendant  in  the  City  instead  of  going  to  Bolton. 

Mr.  White  said  his  defence  was  on  the  merits  of  the  case 
and  not  on  the  jurisdiction.  Their  case  was  that  the  goods 
were  supplied  to  the  defendant  on  sale  or  return,  as  shown  on 
the  written  order. 

Mr.  Isaacs  said  it  was  in  April  that  he  paid  a  visit  to 
Bolton  and  called  on  the  defendant.  He  offered  to  sell 
the  defendant  a  parcel  of  spectacles  and  succeeded  in  doing 
business  with  him.  The  terms  were  5  per  cent,  cash,  but 
nothing  was  said  about  the  goods  being  on  sale  or  return. 
Of  that  he  was  quite  sure.  He  wrote  the  order  down  at  the 
time  in  the  defendant's  shop  so  that  there  should  be  no 
mistake.  He  also  gave  the  dtfandant  a  copy  of  it,  as  he 
carried  a  manifold  book  with  him.  The  words  "  on  sale  or 
return  "  now  appearing  on  the  defendant's  copy  were  not  in 
witness's  handwriting,  nor  were  they  there  when  he  left  it 
with  the  defendant.  He  admitted  that  after  he  handed  the 
defendant  the  copy  he  wrote  at  the  back  of  the  defendant's 
copy  the  prices  at  which  he  could  sell  the  goods,  but  it  was  not 
true  to  suggest  that  he  also  wrote  that  they  were  on  sale  or 
return.  The  defendant  did  not  call  his  attention  at  first  to 
the  fact  that  the  terms  about  sale  or  return  were  not  on  the 
order,  and  he  did  not  then  add  the  words.  No  remark  of 
the  sort  was  made  by  the  defendant.  He  did  not  tell  the 
defendant  that  he  had  broken  his  pencil,  nor  did  he  ask  the 
defendant  to  lend  him  one.  He  would  swear  that  was  not 
true.  The  words  about  sale  or  return  were  in  a  different 
handwriting  to  the  rest  of  the  order. 

The  defendant  was  called  and  shortly  stated  that  the 
words  on  the  order  about  sale  or  return  were  written  hy  the 
plaintiffs'  traveller. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  he  would  send  the  case  before 
a  jury,  who  would  determine  on  which  side  the  truth  was. 

Mr.  Bankes  :  But  there  is  a  difference  in  the  handwriting, 
your  Honour. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr :  Anybody  can  write  different 
hands. 

Mr.  Bankes  said  it  would  be  a  question  for  experts  when 
the  case  came  before  a  jury. 

The  plaintiffs  also  sued  Mr.  W.  Benfield,  7  Bennett's  Terrace, 
Kensal  Rise,  for  4Z.  12s.  6d.,  for  spectacles  supplied.  The 
defendant  said  he  did  not  owe  the  money.  He  had  received 
the  goods,  it  was  true,  but  there  was  nothing  on  them  to 
show  him  where  they  came  from.  At  last  he  was  able  to 
send  them  back,  and  then  the  plaintiffs  would  not  take 
them  in. 

Mr.  Isaacs,  the  plaintiffs'  traveller,  said  he  took  the  order 
from  the  defendant,  who  had  kept  the  goods  for  two  months, 
and  then  wanted  to  return  them.  The  prices  were  fair  and 
reasonable,  and  there  was  a  fair  return  for  money. 

The  defendant :  I  ordered  no  goods  whatsoever. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  inquired  what  the  defendant  was 
going  to  do  with  HI.  worth  of  spectacles,  and  Mr.  Bankes  ex- 
plained that  the  plaintiffs  dealt  with  tradespeople  who  sold 
them  again.  The  defendant  was  in  business,  and  he  naturally 
bought  wholesale. 

The  defendant :  But  I  say  I  did  not  order  anything.  He 
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came  into  my  shop,  and  I  said  I  could  not  order  anything. 
He  took  up  my  card,  and  I  remember  no  more  until  the 
box  came  with  these  goods,  and  a  month  after  he  came  for 
the  money.  I  said  I  should  not  pay  for  them,  and  he  sent 
me  a  lot  of  bills.  He  said,  "  Put  the  bills  up  and  try  and 
sell  the  goods,  and  if  not  I  will  take  them  back." 
The  traveller  denied  that. 

The  defendant :  I  had  no  notice  where  they  came  from 
and  I  had  no  invoice. 

The  traveller  said  that  was  not  true. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  observed  that  it  was  oath  against 
oath. 

The  defendant  said  he  would  not  have  kept  the  goods  but 
for  the  traveller  telling  him  to  see  if  he  could  sell  them. 
The  traveller  :  Nothing  of  the  sort. 

Mr.  Bankes  said  there  was  no  doubt  the  invoice  was  sent. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  :  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  sent, 
because  I  have  been  accustomed  to  this  kind  of  business  for 
upwards  of  thirty  years.  I  know  how  these  cases  are  going 
to  turn  out.  There  was  no  sale  to  this  man.  He  did  not 
buy  the  goods.    I  must  find  for  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Bankes  asked  that  the  plaintiffs  should  be  allowed  to 
submit  the  case  for  the  consideration  of  a  jury. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  declined. 

The  traveller  :  I  called  twice  on  the  man. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  (addressing  the  defendant)  :  The 
next  time  these  men  call  on  you  just  turn  them  out. 

In  another  case  the  plaintiffs  brought  an  action  against 
Mr.  J.  Penn,  of  Bridge  End,  Penistone,  to  recover  the  sum  of 
81.  14s.  6d  for  spectacles  supplied. 

Mr.  Studley  appeared  for  the  defendant,  and  said  his  was 
a  very  hard  case.  The  plaintiffs'  traveller  obtained  some 
sort  of  order  out  of  the  defendant  by  a  misrepresentation. 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
hardships.  He  sat  there  to  administer  the  law  as  he  found 
it — not  hardships.  When  he  was  a  pupil  for  the  Bar  he  used 
to  talk  in  the  innocency  of  his  heart  of  "  hardships  "  which 
came  before  him,  but  the  only  encouragement  he  received 
from  his  tutor  was,  "  So  is  a  boiled  flint."  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Studley  said  some  words  had  been  added  to  the  written 
order  without  the  defendant's  authority.  He  never  gave  an 
order.    He  thought  he  was  ordering  a  sample. 

Mr.  Isaacs  said  he  obtained  the  order  upon  which  they 
were  suing.  The  defendant  ordered  a  sample  dozen  of  each 
sort,  and  the  goods  were  duly  sent.  The  defendant  also 
said  he  would  have  some  papers  descriptive  of  the  spectacles 
sent  with  his  name  upon  them. 

The  defendant,  in  his  evidence,  said  he  did  not  war.t  arjy 
spectacles.  He  did  not  know  he  was  signing  an  order  when 
he  put  his  signature  to  the  document  which  the  tiaveller 
now  showed  him.  Three  lines  had  been  put  in  since  he 
signed  it, 

Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  said  if  that  was  true  the  so-called 
order  amounted  to  no  order  at  all.  The  plaintiffs  must 
summon  a  jury  to  determine  the  case,  and  the  costs  would 
follow  the  event. 

The  plaintiffs'  last  case  tried  was  a  claim  for  111.  3s.  6d. 
against  Mr.  J.  Blair,  of  Petersfield,  for  glasses  sold  and 
delivered.  The  defendant  said  he  only  signed  the  order  on 
the  understanding  that  if  he  did  not  sell  the  goods  he  was  to 
be  allowed  to  return  them  within  twelve  months.  This  was 
denied,  and  this  case  was  also  adjourned  for  tiial  before 
a  jury,  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr  adding  :  The  advice  I  would 
give  to  all  of  jou  is  "Never  sign  anything  for  the  rest  of 
your  lives." 

A  PERSISTENT  OFFENDER  AGAINST  THE 
PHARMACY  ACT. 
At  Stonehouse  County  Court  yesterday,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  sued  a  tradesman  named  Billing  for 
carrying  on  a  business,  ostensibly  that  of  a  chemist,  and  for 
dispensing  poisons.  Mr.  Vaughan  Williams,  instructed  by 
Messrs.  Flux,  Son  &  Co.,  of  London,  appeared  for  the  Society. 
Mr.  Williams  stated  that  defendant  carried  on  business  at 
128  Exeter  Street,  Pljmouth,  and  outside  was  displayed 
"  Nicholls,  chemist."  On  May  4  last  a  man  named  Giles 
went  to  the  shop  and  purchased  a  pennyworth  of  oxalic  acid. 
The  packet  was  sent  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  whose 
analyst,  Mr.  E.  J.  Eastes,  found  it  contained  160  gr.  of 
oxalic  acid.    This  was  cne  of  the  poisons  mentioned  in  the 


Pharmacy  Act.  Defendant  could  not  plead  ignorance,  as  he 
had  previously  been  before  the  court  for  a  similar  offence. 
Evidence  was  given  as  to  the  oxalic  acid  being  purchased  by 
a  man  named  Giles  for  Mrs.  Ellis,  proprietress  of  the  King's 
Arms  Inn,  Exeter  Street.  Mrs.  Ellis,"  in  reply  to  defendant, 
denied  that  she  had  threatened  to  get  him  into  trouble,  as 
she  thought  he  had  been  the  means  of  her  being  fined  51. 
for  an  offence  under  the  Licensing  Act.  Giles  also  denied 
that  defendant  gave  him  the  acid.  The  defendant  said  that 
the  acid  was  given  to  Giles  ;  but  his  Honour  said  there  was 
no  defence,  and  as  Billing  admitted  he  was  not  a  certified 
chemist,  and  had  previously  paid  the  Society  a  penalty  of. 
20/.,  judgment  was  given  for  1QZ.  and  costs. 


ADVERTISEMENTS  PER  CONTRA  ACCOUNT: 

In  the  Lord  Mayor's  Court,  on  Wednesday,  the  case  of  the- 
Mercantile  Agency  Company  (Limited)  o.  Geraut  came  on 
for  hearing  before  the  Recorder  (Sir  Charles  Hall,  Q.C., 
M  P.)  and  a  jury.  The  plaintiffs,  who  are  the  proprietors  of 
the  Colonial  Buyers'  Guide,  sued  Messrs.  E.  Geraut  &.  Co., 
syphon  manufacturers,  of  141  Farringdon  Road,  EC,  to 
recover  301.  damages  for  breach  of  contract.  Mr.  Holloway 
was  counsel  for  the  plaintiff and  Mr.  Lewis  Glyn  for  the 
defendants.  Mr.  Holloway,  in  opening  the  case,  said  the 
plaintiffs  received  through  one  of  their  canvassers  an  order 
dated  May  30  from  the  defendants  for  an  advertisement  in 
their  guide,  which  circulated  largely  in  the  British  colonies. 
The  order  instructed  them  to  "reserve  the  necessary  space  in 
the  Colonial  Buyers'  Guide  for  my  advertisement,  and 
without  prices,  to  occupy  one- eighth  page,  at  21.  10s. 
per  month,  for  twelve  months,  payable  in  goods  as  you 
may  select  or  approve  of,  as  and  when  required,  at  our 
catalogue  prices,  to  commence  in  Jane  issue  if  possible." 
The  plaintiffs  replied  to  the  offer  by  letter  on  June  8,  in  which 
they  stated : — "  In  the  event  of  your  making  a  reduction  in 
your  prices  we  shall  have  the  benefit  of  the  same."  A 
postscript  was  added  asking  to  be  furnished  with  the  copy 
for  the  advertisement  for  the  June  issue  of  the  publication. 
The  defendants  replied  to  that  that  the  catalogue  prices 
were  the  best,  and  that  no  discount  was  allowed  to  the 
trade.  On  June  8  the  plaintiffs  accepted  the  order  on  the 
terms  mentioned  by  the  defendants.  Since  then  the  plaintiffs 
had  made  numerous  applications  for  matter  for  the 
advertisement,  but  they  had  never  received  it.  Space 
was  reserved,  however,  according  to  the  contract,  one- 
eighth  of  a  page  being  set  apart  for  several  months, 
At  the  expiration  of  twelve  months  an  invoice  for  30/. 
was  sent  in,  and  subsequently  syphons  were  ordered 
by  the  plaintiffs,  but  never  delivered  by  the  defendants. 
The  first  order  for  syphons  was  dated  September  7,  1894 
and  this  was  for  "  12  dozen  long-lever  white  syphons." 
On  September  13  the  defendants  replied  asking  the  parti- 
cular kind  of  syphon  required,  and  enclosing  an  illustrated 
catalogue.  The  goods  had  not  been  sent  by  September  24, 
and  the  plaintiffs  wrote  saying  that  in  consequence  of  the 
delay  they  had  lost  the  sale  of  the  goods,  but  hoped  shortly 
to  obtain  another  order.  On  February  25,  1895,  an  order 
was  given  upon  samples  previously  received  from  the  de- 
fendant for  1  dozen  3-pint  Geraut  seitzogenes  at  102*  ,  and 
1  dozen  5-pints  at  138s.  After  this  order  was  sent,  a  young 
man  in  the  employment  of  the  defendants  called  at  the 
plaintiffs'  office  and  requested  to  be  shown  the  order  for  the 
advertisement.  Having  seen  it,  he  promised  that  the  seitzo- 
genes would  be  delivered  in  two  days.  The  goods  were  not 
sent,  however,  and  correspondence  ensued.  In  their  letters 
the  defendants  admitted  the  order  for  the  advertisement  to- 
be  paid  for  in  goods  at  catalogue  prices,  and  they  said  they 
were  willing  to  carry  out  their  part  of  the  contract  on  due- 
proof  of  the  publication  of  the  advertisement.  Nothing 
was  said  at  that  time  about  the  advertisement  having  been 
obtained  by  fraud,  or  that  the  canvasser  made  any  misrepre- 
sentation as  to  the  circulation  of  the  paper,  which  was  one 
of  the  defences  now  pleaded.  Failing  to  get  either  the 
money  or  the  goods,  the  plaintiffs  eventually  brought  this 
action. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Barnard,  the  canvasser  who  took  the  order, 
was  called,  and  said  the  order  was  given  to  him  by  a 
lady,  who  appeared  to  be  conducting  the  defendants'  busi- 
ness. He,  at  the  request  of  the  plaintiffs,  afterwards  dis- 
cussed the  question  of  terms  with  the  lady  referred  to,  and 
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she  told  him  that  the  catalogue-prices  were  the  prices 
charged  to  everybody.  He  then  asked  for  the  copy  for  the 
advertisement,  and  was  told  by  the  lady  that  she  had  been 
ill,  but  would  see  to  the  matter.  He  had  applied  several 
times  for  the  copy  without  any  result.  Cross-examined,  he 
said  that  when  appljing  for  the  advertisement  he  told  the 
defendants  that  the  paper  had  a  good  circulation.  He  bad 
no  recollection  of  telling  them  that  the  circulation  was 
10,000  monthly.  Quite  recently  he  called  upon  Mrs.  Hewett, 
the  lady  referred  to,  but  he  did  not  tell  her  that  if  she  gave 
him  52.  he  would  give  evidence  on  her  behalf  and  "  smash  " 
the  plaintiffs'  case  up.  He  afterwards  went  on  to  the  office 
of  the  defendant's  solicitors,  bat  he  did  not  tell  them  that 
he  could  give  such  evidence  as  would  completely  break 
down  the  plaintiffs'  case  He  did  say  that  if  one  side  em- 
ployed him  they  would  have  to  pay  for  his  loss  of  time.  He 
afterwards  received  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Emanuel,  Brown 
ik  Nathan,  the  defendants'  solicitors,  stating  that  they  could 
not  advise  their  clients  to  give  him  52.  to  give  evidence  in 
>lheir  favour,  or  to  bribe  any  witness  to  give  evidence  on  their 
behalf.    He  did  not  reply  to  that  letter. 

The  Recorder :  Why  on  earth  did  you  not  reply  to  it  if 
■the  suggestion  was  false  ? 

The  Witness  :  I  accidentally  met  one  of  the  defendants, 
-and  I  told  him  I  was  surprised  at  receiving  such  a  letter, 
because  I  never  asked  for  51.  Proceeding,  the  witness  said 
he  did  not  know  the  manager  of  the  Mercantile  Agency ;  he 
transacted  business  with  Mr.  Baxter.  He  did  not  tell  that 
gentleman  that  he  had  been  in  communication  with  the 
defendants'  solicitors. 

The  Recorder :  Have  you  demanded  anything  from  the 
defendants  before  going  into  the  witness-box  to-day  1 
Witness  :  Yes. 

The  Recorder  :  How  much  ?— I  received  something,  but  I 
put  it  in  my  pocket  without  looking  to  see  what  it  was. 

The  Recorder:  You  ask  the  jury  to  believe  that?  The 
Witness:  Yes. 

Replying  to  Mr.  Holloway  the  witness  said  he  had  been 
bothering  the  plaintiffs'  solicitors  for  money  before  giving 
evidence,  although  he  had  received  his  commission  on  the 
^rder. 

Mr.  R.  W.  Bister,  managing  director  of  the  plaintiff  com- 
pany, gave  evidence  as  to  the  receipt  of  the  order,  and  as  to 
space  being  reserved  for  the  advertisement  for  twelve  months. 
Cross-examined,  he  said  the  Colonial  Buyers'  Guide  was  a 
paper  consisting  of  advertisements  only.  It  was  carried  on 
by  the  plaintiff  company,  who  were  commission  merchants 
and  brokers.  The  paper  was  circulated  by  something  like 
90  or  100  leading  merchants  in  London,  who  sent  it  abroad 
and  took  orders  from  merchants. 

Mr.  Glyn :  Would  it  be  true  to  suggest  that  you  get  advertise- 
ments to  be  paid  for  in  goods  to  be  supplied  at  the  lowest  net 
price  for  shipping  abroad,  and  that  you  then  sell  them  under 
price  in  this  country  1 — Mr.  Baxter  :  Oh,  dear,  no ;  not  if 
there  is  a  stipulation  to  the  contrary.  Sometimes  new  goods 
are  almost  given  away.  Proceeding,  the  witness  said  that 
had  his  company  not  received  an  order  for  the  syphons  they 
would  not  have  sold  them  for  anything  they  could  get.  It  was 
not  to  their  interest  to  undersell.  He  was  aware  that  the 
pi  ices  at  which  he  ordered  the  goods  were  not  the  prices 
mentioned  in  the  catalogue.  The  canvasser  who  obtained 
^the  order  was  not  employed  regularly  by  the  firm ;  they 
repudiated  him  altogether.  His  commission  on  the  order 
was  paid  two  years  ago.  Mr.  T.  W.  Evans,  secretary  to  the 
plaintiff  company,  spoke  to  having  sent  orders  to  the  defen- 
dants for  the  seltzogenes. 

Mr.  Glyn,  in  opening  the  case  for  the  defendants,  contended 
that  even  if  there  had  been  a  breach  of  contract  the  damages 
had  been  greatly  exaggerated,  and  the  plaintiffs  were  only 
entitled  at  the  outside  to  42.  or  51.  The  defendants,  he  said, 
had  already  supplied  the  plaintiffs  with  samples  to  the  value 
of  31.  6s.  6d.,  which  they  (plaintiffs)  had  not  paid  for.  It 
was  ridiculous  for  the  plaintiffs  to  keep  a  whole  sheet  of 
their  paper  blank  for  a  year,  merely  inserting  for  the  first 
few  months  a  statement  that  a  portion  of  it  was  reserved  for 
the  defendants,  and  then  claim  302.  for  it.  What  they  were 
entitled  to,  if  anything,  was  the  profit  they  would  have 
made  upon  the  re-sale  of  the  goods  which  were  supplied  by 
the  defendants.  But  his  cise  was  that  if  there  was  a 
contract,  the  plaintiffs  had  not  performed  the  conditions 
which  were  necessary  under  it,  and  had  not  ordered  goods 


in  pursuance  of  it,  and  that  the  order  for  the  advertisement 
was  obtained  by  misrepresentation  as  to  circulation. 

At  the  suggestion  of  his  Lordship,  Mr.  Gljn  withdrew  the 
contention  that  there  was  no  contract  between  the  parties, 
and  only  proceeded  on  the  plea  of  misrepresentation. 

Mrs.  Eugenie  Hewett,  partner  in  the  defendants'  firm,  was 
called,  and  said  she  had  been  induced  to  give  the  order  for 
the  advertisement  on  the  representation  of  the  canvasser 
that  the  circulation  of  the  paper  was  10,000  copies  monthly, 
which  representation  she  had  since  found  to  be  untrue. 
Plaintiffs  had  ordered  seltzogenes  at  8s.  6d.  each,  wheieas 
the  catalogue-price  was  13s.  each. 

Mr.  W.  Thomas,  a  clerk  in  the  defendants'  employ,  said 
he  heard  the  canvasser  tell  the  last  witness  that  the  paper 
was  to  be  circulated  through  the  colonies,  and  the  circula- 
tion would  be  10,000. 

The  learned  Recorder  said  that  on  the  evidence  of 
the  last  witness,  that  the  representation  as  to  circulation 
was  that  it  "  would  be  "  10,000,  probably  the  jury  would  think 
the  plea  of  misrepresentation  had  not  been  substantiated. 
The  j  ury  ultimately  returned  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs  for 
161.  lis.  6d.,  and  judgment  was  entered  for  that  amount. 


THE  SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Self- raising  Flour. 

At  Southampton  County  Police  Court,  on  July  16,  Arthur 
Hy.  Sims,  grocer,  Eastleigh,  was  summoned  for  selling;  self- 
raising  flour  which  the  analyst  certified  contained  -77  per 
cent,  of  alum  or  some  equivalent  preparation.  Dr.  Angell 
gave  evidence,  and  stated  that  he  did  not  say  that  alum  as 
such  was  present  but  that  the  flour  contained  its  physio- 
logical equivalent  in  the  form  of  a  preparation  of  aluminium 
and  that  quantity  calculated  as  alum  was  equal  to  50  gr.per  lb. 
of  flour.  In  his  opinion  that  preparation  had  the  same 
effect  upon  the  stomach  as  alum  itself.  In  cross-examina- 
tion Dr.  Angell  stated  that  there  must  be  some  acid  added 
to  make  self-raising  flour.  He  did  not  believe  that  alum  was 
an  actual  constituent  of  flours,  but  there  were  traces  of 
aluminium  in  natural  flours,  though  not  to  any  great  extent, 
In  his  opinion  the  sample  submitted  to  him  was  injurious  to 
health.    The  Bench  dismissed  the  case. 


THE  ASSISTANT'S  SAL/VRY. 

At  Brompton  County  Court,  on  July  16,  Messrs.  Trick  & 
Griffiths,  trading  as  Burrows'  Drug-stores,  sued  Mr.  C.  B. 
Pickering  for  payment  of  161.  5s.  Id.,  law  costs  incurred  by 
them  in  defending  a  suit  which  the  present  defendant  had 
previously  brought  against  them  for  a  month's  salary  which 
he  alleged  was  due  to  him  on  dismissal.  The  County  Court 
Judge  had  found  for  the  defendants  in  that  action,  with  costs, 
and  it  was  these  costs  which  they  now  sought  to  recover. 
An  order  was  made  for  payment  of  10s.  a  month. 


Bankruptcy  IReporta. 


Re  Wm,  Richards  Watkins,  14  Vaughan  Street,  Llanelly, 
Carmarthenshire,  Chemist  and  Druggist. 

The  gross  liabilities  in  this  failure  amount  to 
1,3622.  19s.  Id.,  of  which  1.303Z.  Is.  2d  is  unsecured,  and 
assets  of  stock  in-trade  (cost  2242. ),  1681  ;  trade-fixtures, 
fittings,  &c,  1032.  2s.  6d. ;  book-deb's,  332  5s.  3d  ,  estimated 
to  produce  272  2s  Hd  ,  making  2982.  4s.  10(2  ,  less  492.  18s.  5d. 
for  preferential  claims,  which  leaves  2482.  6s.  5d.,  or  a 
deficiency  of  1,0542.  14s.  9d.  The  debtor  alleges  as  the 
causes  of  his  failure  want  of  capital,  bad  trade,  interest  on 
borrowed  money,  and  ill- health.  He  states  he  commenced 
the  above  business  in  July,  1892,  with  a  borrowed  capital  of 
5002.  The  creditor,  treated  as  partly  secured  in  the  above 
statement,  holds  as  security  a  policy  of  insurance,  dated 
February,  1892,  for  3002.  upon  the  debtor's  life,  payable 
at  death,  or  on  debtor  attaining  60  years  of  age.  The 
debtor's  books  of  accounts  ate  very  imperfect.  He  has  kept 
no  cash-book,  and  admits  that  he  has  never  taken  stock  nor 
prepared  a  balance-sheet  during  the  time  he  has  been  in 
business.    His  deficiency  account  (says  the  Official  Rsceiver 
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is  most  unsatisfactory,  as  no  .amount  ig  shown  for  profit:  • 
The  deficiency  is  large  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
debtor  has  traded  for  a  period  of  less  than  three  years. 
Deficiency  account : — Bid  debts,  6/  2s  lid.;  household 
expenses  from  June,  1892.  to  June.  1895  (three  jears  at  175/.), 
525/  ;  depreciation,  159/  2s  6d  ;  overpaid  for  business*, 
20/. ;  legal  expenses,  63/.  2s  lid  ;  bank  charges,  discounts, 
25/  ;  interest  on  borrowed  money,  &c  ,  70/.;  insurances, 
53/  12s  6^.-1,102/  0s.  lOd.    The  following  are  creditors  :— 


Unsecured. 

£  s.  a. 

Ayrton  &  Saunders,  Liverpool    18  16  3 

Barclay  &  Sons,  London    34   0  0 

"Bankers,"  Lllanelly   195   0  0 

Bernstein,  J.  &  Co.,  Loudon    10   0  0 

Chemists'  Association,  London       ..       ..       ..  14   6  3 

Gas  Company,  Llanelly    10   0  0 

Gibbs,  Cuxson  &  Co.,  Wednesbury   11  11  7 

Griffiths,  Jno.  Si,  Llanelly   70   0  0 

Heath  Bros.,  Manchester    10   0  0 

ITearon,  Squire  &  Francis,  Loudon         . .       . .  30   0  0 

Hodgkinsons,  Treacher  &  Clarke,  Loudon        ..  10   0  0 

Swansea  Finance  Company  (Limited),   Swansea  10   0  0 

Watkins,  F.  B.,  Llanelly    100   0  0 

Walley,  Sons  &  Co.,  Manchester   10   0  0 

Williams,  D.  R„  Llanelly   30    0  0 

Partly  secured  creditors    4?0   0  0 

Estimated  value  of  security,  Wl. 

Contingent  liabilities  expected  to  rank    . .       . .  150    0  0 

Preferential  Creditors. 

Rent    27  10  0 

Rates,  taxes,  &e   16  11  0 


Be  J.  Fenwick  Alles,  Liverpool,  Chemist. 

This  debtor  applied  for  his  discharge  at  the  Liverpool 
Bankruptcy  Court  on  July  12  It  appeared  from  the  Official 
Receiver's  report  that  the  receiving  order  was  made  in  March 
last,  and  the  public  examination  was  concluded  on  May  2 
The  statement  of  affairs  filed  by  the  debtor  showed  liabilities 
expected  to  rank  2,357/.  18s.  Id  ,  and  net  a-'tets  estimated 
to  produce  4/.  6s.  lQd.  No  dividend  had  been  declared,  but. 
shortly  after  the  debtor's  failure,  a  relative  died  intestate, 
and  the  debtor  expected  to  receive  about  1,000/  from  that 
source.  Tne  exact  amount  would  depend  upon  the  sum 
produced  by  the  sale  of  certain  freehold  property.  The 
Official  Receiver  alleged  that  the  debtor  had  contracted 
liabilities  without  reasonable  expectation  of  beingaole  to  pay 
them,  and  that  he  must  have  become  aware  of  his  bankruptcy 
at  least  five  years  before  the  petition  was  filed.  He  also 
alleged  that  the  debtor  had  been  guilty  of  rash  and 
hazardous  speculation  in  respect  to  some  transactions  at 
Manchester. 

Mr.  Horridge,  for  the  debtor,  stated  that  if  the  debtor's 
relative  had  died  a  few  weeks  before  the  date  of  the 
receiving  order,  there  would  have  been  no  necessity  for  the 
bankruptcy  proceedings.  The  debtor's  friends  were  willing 
to  provide  sufficient  money  to  pay  the  unsecured  creditors  a 
composition  of  10s.  in  the  pound,  or  if  preferred,  the  Official 
Receiver  could  realise  the  estate. 

Eventually  His  Honour  granted  the  debtor  his  discharge 
upon  condition  that  a  composition  of  10s.  in  the  pound  was 
paid  to  the  creditors. 


Be  John  Henry  Spence,  44  Camberwell  Road  and  St. 
Ann's  Road,  Brixton.  Feeding-bottle  Shield  Manufac- 
turer. 

This  bankrupt  attended  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court, 
on  July  16,  for  his  public  examination  upon  accounts  show- 
ing ranking  liabilities  1,176/  8s.  9d.,  against  assets  valued  at 
24/.  17s.  9d, 

Mr.  C.  A.  Pope  (Assistant  Receiver)  examined  the 
bankrupt  generally  as  to  his  trading  as  a  coal  merchant, 
money-lender,  and  chemists'  sundriesmaD,  particulars  of 
which  have  already  appeared  in  these  columns.  The 
witness  further  stated  that  he  had  no  capital  when  he 
started  the  latter  business  in  1889,  and  that  his  chief  sales  | 


were  a  feeding-bottle  shield  that  he  had  patented  and 
manufactured.  The  trading  resulted  in  a  gross  profit,  which, 
however,  was  not  sufficient  to  cover  expenses,  and  he 
admitted  that  he  bad  been  insolvent  since  1889.  His  family 
expenses  had  been  heavy  by  reason  of  illness.  This  was  his 
first  failure.  In  reply  to  the  Trustee,  he  said  be  was  now 
managing  a  business  at  Clapham  on  a  weekly  salary  ranging 
from  30s  to  21.  a  week,  according  to  the  business  done.  The 
patent  might  have  been  made  a  valuable  property,  but  be 
could  not  now  attach  much  value  to  it  owing  to  the  creditors' 
proceedings.    The  examination  was  concluded. 


(Basette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Berrall,  C.  A.  C,  and  Thornton,  E.  W.  T.,  under  the  style  of  the 
Wilmington  Brewery  Company,  Wilmington,  Dartford,  and  Lewisham, 
Kent,  brewers,  and  makers  and  vendors  of  aerated  waters. 

Best,  W.  J.,  and  Milne,  J.  A.,  under  the  style  of  Best  &,  Milne,  Peer, 
surgeons  and  apothecaries. 

Danieli,  H.  P.,  and  Treehmann,  M.  L  ,  under  the  style  of  Daniell  & 
Treehmann,  Auerley,  South  Norwood,  and  West  Wickham,  physicians 
and  surgeons. 

Kempe,  A.  V7.,  and  Jellett,  J.  W.,  Exeter,  medical  practitioners. 
Lloyd,  C.  E  ,  and  Garnett,  P.  F.,  under  the  style  of  Lloyd,  Garnctt  & 
Co.,  New  Brighton,  manufacturers  of  table  waters. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 
Adjudications. 

Dent,  John  Barnes,  trading  as  J.  B.  Dent  &  Co.,  Rotherham,  brass- 
founder  and  mineral- water  engineer. 

Hopps,  William  John,  Long  Eaton,  mineral-water  manufacturer. 

Mallinson,  Tom,  and  Mansley,  Thomas,  trading  as  Maiiinsen  & 
ilansley,  Bradford,  artificial-teeth  manufacturers. 

Order  made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 
Corbett,  Edward,  jun.,  Plaskynaston  Chemical-works,  near  Ruabon. 
— lisjharge  granted  conditionally. 


Business  Changes. 

Mr.  Arthur  Dand,  APS.,  has  opened  the  Victoria 
Pharmacy,  61  KiDg  Street,  Egremont,  Liverpool. 

Mr.  Francis  F.  Sanders,  of  Croydon,  has  purchased 
the  business  formerly  carried  on  by  Westlake  (Limited), 
at  53  High  Street  Sutton,  Surrey. 

A  branch  of  the  Sussex  Co-operative  Drag  Company 
has  been  opened  at  Victoria  House,  The  Moor,  Hawkhurst, 
under  the  management  of  Mr.  R.  J.  Lester. 

Mr.  Martin  Johnson,  dispensing  chemist,  who  for  the 
past  two  years  has  carried  on  the  business  of  the  late  firm  of 
Rowe  &  Co.,  at  97  Fore  Street,  Devocport,  has  moved  it  to 
more  commodious  premises  at  No.  107  in  the  same  street. 

Mr  Wm.  Burn,  late  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Scawn  & 
Burn,  has  acquired  the  chemist's  and  druggist's  business 
carried  on  for  many  years  at  12  Elvet  Badge,  Durham,  by 
the  late  Mr.  J.  H.  Leighton,  and  he  will  carry  it  on  in  future 
under  the  style  of  Burn  &  Co. 

Messrs  F.  J.  Putz  &  Co.  have  removed  from  21  Mincing 
Lane  to  more  suitable  offices  at  16  17  Great  St.  Helen's, 
E.C.  They  have  lately  added  to  their  chemical  business 
several  new  lines  in  glass  oottles,  clinical  thermometers,  &is., 
of  which  samples  may  be  seen  in  their  showroom. 


No  "Poles  and  Hebrews"  Wanted.— Where  are  the 
graduates  of  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy  ?  asks  a 
pharmacist  in  an  American  contemporary.  The  reason  for 
asking  the  question  is  this  note  sent  by  a  Newark  druggist 
to  an  agent  in  New  York  who  had  undertaken  to  supply  a 
i  competent  drug-clerk :  "  Do  not  send  any  more  Poles  and 
Hebrews  to  our  store— let  us  have  a  look  at  a  few  Americans, 
i  if  there  are  any  American  drug-clerks  left." 
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THE  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  attending  the  death  of 
Mr.  Charles  Harrop  (54),  of  Edgbaston,  was  resumed  on 
Monday,  at  Birmingham,  before  Mr.  Pemberton  (coroner). 
Mr,  Isaac  Bradley  appeared  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Harrop  ;  Mr. 
H.  A.  McCardie  (instructed  by  Messrs.  Glaisyer  and  Porter) 
for  Mr.  Brown,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  168  Hockley  Hill ; 
Mr.  E.  S.  Masser  for  Wyleys  (Limited),  Coventry  and 
Birmingham ;  and  Mr.  Bickley  for  the  relatives  of  the  late 
Miss  BanSeld.  Mr.  Hooper  (coroner  for  South  Staffordshire) 
also  watched  the  proceedings.  The  evidence  adduced  at 
"the  previous  sitting  was  read  over  ;  after  which 

Emily  Pears  (17),  niece  of  the  late  Elizabeth  Banfield,  of 
46  Brougham  Street,  gave  evidence  that  on  June  20,  by  the 
direction  of  her  aunt,  she  took  a  prescription  to  the  shop  of 
Mr.  Brown.  The  prescription  was  one  from  Dr.  Malins,  and 
on  it  was  stated,  "  Take  of  phenacetin  10  gr."  She  received 
six  powders,  and  took  them  to  her  aunt,  who  died  the  same 
evening.  The  powders  were  made  up  whilst  witness  waited, 
but  she  did  not  see  them  prepared. 

Mary  Ann  Banfield,  46  Brougham  Street,  said  her  sister, 
"Elizabeth  Banfield,  who  was  54  years  of  age,  was  suffering 
from  acute  headache.  She  had  just  returned  from  Llandudno. 
She  sent  the  last  witness  to  Mr.  Brown's  for  six  powders. 
About  20  minutes  after  taking  one  she  complained  of  being 
ill.  She  stated  that  she  had  also  used  a  suppository  con- 
taining morphia  for  the  relief  of  a  malady  from  which  she 
was  suffering.  Deceased  added  that  she  thought  she  should 
-die.  She  took  an  emetic  of  salt  and  water,  and  soon  after- 
wards became  convulsed,  and  her  limbs  stiffened.  The 
assistance  of  Dr.  Parkes  was  obtained,  but  deceased  died 
within  an  hour.  Dr.  Parkes  certified  as  to  the  cause  of  her 
death,  not  suspecting  poison.  The  certificate  stated  that 
the  death  was  due  to  cancer  and  syncope.  Dr.  Paikes 
broke  one  of  the  cachets  and  looked  at  the  powder  obtained 
from  Mr.  Brown.  On  Tuesday,  June 25,  Miss  Brown  came  to 
witness  and  asked  for  the  remaining  cachets,  and  witness 
.gave  her  the  box  containing  four.  The  one  broken  by  Dr. 
■Parkes  was  burned. 

The  Foreman  :  Did  Mr.  Parkes  give  the  certificate  of  death 
before  or  after  he  had  broken  the  cachet  ? — Witness :  After. 
Did  he  express  the  opinion  that  it  was  anything  other 
than  phenacetin  ? — No.  The  Coroner  :  Did  he  express  any 
suspicion  of  poison  ?— Witness :  No.  Mr.  Bradley:  Did  Dr. 
Parkes  see  the  prescription  when  he  looked  at  the  cachet? — 
Witness :  No.  I  could  not  find  it,  and  that  was  the  reason 
Dr.  Parkes  broke  the  cachet. 

James  Brown,  chemist,  Hockley  Hill,  said  that  he  gave 
the  order  for  the  phenacetin,  with  an  order  for  other  goods, 
to  Mr.  Burton,  the  traveller  for  Wyleys  (Limited),  just 
before  Christmas  last.  Strychnine  was  among  the  goods,  and 
-when  it  arrived  it  was  placed  in  the  poison-cupboard.  The 
other  goods  were  put  in  the  cellar.  On  June  18  witness,  for 
the  first  time,  had  the  phenacetin  fetched  into  the  shop,  and 
the  bottle  was  opened  two  days  later.  On  that  day  witness, 
assisted  by  his  daughter,  made  up  six  powders  of  10  gr.  each 
from  the  bottle.  The  powders  were  made  up  for  Miss  Ban- 
field,  who  was  an  old  customer.  For  the  convenience  of 
taking,  the  powders  were  made  up  in  cachets.  He  had  on 
several  previous  occasions  made  up  phenacetin-powders  for 
Miss  Banfield  from  a  prescription  of  Dr.  Malins.  More 
powders  were  made  up  the  same  day,  and  these  had  been 
handed  to  Inspector  Gosling.  At  the  same  time  witness 
ordered  the  phenacetin  he  also  gave  an  order  for  1  oz.  of 
of  strychnine.  Four  ounces  of  the  phenacetin  was 
ordered.  He  remembered  that  on  the  written  order  the 
strychnine  was  immediately  above  the  phenacetin.  The 
strychnine  was  delivered  in  a  phial  and  labelled.  He  had 
used  the  strychnine  for  vermin-killer,  and  had  sold  a  large 
number  of  packets.  He  had  had  many  complaints  that  these 
powders  had  killed  neither  rats  nor  mice.  Before  Inspector 
•Gosling  called  this  bottle  of  what  he  supposed  to  be  strych- 
nine was  kept  in  the  poison-cupboard. 

By  the  Foreman :  He  was  quite  certain  the  bottle  from 
which  •  he  made  the  powders  for  Miss  Baofield  was  the 
one  he  received  from  Wyleys.  He  had  never  taken  an 
empty  bottle  into  the  store-room  and  filled  it  from  the 
stock. 


Mr.  Mas3er  :  How  do  you  fill  your  shop-bottles  1 

Witness :  We  have  no  shop-bottles  for  phenacetin. 

How  do  you  fill  your  ordinary  bottles  ?  Don't  you  fill 
them  out  of  the  stock  in  the  cellar  ? — Yes. 

By  the  Coroner  :  He  had  no  shop-bottles  for  poison,  and 
phenacetin  being  a  new  drug  he  had  no  shop-bottle  for  it. 

Replying  to  further  questions  from  Mr.  Masser,  witness 
said  that  he  had  only  a  small  quantity  of  phenacetin  when 
he  gave  the  order  to  Wyleys.  He  sold  a  lot  of  vermin- 
powders.  When  he  purchased  the  strychnine  from  Wyleys 
he  had  some  in  stock  from  Southall's.  Both  bottles  were 
kept  in  the  same  cupboard. 

Mr.  Bradley:  When  you  gave  the  order  in  December,  did 
you  give  it  in  writing?  Witness:  No.  I  gave  it  verbally, 
and  the  traveller  took  it  down  in  his  book.  Continuing, 
witness  said  that  the  drugs  were  ordered  separately,  and  not 
as  compounds.  He  had  not  made  up  any  medicinal  prescrip- 
tion from  the  strychnine  purchased  from  Messrs.  Wyleys. 
There  was  no  label  on  the  bottles  to  indicate  they  con- 
tained anything  other  than  strychnine  or  phenacetin  in  each 
case. 

Mr.  McCardie :  Do  you  always  keep  the  phenacetin  and 
strychnine  in  distinct  places  ? — Witness  :  Yes.  Do  I  under- 
stand you  have  no  shop-bottles  for  phenacetin  or  strychnine  ? 
— Yes.  Had  you  received  complaints  about  the  vermin-killer 
prior  to  January  this  year  ? — Oh,  yes  ;  that  was  an  old  tale. 
When  you  got  this  bottle  from  Wyleys,  had  you  only  one 
other  bottle  in  use  ? — Yes.  The  other  bottle  from  Southall's 
was  exhausted  a  few  days  before  you  opened  this  one  from 
Wyleys? — Yes.  When  you  received  these  bottles  from 
Wyleys  were  they  marked  "  Phenacetin "  and  "  Strych- 
nine "  ? — Yes.  Was  your  daughter  present  when  the  bottle 
was  brought  up  from  the  cellar  ? — I  believe  she  brought 
it  up. 

Miss  Brown,  daughter  of  the  last  witness,  deposed  to 
fetching  the  phenacetin  from  the  cellar,  and  weighing  six 
powders  of  10  gr.  each,  which  were  sent  to  Miss  Banfield. 
On  the  Tuesday  following  the  day  the  powders  were  sup- 
plied, witness,  by  the  direction  of  her  father,  received  four  of 
the  powders  back  from  Miss  Mary  Banfield. 

By  the  Coroner :  The  powders  were  placed  in  cachets  by 
witness's  father,  and  made  up  in  witness's  presence. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  McCardie,  witness  said  that  the  bottle 
from  which  the  phenacetin  was  taken  was  the  only  bottle  on 
the  premises  supposed  to  contain  phenacetin. 

Dr.  A.  Bostock  Hill  had  analysed  the  contents  of  a  bottle 
labelled  "  Phenacetin"  received  from  Inspector  Gosling.  It 
bore  the  trade-label  of  Wyleys.  The  contents  gave  the 
reactions  for  phenacetin  and  strychnine.  The  mixture 
appeared  to  be  unequal,  the  most  strychnine  being  at  the 
bottom.  He  also  received  a  bottle  labelled  "Strychnine," 
and  bearing  the  name  of  Messrs.  Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay. 
This  proved  to  be  strychnine.  Another  bottle  labelled 
"  Strychnia,"  with  Wyleys'  name  on  was  handed  to  witness. 
The  contents  gave  the  reaction  for  phenacetin,  and  contained 
no  strychnine  or  other  alkaloid.  Witness  also  received  a 
bottle  from  Mr.  Harrop's  house,  and  this  contained  pure 
phenacetin.  The  box  containing  three  powders,  received 
from  Miss  Mary  Banfield,  was  analysed,  and  gave  the  same 
result  as  the  contents  of  the  first  bottle.  A  packet  of  six 
cachets  from  Mr.  Brown's  gave  similar  results.  He  had 
found  small  quantities  of  strychnine  in  the  stomach,  liver, 
and  kidneys  of  the  deceased  (Mr,  Harrop).  The  contents  of 
the  first  bottle  were  thoroughly  mixed  by  witness,  and  on 
analysis  he  found  29  7  per  cent,  of  strychnine. 

The  Coroner :  Supposing  deceased  took  a  10-gr.  dose  of 
this  average  mixture,  how  many  grains  of  strychnine  would 
he  take  ? — Witness  :  Practically  3  gr.  That  would  be  about 
four  times  the  fatal  minimum  dose  ? — About  that. 

By  the  Jury :  There  was  an  antidote  to  poisoning  by 
strychnine,  but  he  did  not  think  the  question  of  dealing  with 
poisoning  was  one  for  the  chemist. 

By  Mr.  McCardie :  He  could  detect  less  than  the  thousandth 
part,  probably  a  good  deal  less,  in  an  ounce  of  material. 
The  analyses  were  made  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock, 
F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Brown,  and  Professor  Percy 
Franklandon  behalf  of  Messrs.  Wyleys. 

The  Foreman  of  the  Jury  :  Supposing  an  antidote  had 
been  administered  to  Mr.  Harrop  immediately,  or  shortly 
afterwards,  might  his  life  have  been  saved  ?— Witness : 
All  I  can  say  is  that  lives  have  been  saved  after  larger  doses 
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of  strychnine  than  deceased  had  taken,  but  personal 
idiosyncrasy  has  so  much  to  do  with  it,  it  is  impossible  to 
answer  the  question  definitely. 

The  Coroner  :  Don't  the  symptoms  of  strychnine-poisoning 
come  on  within  five  or  ten  minutes? — Witness  :  Sometimes, 
and  sometimes  they  are  delayed  for  two  or  three  hours,  but 
usually  they  come  on  within  an  hour. 

By  the  Jury  :  He  had  not  analysed  any  of  the  packets  of 
vermin-killer. 

The  Coroner :  But  that  has  been  analysed  under  the  head- 
ing of  bottle  number  three. 

Joseph  A.  Palmer,  Paradise  Street,  Coventry,  manager 
of  the  Birmingham  branch  of  Messrs.  Wyleys,  described  the 
methods  employed  in  the  execution  of  orders.  He  produced 
an  extract  from  the  firm's  books  showing  that  there  were  six 
sales  of  phenacetin  between  December  1  and  22,  and  the 
only  complaint  was  in  reference  to  that  sold  to  Mr.  Brown. 
The  phenacetin  supplied  to  Mr.  Brown  would  be  taken  from 
the  same  bulk  as  that  supplied  to  other  chemists  in  Birming- 
ham, especially  if  it  was  sold  on  the  same  day.  The  drugs 
were  made  in  Coventry  and  sent  to  Birmingham. 

Mr.  McOardie :  Have  you  any  qualified  assistant  at  the 
works  in  Birmingham  ? — Witness :  We  have  no  qualified 
assistant.  Then  the  gentleman  who  dispenses  these  drugs 
and  poisons  is  not  qualified  ? — No. 

Mr.  Masser :  He  does  not  dispense. 

Mr.  McCardie :  Well,  he  deals.  Is  he  assisted  by  anyone 
•else  ? — Witness  :  Yes,  by  a  man  and  a  girl.  And  all  three 
deal  with  the  weighing  of  poisons  1 — No ;  Mr.  Law  has  entire 
•charge  of  the  poisons. 

Mr.  Masser :  There  is  no  mixing  or  compounding  done  in 
Birmingham  ? — Witness :  None  at  all.  And  the  drugs  are 
sent  out  in  the  same  state  as  received  from  Coventry  ? — Yes. 
Have  you  checked  the  strychnine  in  stocktaking  and  find 
that  not  more  than  1  oz.  was  sold  to  Mr.  Brown  ? — Yes. 

Henry  Arthur  Law,  chemist's  assistant,  119  Anderton  Road, 
Sparkbrook,  said  that  he  had  served  an  apprenticeship  to  a 
chemist  and  had  passed  the  Preliminary  examination  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Sociely.  For  the  last  fifteen  months  he  had 
nad  charge  of  the  "wet  department"  at  Messrs.  Wyleys, 
where  all  poisons  such  as  strychnine  were  kept  in  a  cupboard 
to  which  no  one  except  himself  had  any  right  to  go.  His 
assistants  were  not  allowed  to  go  to  the  cupboard.  It  was 
Ms  duty  to  "  put  up  "  all  poisonous  drugs.  On  December  22 
last  he  received  ten  orders  from  the  manager,  amongst  them 
being  that  of  Mr.  Brown.  In  Mr.  Brown's  order  1  oz.  of 
strychnine  was  followed  by  4  oz.  of  phenacetin.  He  was 
sure  he  put  up  the  strychnine  in  the  usual  way,  but  was  not 
certain  about  the  phenacetin. 

Mary  Bubb,  assistant  to  the  last  witness,  said  she  was 
employed  to  put  up  non-poisonous  drugs,  and  had  put  up 
phenacetin.  Mr.  Law  always  weighed  poisons,  and  was 
the  only  one  supposed  to  go  to  the  cupboard  in  which 
they  were  kept.  She  had,  however,  been  to  the  cupboard 
at  Mr.  Law's  request  and  fetched  poisons,  but  she  had  never 
weighed  them.  Thomas  Swain,  another  employe  of  Messrs. 
Wyleys,  having  given  evidence  as  to  the  customs  of  the 
firm,  the  Coroner  intimated  that  that  concluded  the  evi- 
dence which  he  proposed  to  call. 

Mr.  Masser,  however,  called  Geoffrey  Poole,  trading  as 
Snape  &  Co.,  at  Great  Hampton  Street,  Birmingham,  chemist 
and  druggist,  who  said  he  obtained  1  oz.  of  phenacetin  from 
Wyleys  on  December  21,  1894,  and  on  January  12  last 
2  oz.  of  the  same  drug.  He  had  sold  it,  and  he  had  heard  of 
none  of  the  purchasers  exhibiting  symptoms  of  strychnine- 
poisoning. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  that  the  deceased  died  from 
strychnine- poisoning  caused  by  the  negligence  of  Mi.  Law 
in  making  up  the  drugs  supplied  to  Mr.  Brown.  They  ex- 
pressed their  feeling  that  Mr.  Brown  might  have  taken  some 
immediate  steps  to  counteract  the  effects  of  the  drug. 

The  Coroner  :  Simply  negligence,  and  not  manslaughter  ? 

A  Juryman  :  We  do  not  mean  criminal  negligence. 


Benzene  Kills  Goldfish. — On  the  occasion  of  some 
recent  festivities  in  the  Park  of  Sacs-Souci  the  fireworks  in- 
cluded a  piece  called  "  fiery  waves,"  in  which  burning 
benzene  was  run  from  the  large  fountain  iuto  the  ornamental 
lake,  with  the  result  that  the  whole  of  the  young  goldfish 
have  been  destroyed. 
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Messrs.  G.  A.  Dompe  &  Co.,  Anglo-American  chemists,  of 
Milan,  have  been  appointed  agents  for  Italy  for  Messrs. 
Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit,  U.S. 

Messes.  Oppenheimee,  Son  &  Co.  (Limited)  have  been 
appointed  sole  wholesale  agents  for  the  supply  of  serums 
prepared  at  the  Pasteur  Institute,  Paris.  The  firm's  latest 
palatinoid  is  one  containing  dried  duodenal  substance  equal 
to  10  gr.  of  the  fresh  material. 

"  The  Major,"  who  writes  "  Club  Chatter "  in  To-day, 
tells  this  week  about  whippet-racing,  and  mentions  that 
"  the  dogs  have  to  undergo  a  certain  amount  of  training 
before  they  are  fit  to  race.  Their  education  has  to  be  at- 
tended to,  and  their  diet  and  exercise  have  to  be  regulated 
to  a  nicety.  Already  the  breed  has  attracted  the  attention 
of  Spratts'  Patent,  the  celebrated  manufacturers  of  dog-foods, 
who  now  make  a  specially-prepared  whippet-biscuit.  I  have 
been  told  by  men  who  have  been  running  whippets  for  many 
years  that  they  have  never  been  able  to  find  such  a  perfect 
diet  for  the  running-dog  as  this  biscuit  of  Spratts." 

Messes.  Coopee  &  Co  ,  2  New  North  Road,  N.,  have  sent 
us  samples  of  some  bismuth  preparations  they  are  adding  to 
their  list  of  concentrated  liquors.  Liq.  bismuthi  cone,  is  a 
solution  six  times  the  strength  of  liq.  bismuthi,  B.P.  It 
should  be  useful  to  those  chemists  who  in  making  liq. 
bismuthi  have  a  difficulty  in  getting  the  bismuth  salt  in 
complete  solution.  We  find  it  up  to  strength  in  bismuth. 
Mist,  bismuthi  comp.  and  liq.  pepsin  c.  bismutho  are  two 
concentrated  preparations  based  on  formulas  we  published  in 
our  1894  DiAEY.  On  dilution  we  find  they  give  perfectly 
bright  solutions  of  a  tempting  pink  colour.  We  would 
suggest  that  the  strength  of  morphia  be  stated  on  the  labels, 
as  some  physicians  pi  efer  to  push  the  sedatives  in  earlier 
stages  of  treatment. 

Messes.  W.  Butcher  &  Son,  of  Blackheath,  S.E.,  have 
introduced  an  excellent  dark-room  requisite  called  the 
"  Primus "  bottle-clip,  the  utility  of  which  is  illustrated  in 
the  accompanying  engraving.     The   clip  is  made  from 


blackened  steel,  and  when  fixed  to  the  wall  or  any  wooden 
support  makes  a  perfect  holder  for  any  bottle  2|  inches  in 
diameter.  We  see  no  reason  for  restricting  the  use  of  the 
clip  to  the  dark  room.  Here  and  there  in  the  pharmacy  is 
a  corner  where  some  potent  remedy  or  poison  is  kept,  but 
the  "  Primus  "  clip  will  make  distribution  of  that  character 
more  thorough  now. 


Phosphorus  in  Match-making. — A  Commission  has 
been  appointed  in  France  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  ques- 
tion of  the  substitution  of  amorphous  phosphorus  for  ordinary 
phosphorus  for  match-making.  The  questions  to  be  gone 
into  were  (1)  to  examine  the  various  kinds  of  matches 
made  with  amorphous  phosphorus  in  use  abroad  which  do 
not  require  a  special  striker,  and  (2)  to  decide  on  what  con- 
ditions a  public  competition  could  be  opened  with  a  view  to 
finding  the  most  practical  way  of  substituting  amorphous 
phosphorus  for  ordinary  phosphorus.  The  Commission  has 
just  issued  a  report  and  finds  a  good  word  to  say  for  English 
matches  of  a  well-known  brand  made  with  white  phosphorus 
and  wood  steeped  in  paraffin.  It  is  stated  that  in  all 
countries  where  the  manufacture  of  matches  is  free  white 
phosphorus  is  used  with  the  exception  of  Russia,  where  it  is 
prohibited  by  a  fiscal  measure.  No  real  result  appears  to 
have  been  arrived  at  by  the  Commission  so  far. 
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INQUIRIES 
AND 
ORDERS  FOR 


WANTED, 

PEROXIDE  OF  HYDROGEN -Ordinary  and  Patent  Preserved. 

EUCALYPTUS  OILS— various  brands  to  samples. 

SULPHUR  CANDLES  AND  "  SULPHUGATORS  "—Kingzett's  patents. 

L.G.B.  CORROSIVE  SUBLIMATE  PELLETS;  also  HgCl3. 

MERCURIC  BACTERICIDE -Kingzett's  patent. 

BINIODIDE  OF  MERCURY  SOLUTION  (Dr.  IllingwortVs  formula). 

"CREOCIDE"  FLUIDS  AND  POWDERS— new  Disinfectants. 

CARBOLATED  (20%)  CREOCIDE. 

CARBOLIC  FLUIDS,  ACID,  POWDERS,  AND  SOAPS. 

CARBOLATED  CREOSOTE— ordinary  and  soluble. 

KINGZETT'S  DRAIN  TESTERS. 

WEED  DESTROYER-in  liquid  form. 

SHEEP  DIPS— "Carbolic,"  "Sanitas,"  and  "Creocide." 

SANITARY  CARBOLIC  POWDER-in  decorated  tins  or  bulk. 

CHLORIDE  OF  ZINC-of  any  gravity. 

CHLORIDE  OF  LIME  ;  GREEN  AND  BLUE  COPPERAS. 

MANGANATE  AND  PERMANGANATE  OF  SODA  AND  POTASH. 

SULPHUR— refined  rock,  roll,  and  flowers. 

PEPPERMINT  OILS  for  drain  testing,  &c,  &c.  ' 

"SANITAS  "-EUCALYPTUS  OIL.  LISINFECTORS,  AND  SOAP. 

"SANITAS"  FLUIDS,  OIL,    POWDER.  DISTEMPER,  SOAPS, 

FUMIGATORS,  INHALERS,  DISINFECTORS,  TABLETS  ; 

VETERINARY,  TOILET,  &  OTHER  PREPARATIONS  & 

APPLIANCES. 

THE  SAMTAS  CO.,  LIE,  Bethnai  Green,  LONDON,  E 

TOMLINSON  &  CO.'S 


ESTABLISHED  1842. 


Only  Address— MINT  ST.,  LINCOLN. 

Stocked  by  all  Wholesale  Houses. 


CONDY 


Contains  no  PERMANGANATE  of  POTASH. 


ELEVEN  INJUNCTIO: 

With  damages  and  costs  have  been  obtained  against  Chemists 
selling  a  solution  of  Permanganate  of  Potash  in  execution 
of  orders  for  "  Condy's  Fluid." 

CONDY  &  MITCHELL,  Ltd.,  67  Turnmill  St.,  London,  England. 


Now  Ready,  4to,  pp.  cxxiii.  and  508,  cloth,  price  15j. 

COD -LIVER  OIL 
CHEMISTRY 

With  Map  and  nearly  2,000  graphic  Illustrations  of  the  structures  of 
organic  compounds,  including  most  "  New  Kemedies." 

By  F.  PECKEL  MOLLER,  Ph.D. 

A  most  useful  book  to  those  who  study  Organic  Chemistry  and  wish  to 
understand  it. 


Chemists  ordering  direct  from  the  Publisher,  PETER  MOLLER,  43  Snow 
Hill,  LONDON,  E.O.,  and  sending  remittance,  will  be  allowed  the  full  trade 
discount  of  23J  per  cent.,  delivered  to  any  London  Wholesale  House  for 
enclosure,  or  free  by  pott  for  6d.  extra. 


mSL  XT  3VE  FOR  I>'S 


THB 


FABEINGDON  HO  AD,  LONDON.  B.C. 
BEST  THAT  CAN  BE  PROSVCBD. 


BEST 

CLEANED  LINSEED 

(For  Tea)  


} 


CRUSHED  LINSEED  }  18/  } 

17/ } 

23/1 
16/} 

14/ j 


PURE  \ 

STARCH  POWDER  J 


PUEE 

PULLER'S  EARTH 

f  Light  Colour) 


) 


PUBS 

PULLER'S  EARTH 

 (Pine)  


} 


1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  ffn 
28,  &  56  lbs,  free  on  rail  Long.  * 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  ffm 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  ij| 

28,  &  66  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond.  r 

1  owt.  carriage  paid ;  or  7, 14,  if  I 
28,  &  66  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond. 

1  cwt.  carriage  paid  ;  or  7, 14,  if! 
28,  &  56  lbs.  free  on  rail  Lond.  P 


*  CAEBIa&E  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  withm  200  miles  of  I 
London  (or  allowance  made  for  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  I 
of  112  lbs.  and  upwards  of  above  articles. 


TOLLMAN'S  "SStf? 

I  V    limmates  pain  /m*    TrtfartS vnlfl} 

JLTmbrocation 


ELLIMArTS 
£5  14  0 

value, 
assorted  or  not, 

10  per  cent.  Cask, 
carriage  not  paid. 

Agreement,  Bills, 
Books, 
Show  Cards. 

ELLIMAN, 
SONS  &  CO, 

Slough, 
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STRYCHNINE    IN    THE  PHENACETIN- 
BOTTLE. 

We  report  this  week  the  conclusion  of  the  irqniry  aft 
Birmingham  into  the  circumstances  attending  the  death  of 
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poisonous  articles,  and  though  we  might  see  the  possibility 
of  one  being  supplied  for  the  other,  we  confess  to  a 
great  difficulty  in  understanding  how  the  mixture  could 
nave  been  effected. 

Of  course  the  moral  easily  drawn  from  the  sad  event  is 
that  one  which  has  so  often  formed  a  theme  for  writers — 
that  the  chemist  should  test  every  article  he  takes  into 
stock.  The  precaution  of  a  special  poisons  department 
seems  to  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Brown.  We  do  not 
suppose  it  will  be  regarded  as  practicable  by  most  chemists 
to  carefully  analyse  everything  received  from  a  wholesale 
house,  and  we  can  quite  imagine  that  a  man  who  did  that 
for  years,  and  never  found  a  mistake — which  would  probably 
be  the  case — would  be  likely  to  get  lax  at  last  in  the 
observance  of  the  practice.  But  it  should  be  quite 
practicable,  and  it  should  b3  an  inflexible  rule,  for  every 
chemist  to  take  means  to  ensure  himself  against  errors  of 
the  nature  of  the  one  which  suggests  these  remarks.  After 
all,  the  cases  in  which  such  errors  are  possible  are  not  many. 
They  are  almost  confined  to  white  powders,  and  a  chemical 
test  is  only  necessary  in  regard  to  a  very  few  of  these.  The 
novelist's  typical  mistake  of  oxalic  acid  for  Epsom  salts  is  not 
possible  to  a  competent  man,  and  if  every  available  precaution, 
such  as  that  of  always  having  strychnine  in  crystals, be  taken, 
a  further  step  towards  safety  is  sure.  One  more  thing  may 
be  said.  It  is  to  point  out  the  importance  of  every  chemist 
being  ready  with  a  knowledge  of  the  proper  thing  to  do  in 
a  case  of  poisoning.  Mr.  Brown  knew  within  a  minute  of 
giving  Mr.  Harrop  the  fatal  dose  that  something  was  wrong. 
He  ascertained  for  himself  that  the  powder  he  had  given 
was  bitter,  and  he  seems  to  have  most  improperly  assumed 
that  the  bitterness  was  due  to  salicin,  and  to  have  rested 
on  that  assumption.  It  is  not  likely,  but  it  is  at  least  pos- 
sible, that  with  prompt  action  the  life  might  have  been 
saved;  and  for  his  own  reputation's  sake,  as  well  as  for  the 
sake  of  the  customer's  life,  every  possible  effort  should  have 
been  made  to  ascertain  what  the  nature  of  the  error  wa3, 
and  to  have  at  once  taken  steps  to  remedy  it. 


THE    BRITISH    PHARM  ACOPCEIA. 

Some  weeks  ago  we  wrote  briefly  of  the  report  which 
Professor  AttSeld,  in  his  capacity  as  Reporter  on  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  to  the  Medical  Council,  had  submitted  to  the 
Council,  indicating  that  when  published  it  would  be  found 
to  be  the  most  important  of  the  series  compiled  by  the  pro- 
fessor since  his  appointment.  It  focuses  the  work  of  the 
last  period  before  Pharmacopoeia  revision  was  taken  up  in 
earnest,  and  gathers  together  in  one  hank  threads  which  so 
far  were  waiting  attention.  We  take  it  that  few  who  have 
studied  the  abstracts  of  the  previous  eight  reports  which  we 
have  published  will  not  agree  that  we  were  right  when  we 
said  in  November,  1886,  that  with  the  annual  reports,  then 
proposed,  "  the  compilation  of  a  new  Pharmacopoeia  will  be 
an  easy  and  almost  a  mechanical  task.  Whoever  originated 
the  idea  deserves  the  credit  of  having  contributed  a  valuable 
reform  to  official  pharmacy,  and  will  probably  be  found  to 
have  suggested  a  piece  of  periodical  pharmaceutical  literature 
of  peculiar  value."  We  now  know  that  the  idea  originated 
with  the  Reporter  himself,  and  by  request  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia Committee  he  formulated  the  lines  which  they  should 
follow.    The  forecast  has  been  fulfilled  except  in  respect  to 


a  gentleman  who  had  gone  into  a  chemist's  shop  for  a  phena- 
cetin  powder,  and  had  been  supplied  with  and  had  taken  a 
powder  composed,  as  it  now  appears,  of  a  mixture  of  phena- 
cetin  and  strychnine. 

At  the  previous  sitting  of  the  Coroner's  jury  it  was  stated 
that  the  chemist  had  supplied  some  of  the  deadly  mixture  to 
other  customers,  and  it  was  regarded  as  a  rather  astonishing 
circumstance  that  no  other  fatal  result  had  been  heard  of. 
Now  it  appears  that  at  least  one  other  death  is  traceable  to 
the  terrible  mistake.  A  lady  in  the  habit  of  taking  phena- 
cetin  powders  had  obtained  some  from  the  same  chemist,  had 
taken  one,  and  had  died  before  her  medical  attendant 
arrived.  That  case  would  evidently  never  have  been  heard 
of  if  the  inquest  on  Mr.  Harrop  had  not  been  reported,  for 
her  medical  attendant  had  certified  her  death  to  have  been 
caused  by  cancer  and  syncope !  Much  comment  might  be 
made  on  this  most  suggestive  occurrence,  and  we  cannot 
mnderstand  how  the  Coroner  and  jury  could  have  allowed 
the  story  of  this  mistaken  certificate  to  pass  with  so  little 
observation  as  appears  to  have  been  made.  It  seems  to  us 
that  when  a  doctor  certifies  the  cause  of  a  death  which  he 
Jaas  not  witnessed  it  becomes  his  duty  to  be  doubly  particular 
as  to  the  circumstances  and  symptoms.  In  this  case  there 
was  quite  enough  of  mystery  to  compel  further  investigation, 
and  we  still  hope  that  Dr.  Parkes  will  have  a  further  oppor- 
tunity of  explaining  his  apparent  remissness.  The  Coroner 
represents  the  public,  and  not  the  medical  profession ; 
and  we  should  have  thought  the  injunction  of  religious  care 
in  the  preparation  of  certificates  of  death  would  have  come 
among  his  special  functions. 

The  appalling  double  calamity  which  the  inquest  reveals 
reminds  us  of  the  highly  responsible  nature  of  a  chemist's 
business.  No  chemist  can  read  the  story  without  a  deep 
feeling  of  sympathy  for  the  pharmacist  from  whose  estab- 
lishment these  death-dealing  powders  were  sent.  An  acci- 
dent of  the  kind  occurs  so  unexpectedly,  and  it  must  leave 
behind  it  such  a  lifelong  remorse,  that  a  chemist  may  well 
feel  that  the  bare  risk  of  it  can  hardly  be  compensated  by 
whatever  may  be  the  attractions  of  the  vocation.  That  such 
accidents  happen  with  astonishing  rarity  is  a  great  testimony 
to  the  almost  invariable  care  and  systematic  arrangement 
which  prevail  in  pharmacies  generally. 

It  is  worth  while  to  examine  pretty  closely  how  the  error 
in  the  present  instance  arose,  though  we  confess  the  evi- 
dence as  reported  tends  rather  to  mystify  than  to  enlighten 
us.  As  we  make  out,  Mr.  Brown,  the  chemist,  ordered  some 
goods  last  December  from  one  of  Messrs.  Wyleys'  travellers, 
among  the  items,  and  following  each  other,  being  1  oz. 
of  strychnine  and  4  oz  of  phenacetin.  The  bottle  labelled 
"Strychnine"  was  put  in  the  poisons-cupboard,  and  the 
bottle  labelled  '  Phenacetin"  was  pat  away  in  the  cellar. 
Until  June  16  Mr.  Brown  dispensed  phenacetin  from  a 
previous  stock.  On  that  date  he  opened  the  bottle 
supplied  by  Messrs.  Wyleys.  Now  it  turns  out  that 
that  bottle  contained  a  mixture  of  strychnine  and 
phenacetin,  the  strychnine  being  in  the  proportion  of 
nearly  one-third ;  but  it  was  not  equally  diffused,  being  in 
larger  proportion  towards  the  bottom  of  the  bottle,  said 
Dr.  Bostock  Hill,  the  analyst.  The  bottle  labelled 
"  Strychnine,"  supplied  by  Messrs.  Wyleys  contained,  accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Hill,  phenacetin  simply,  and  Mr.  Brown  said  he 
had  had  numerous  complaints  that  some  vermin -killer  he  had 
put  up  from  it  had  no  effect  on  rats  or  mice.  The  two  mem- 
bers of  Messrs.  Wyleys'  Birmingham  staff  who  put  up  the  order 
referred  to  gave  evidenca.  A  young  man  who  had  exclusive 
charge  of  the  poisons  department  said  he  put  up  the  strychnine, 
and  a  young  woman  said  she  put  up  the  phenacetin.  There 
seems  to  have  been  a  systematic  method  of  dealing  with 


therapeutics  and  pharmacology,  which  the  Reporter  has  not 
attempted  to  epitomise  in  his  annual  summaries,  and  we 
believe  that  the  result  in  the  actual  work  of  revision  will  be 
that  the  pharmacists  engaged  in  that  work  will  find  a  large 
majority  of  the  knotty  points  of  criticism  already  thought 
out  and  settled  in  the  reports,  or,  if  not  settled,  the  facts  so 


so 
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■well  marshalled  that  little  time  will  be  lost  in  discussion. 
Without  going  back  upon  the  previous  reports,  a  process 
■which  really  amounts  to  reviewing  the  pharmaceutical 
literature  of  the  past  decade,  we  may  refer  to  some  points 
of  principle  referred  to  in  the  report  before  us. 

Nomenclature  has  been  frequently  touched  upon  in  them, 
and  so  far  as  chemical  terms  are  concerned,  Professor 
Attfield,  with  every  sympathy  for  continental  practice  and 
progress  in  scientific  terminology,  has  advanced  cogent 
reasons  for  retaining  the  forms  which  now  serve  their  objects 
so  well.  For  the  purposes  of  English  medicine  and  phar- 
macy, such  names  as  quininas  sulphas  cannot  be  improved 
upon.  Mr.  Joseph  Ince,  whose  regard  for  pure  latinity  is 
proverbial,  made  some  suggestions  at  the  Oxford  Conference 
which  cannot,  however,  be  overlooked.  We  have  certain 
anomalies,  such  as  alcohol,  chloral,  and  pepsin  amongst 
indeclinables,  while  other  words  of  a  similar  nature  are 
officially  declinable.  The  Keporter  recognises  the  wisdom  of 
the  advice  to  briDg  these  into  line,  and  as  Mr.  Ince  has 
been  included  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Pharmacopoeia  Com- 
mittee we  may  conclude  this  matter  to  be  settled.  So  in 
future  we  shall  have  alcohol-is,pepsinum,  thymol-is,  and  so  on. 
7hen  the  final  e  will  once  for  all  be  disposed  of.  The  Phar- 
macopoeia sins  in  respect  to  glycerine  and  gelatine,  not,  how- 
ever, in  regard  to  pepsin,  which  Professor  Attfield  seems  to 
indicate.  The  synthetic  products  of  a  basic  character 
(antipyrin,  &c.)  are  somewhat  troublesome  in  the  matter  of 
the  final  e.  From  the  chemical  point  of  view,  they  deserve 
the  e,  but  opinions  are  divided,  and  we  think  the  wise  course 
would  be  to  give  the  ultimate  vowel  to  alkaloids  only. 
May  we  remind  the  committee  that  the  B.P.  is  at  variance 
with  all  other  Pharmacopoeias  in  the  spelling  of  creosote  1 

Perhaps  the  topic  of  greatest  interest  at  this  moment  is 
the  introduction  of  the  metric  system  into  the  Pharma- 
copoeia. The  legalising  of  the  system  for  trade  purposes 
has  even  been  a  heckling  subject  for  parliamentary  candi- 
dates, a  few  of  whom  have  pledged  themselves  to  give  it 
immediate  attention.  This  matter,  or  the  absence  of  the 
Jate  member  for  science  from  the  House  of  Commons,  need 
not  influence  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee,  as  the  use  of 
metric  weights  and  measures  for  the  purpose  of  compounding 
medicines  is  perfectly  legal.  So  Professor  Attfield  considers 
it,  as,  without  comment,  he  gives  formulae  in  the  present 
report  wherein  the  English  and  metric  systems  appear  side 
by  side.  The  style  is  that  adopted  in  the  U.S. P.  For 
example : — 

Emplastrum  Belladonna \ — Belladonna  Plaster. 

Take  of— 

Liquid  extract  of  belladonna    . .       . .    4  fl.  oz.   or   103  c.c. 

Eesin-plaster  I  of  each  ^  m_       or   62i  granmes. 

Soap-plaster  I 

Evaporate  the  liquid  extract  of  belladonna  by  the  heat  of  a  water-bath 
until  it  is  reduced  to  1  oz.  (or  25  grammes),  then  add  the  plasters,  pre- 
viously melted,  and  mix  the  whole  thoroughly. 

Note. — One  hundred  parts  by  weight  contain  about  half  of  one  part  of  the 
alkaloids  of  belladonna. 

Vinum  Ipecacuanha. — Ipecacuanha  Wine. 

Take  of — 

Ipecacuanha,  in  coarse  powder    . .       . .    4  oz.     or   100  grammes. 

Diluted  acetic  acid  8  fl.  oz.  or   200  c.c. 

Distilled  water   a  sufficiency. 

Mix  the  diluted  acetic  acid  with  twice  its  volume  of  the  water,  and  damp 
the  ipecacuanha  with  4  fl.  oz.  (or  100  c.c.)  o£  the  mixture.  Allow  to  stand 
for  six  hours  or  longer,  then  pack  in  a  glass  or  earthenware  percolator  and 
add  another  4  fl. oz.  (or  100  c.c.)  of  the  mixed  acid  and;  water.  When  the 
liquid  begins  to  drop,  close  the  lower  orifice  of  the  percolator  and  allow  to 
macerate  overnight ;  then  continue  percolation,  using  the  remainder  of  the 
mixed  acid  and  water,  and  finally  distilled  water  alone,  until  the  root  is 
exhausted.  Collect  the  percolate  in  several  fractions  of  about  8  fl.  oz.  (or 
200  c.c.)  each,  and  evaporate  each  separately  to  dryness.  Powder  the 
residue  and  introduce  it  into  a  well-closed  bottle.  Determine  the  propor- 
tion of  alkaloids  in  this  extract  as  follows  :— 


Mix  20  gr.  (or  l'O  gramme)  with  ten  times  its  weight  of  clean  dry 
sand,  agitate  thoroughly  in  a  securely-closed  flask  or  bottle  with 
2  fl.  oz.  (or  40  c.c.)  of  the  solvent  described  under  the  assay  of  Ipeca- 
cuanha-root ;  allow  to  stand  for  twelve  hours  with  occasional  agitation ; 
pour  off  exactly  1  fl.  oz.  (or  20  c.c.)  of  the  solvent,  and  extract  the 
alkaloids  therefrom  by  the  process  of  separation  described  under 
Ipecacuanha-root. 

Take  now  of  this  cry  powdered  extract  so  much  as  contains  35  gr 
(or  2  grammes)  of  alkaloids,  rub  it  to  a  smooth  paste  with  a  little  sherry,' 
and  then  add  sufficient  sherry  to  make  the  whole  measure  80  fl.  oz.  (or 
2  litres)  ;  allow  to  stand  for  twenty -four  hours  in  a  cool  place,  and  filter. 

We  quoteTthese  formulas  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  also 
prospective  alterations  in  pharmacopceial  methods. 

Another  subject  which  Professor  Attfield  puts  forward  as 
ripe  for  settlement  is  repercolation.  Mr.  F.  C.  J.  Bird  brought 
it  before  the  Oxford  Conference,  and  at  last  it  has  come 
home  to  practical  pharmacists  generally  that  the  process  is  a 
short  way  of  reaching  a  strong  liquid  preparation  of  the 
soluble  constituents  of  drugs  in  an  unaltered  state.  Dr» 
Inglis  Clark  is  on  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee,  and  he  is 
the  first  of  the  present  generation  of  English  pharmacists 
who  publicly  advocated  the  process.  Squibb  is  generally 
accredited  with  its  origin,  so  far  as  pharmacy  is  concerned, 
but  the  principle  has  long  been  in  use  for  many  technical 
purposes,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  made 
official  in  British  pharmacy.  Professor  Attfield  gives  an  ex- 
ample of  its  application  under  "Extractum  Belladonnas 
Liquidum."  At  the  risk  of  making  this  note  inordinately 
lengthy  we  quote  the  directions 

Divide  the  bjlladonna-root  [2  lb?.,  or  1,280  grammes]  into  four  equal 
portions,  and  damp  the  first  with  6  fl.  oz.  (or  240  c.c.)  of  a  mixture  of 
7  fluid  parts  of  rectified  spirit  with  1  fluid  part  of  distilled  water ;  allow  to- 
stand  for  six  hours,  then  pack  firmly  and  uniformly  in  a  percolator.  Pour 
over  the  surface  of  the  powder  6  fl.  oz.  (or  240  c.c.)  of  the  same  mixture  of 
spirit  and  water ;  when  the  liquid  begins  to  drop  close  the  lower  orifice  of: 
the  percolator,  and  allow  to  macerate  for  twenty  four  hours.  Continue  to 
slowly  percolate,  adding  more  of  the  same  menstruum  as  required,  and 
using  the  first  6  fl.  oz.  (or  240  c  c.)  of  percolate  to  damp  the  second  portion, 
of  the  belladonna-root.  Collect  the  percolate  in  fractions  of  4  fl.  oz.  (or 
160  c.c.)  each,  or  less,  and  haviug  packed  the  second  portion  of  moistened, 
root  in  another  percolator,  use  the  several  fractions  of  percolate  successively 
for  its  extraction,  carrying  on  the  percolation  exactly  as  in  the  first, 
percolator.  The  first  6  fl.  oz.  (or  2 10  c.c.)  from  the  second  percolator  is  used 
to  damp  the  third  portion  of  powder,  and  this  system  of  repercolation  is 
carried  out  through  the  whole  series  of  percolators.  Reserve  the  first  12J  fl.  oz. 
(or  500  c.c.)  of  percolate  from  the  fourth  percolator,  and  recover  the- 
spirituous  liquor  from  the  marc  by  displacement  with  water  or  by  pressure. 
The  resulting  fluid  may  be  used  instead  of  fresh  menstruum  when  the 
operator  is  again  preparing  this  extract,  or  it  may  be  concentrated  and  the 
residual  extract  dissolved  in  rectified  spirit  and  added  to  the  reserved, 
pottion  of  percolate  before  assay  [after  which  tne  percolate  is  diluted  to. 
contain  0'75  per  cent,  of  alkaloids]. 

The  only  other  principle  dealt  with  in  the  report,  by  example 
or  otherwise,  is  that  of  standardisation,  which  is  well  recog- 
nised, either  by  assay  processes,  or  by  the  addition  of 
chemical  and  physical  tests  to  galenical  preparations.  With 
the  general  paragraphs  of  the  report  it  is  unnecessary  to 
deal,  as  they  embody  mainly  correction  of  data  rather  than 
change  of  principle,  and  the  work  of  revision  has  now  so  far 
advanced  that  the  republication  of  criticism  can  serve  no 
useful  object. 

There  is  one  matter,  however,  to  which  we  ought 
to  allude,  as  it  concerns  the  interests  of  colonial  and 
Indian  subscribers.  It  may  be  remembered  that  Professor 
Attfield  suggested  to  the  Medical  Council  in  1886  considera- 
tion of  any  changes  which  might  be  effected  in  the  B.P.  to 
better  adapt  it  to  Indian  and  colonial  requirements,  and  that 
suggestion  took  form,  with  the  result  that  the  Government 
Departments  and  other  responsible  authorities  have  given 
the  Medical  Council  a  gratifying  amount  of  help.  The 
reports  received  have  been  most  voluminous,  but  we  under- 
stand that  the  editor  has  reduced  them  to  workable  propor- 
tions, and  the  suggestions  contained  in  them  will,  as  far  as 
practicable,  be  embodied  in  the  forthcoming  edition. 
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Work  on  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  is  now  in  full  swing.  The 
committees  o£  the  General  Medical  Council  and  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  are  proceeding  systematically  with  their 
experiments  and  deliberations.  Naturally,  one  of  the  first 
things  the  committees  have  to  do  is  to  decide  upon  Additions 
and  Omissions,  and  in  this  the  several  reports  which  have 
been  drawn  up  by  Societies  and  others  regarding  the  use  of 
official  and  unofficial  medicines  are  assisting  the  committees, 
and,  if  we  may  judge  from  inquiries  made  to  us,  none  more 
than  the  pioneer-report  which  we  published  in  the  early  days 
of  our  weekly  issue.  We  may  recall  the  fact  that  in  1886 
we  received  13,000  prescriptions  from  pharmacists  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  of  which  we  selected  10,000  for  analysis, 
and  the  results  proved  so  interesting  and  valuable  that  last 
year  Mr.  Martindale  repeated  the  experiment,  but  on  a  less 
catholic  basis.  The  results  of  these  and  other  reports  are 
now  to  be  a  distinct  assistance  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  Com- 
mittees in  clearing  the  way  for  the  final  work  of  compilation. 
The  organisation  for  experiment,  proving,  and  all  else  that 
will  go  to  the  actual  book-making  is  practically  complete, 
and  it  is  probable  that  the  President  of  the  1896  Conference 
will  be  in  a  position,  as  the  President  of  the  1885  one  was, 
to  include  comments  upon  the  new  British  Pharmacopreia  in 
his  presidential  address. 


BACTERIA    IN  EGGS. 
It  has  been  reserved  for  Dr.  McClintock,  oE  the  University 
of  Michigan,  to  point  out  that  not  even  that  dainty  adjunct 
to  the  breakfast-table — the  egg — is  free  from  the  ravages  of 
the  "  ubiquitous  microbe."    Hitherto  this  article  has  been 
consumed  in  happy  ignorance,  but  the  result  of  Dr.  McClin- 
tock's  investigation  will  be  to  seriously  interfere  with  the 
peace  of  mind  of  many.    In  an  evil  moment  the  doctor  took 
up  the  task  of  ascertaining  whether  eggs  were  infected  with 
bacteria,  and,  if  so,  Twhether  before  they  were  laid  or  not. 
A  healthy  laying  hen  was  obtained,  and  after  repeated  wash- 
ings in  a  sublimate  solution  she  was  placed  in  a  sterilised 
cage.    The  hen  laid  regularly  every  other  day,  and  the  eggs 
were  obtained  as  soon  as  possible  after  being  laid  and 
some  of  them  wrapped  in  sterilised  cotton  and  placed  in  an 
incubator.    All  these  eggs  became  decomposed  and  swarmed 
with  bacteria.    Other  eggs  taken  from  the  hen  as  soon  as 
laid  were  broken  and  cultures  made  from  their  contents. 
Some  of  these  culture-tubes  developed;  others  remained 
sterile.     Some  days   after  .  the    hen    was  killed,  and 
with  due  precautions,  culture-tubes  were  inoculated  from 
various  portions  of  the  oviduct.    Most  of  these  tubes  de- 
veloped.   The  evidence  here  seems  to  point  to  the  fact  that 
the  egg  was  inoculated  during  its  passage  down  the  oviduct 
before  the  shell  was  formed.    It  does  not,  of  course,  follow 
that  all  eggs  contain  microbes,  nor  does  it  follow  that  even 
where  bacteria  are  present  they  are  in  any  way  harmful.  It 
is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  eggs  kept  excluded 
from  the  air  will  keep  almost  indefinitely.    It  is,  moreover, 
difficult  to  understand  how  the  experimenter  succeeded  in 
completely  sterilising  his  hen  and  her  cage,  and,  if  he  suc- 
ceeded in  that  temporarily,  in  keeping  her  sterile.  The 
feathers  of  the  bird,  especially  when  shut  up,  would  offer  the 
more  favourable  medium  for  propagating  bacteria,  and  it  is 
quite  possible  that  hence  came  the  microbes.  But,  after  all  is 
said.'what  we  want  to  know  is  the  utility  of  information  of  this 
kind?    If  Dr.  McClintock  had  boiled  his  eggs,  and  after  that 
found  in  them  the  germs  of  some  specific  disease,  such  as 
typhoid  or  diphtheria,  there  might  be  cause  for  trouble  ; 
but,  if  there  are  any  bacteria  which  will  survive  a  few 
minutes  in  a  frying-pan  along  with  a  rasher  of  bacon,  we 
would  feel  inclined  to  ask  the  Michigan  professor  to  proceed 
■with  his  investigations. 


POOR  LAW  DISPENSERSHIPS. 
About  a  month  ago  we  communicated  with  the  Locai 
Government  Board,  Edinburgh,  regarding  the  new  regula- 
tion issued  from  Whitehall,  in  reference  to  the  appointment 
of  Poor  law  dispenserships.  The  Scotch  Board  have  had  the 
matter  under  consideration,  and  now  inform  us  that  the  new- 
regulation  does  not  apply  to  Scotland.  We  have  also  ascer- 
tained that  it  does  not  apply  to  Ireland. 

READING  WRITING. 

Our  Own  Magazine,  the  organ  of  the  Y.M.C.A.,  has- 
undertaken  to  supply  its  readers  with  a  formula  for  a  corn- 
cure,  and  this  is  how  it  is  given  :— 

Acide  tallylic,  half  a  drachm ;  ext.  caunatis  trichia,  ten 
grains;  collodium  ibexilu,  one  ounce.  To  be  applied  to  the 
callous  part  with  a  brush  two  or  three  times  a  day.  Bottle- 
should  be  labelled  "  Poison." 

The  editor  has  evidently  been  trying  to  decipher  a  written, 
prescription,  and  his  success  is  of  the  usual  amateur 
character. 

'  POISON"  v.  "HORRIBLY  PAINFUL.'' 
The  Globe,  which  sometimes  discusses  medical  and 
pharmaceutical  matters  with  acumen,  referring  to  the- 
epidemic  of  carbolic  suicides  in  Lancashire,  says: — "There 
is  no  profit  whatever,  so  far  as  suicides  are  concerned,  in. 
labelling  the  bottle  '  Poison ' ;  it  is  precisely  for  that  reason 
that  they  obtain  a  supply.  How  would  it  be  to  give  warning 
on  the  label  that  death  by  carbolic  acid  is  horribly  painful  ? 
Very  few  of  the  poor  demented  creatures  possess  the  nerve- 
to  face  an  agonising  death,  and  while  they  were  hunting 
about  for  the  means  of  painless  extinction,  sanity  might 
return.  The  further  advantage  would  be  secured  of  deterring 
children  from  drinking  carbolic  acid  in  the  belief  that  it  is  a 
luxurious  drink  reserved  for  parental  use."  It  is  a  pity  the 
Globe  should  spoil  its  wisdom  by  the  last  nonsensical1 
sentence. 

A  FOSTERIAN  SENSE. 

The  Zoophilist  makes  merry  over  Professor  Michael  Foster's, 
speech  at  the  dinner  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Speak- 
ing of  his  call  at  the  Bond  Street  chemist's  to  procure  a 
"  pick-me-up  "  to  relieve  his  depressing  views  of  the  science 
of  the  day,  our  contemporary  remarks  "that  vivisectors 
must  often  be  taken  like  that."  As  "  for  the  Professor's 
after-dinner  sentiments,  he  is  reported  to  have  said  that. 
'  the  very  spirit  of  a  scientific  man  was  to^believe  that  his 
brother  was  a  liar,  and  that  his  one  duty  was  to  prove  it.'  Why, 
certainly !  And  so  he  is ;  and  so  he  does — that  is  to  say, 
when  he  works  in  a  physiological  laboratory ;  and  he  is  so 
used  to  call  his  fellow  researcher  '  a  liar '  that  the  word 
comes  handy  and  drops  from  his  pen  automatically  when  he 
is  writirjg  to  the  Times  and  criticising  anti-vivisectionists. 
We  are  grateful  for  this  Fosterian  candour,  both  ante  and 
post  prandial.  Professor  Victor  Horsley  was  present,  but 
we  do  not  learn  that  he  believed  his  brother  to  be  guilty 
of  lying— in  a  Fosterian  sense,  at  any  rate.  He  is  far 
too  polite  to  say  so,  whatever  he  might  think — is  he  not  ?  " 

CATCHING  THE  SMALL  FRY. 
The  Medical  Press  is  badly  informed  in  regard  to  Phar- 
macy-Act prosecutions.  Referring  to  the  Fannin  case  our 
contemporary  says : — "  The  pharmaceutical  societies  are 
willing  enough  to  try  conclusions  with  a  small  trader  who 
has  neither  money  nor  time  to  spend  on  his  defence,  and  is, 
therefore,  likely  to  submit  humbly,  but  they  are  afraid  to 
lay  hands  upon  the  co-operative  stores,  which  are  doing  a 
roaring  business  in  drugs  by  the  agency  of  a  qualified 
chemist.  The  stores  are  rich,  and  as  they  make  handsome 
profits  out  of  their  medicine-trade,  they  will  fight  every 
step  of  their  defence  with  vigour,  and  even  go  to  the  House 
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of  Lords  if  necessary.  We  cannot  have  much  respect  for 
a  partial  enforcement  of  the  law  against  the  weak,  while 
the  strong  and  the  audacious  are  allowed  to  break  it  with 
impunity.  The  chemists  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  can 
well  afford  to  meet  the  co-operative  stores  in  court,  and  if 
1ihey  fear  to  do  so,  they  should  leave  Messrs.  Fannin  &  Co. 
and  the  smaller  fry  alone."  The  Press  ought  to  know  that 
the  stores  question  was  long  ago  fought  right  up  to  the 
House  of  Lords. 

CANADIAN  CUSTOMS  CURIOSITIES. 
We  do  not  attempt  to  understand  the  vagaries  of  tariff 
imports  at  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Birring  the  duties  on 
tea,  tobacco  and  alcoholic  liquors  we  have  little  or  nothing 
of  that  sort,  and  pay  our  taxes  with  a  human  amount  of 
.grumbling  and  the  minimum  of  friction.  It  is  not  so  in 
Canada,  or,  indeed,  in  any  country  where  there  are  classifica- 
tion and  tariff  associated  together.  The  Montreal  Phar- 
maceutical Journal  gives  an  example  of  this.  It  appears 
that  Messrs.  Coleman  &  Co.,  of  Norwich,  have  sent  samples 
of  Wincarnis  to  medical  men  throughout  the  Dominion,  but 
when  their  agents  passed  a  sample  lot  through  the  Customs 
they  found  they  had  to  pay  $2.12^  per  gallon  and  30  per 
•cent,  ad  val.  duty,  which  they  consider  would  not  enable 
them  to  prosecute  the  extensive  business  which  they  in- 
tended Moreover,  Vin  Mariani  had  been  admitted  upon  the 
basis  of  the  wine-duty — viz.  25c.  per  gallon — the  importer 
(having  secured  this  smart  ruling  early  last  year.  The 
importers  of  Wincarnis  now  want  to  know  why  it  should  not 
be  placed  upon  the  same  footing,  and  the  Tariff  Commissioner 
4ias  called  in  the  Government  analyst  to  help  him  in  his 
contention  that  Wincarnis  is  a  medicine  and  not  a  table-wine. 
The  result  will  be  interesting.  The  M.P.J,  shows  other 
inconsistencies  of  the  tariff  working.  Thus  surgical  instru- 
ments of  all  kinds  pay  15  per  cent,  ad  val.,  but  clinical 
thermometers  are  taxed  25  percent,  as  scientific  instruments. 
Splints  are  taxed  at  25  to  35  per  cent,  according  to  the 
material  they  are  made  of  ;  but  the  officials  rule  that  a  glass 
urinometer  is  a  surgical  instrument  and  therefore  pays  the 
15  per  cent.  To  stop  all  such  inconsistencies  the  Montreal 
Board  of  Trade  have  petitioned  the  Dominion  Senate  to 
appoint  a  board  of  experts,  to  consist  of  five  members — viz., 
one  for  each  of  the  principal  branches  of  trade,  as  follows  : — 
<1)  Dry  goods ;  (2)  hardware,  oils,  paints,  &c ;  (3)  drugs, 
-chemicals,  fancy  goods,  stationery,  and  jewellery ;  (4) 
groceries,  provisions,  and  fruits ;  (5)  leather  and  shosfindings. 
Why  not  petition  for  the  abolition  of  the  tariff  ? 


Bew  Books. 


Baldwin,  E.  T.    A  Treatise  on  the' Law  of  Bankruptcy  and  Bills  of  Sale 
With  an  Appendix  containing  the  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883-1890.   7th  edit, 
vo.   Pp.  1,184.   21s.   (Stevens  &  H.) 

Hempel,  Otto.  Das  Herbarium.  Praktische  Anleitung  zum  Sammeln, 
Praparieren  und  Conservieren  von  Piianzen  fur  ein  Herbarium  von  wissen- 
schaftlichem  Werthe.  Post  8ro.  Illustrated.  1.50m.  (Robert  Oppenheim 
(Gustav  Schmidt),  Berlin  S.W.) 

Rideal,  Dr.  S.  Disinfection  and  Disinfectants  (an  Introduction  to  the  Study 
'/)>  together  with  an  account  of  the  Chemical  Substances  used  as  Antiseptics 
and  Preservatives.  Oloth.  Royal  8vo.  /Pp.  xii  and  328.  Illustrated  with 
-woodcuts.   (Ohas.  Griffin  &  Co.,  Limited.) 

Shumway,  H.  L.  A  Handbook  on  Tabirculosis  anting  Cattle.  W  ith  Cbn 
siderations  of  the  Relation  of  the  Disease  to  the  Health  and  Life  of  the 
Human  Family,  &o.   12mo.   Pp.  192.   3s.  6d.  net.  (Low.) 

Smith,  W.  J.  A  Medical  and  Surgical  Help  for  Shipmasters  and  QJficzrs 
<in  the  Merchant  Navy,  including  first  aid  to  the  injured.  With  colourei 
■plates  and  numerous  illustrations.  Grown  8vo.   Pp.350.   6s.  (Griffi'i.) 

Steinhardt,  Dr.  Eu?en.  Lehrbuch  der  Chemie.  Part  I.  Iuorgmic 
■Chemistry.   6m.   (Ferdinand  Enke,  Stuttgart.) 

Trelease,  W.  (Director).  Missouri  Botanical  Garden.  Sixth  Annual 
Report.   56  plates.   8vo.   5s.  (Wesley.) 

Walsh,  J.  M.  Tea,  its  History  and  Mystery.  Third  edition.  Illustrated 
Svo.   10s.   (Philadelphia).   (Sampson  Low,  London.) 


^ncjlisjj  #ft0  of  (Btixtx-ftafotxB 


A WHIFF  of  English  lanes  was  wafted  into  our  office  one 
day  this  week,  and  those  who  are  sighing  for  a  holiday 
forgot  they  were  in  Cannon  Street,  E.C.  Mr.  Eichard  A. 
Bush,  F.C.S  ,  of  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.,  Artillery  Lane,  E.C,  had 
called  with  a  small  parcel  which  contained  the  essence  of  all 
the  elder-flowers  that  he  had  been  able  to  gather  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mitcham. 

"  I  thought  it  would  interest  you,"  said  Mr.  Bash,  "  for  I 
don't  think  it  has  ever  been  distilled  in  England  before. 
That  represents  5  cwt.  of  fresh  flowers." 

"  That "  was  a  wide-mouth  bottle  containing  about  3  dr. 
of  a  yellowish-brown  substance  which  was  semi-solid  until 
the  heat  of  the  hand  melted  it,  and  then  the  colourless 
mica-like  crystals  of  the  stearoptene  floated  in  the  pale- 
brown  oil.  The  odour  was  extremely  powerful,  recalling 
neroli  somewhat  when  first  smelt  on  the  hand,  but  after 
five  or  ten  minutes  the  sweet  delicate  odour  of  elder-flower 
came  out. 

"  It  was  somewhat  difficult  to  get  a  sufficient  supply  of 
flowers  for  our  first  experiment,"  Mr.  Bush  proceeded.  "  They 
had  to  be  fresh,  and  there  was  no  sign  of  oil  until  we  had 
passed  the  distillate  through  the  fifth  still.  Even  then  we 
only  got  a  film  of  oil,  which  was  removed  with  a  feather." 

"  Have  you  examined  it  chemically  1 " 

"  Not  yet ;  we  must  wait  until  we  are  assured  of  a  larger 
supply  before  we  determine  its  composition.  But  it's  the 
pure  oil." 

"  How  does  it  compare  with  the  German  oil  ? " 

"Well,  I  was  astonished,  as  the  quantity  of  our  skim- 
ming increased,  to  notice  it  was  quite  different  from  any 
we  had  previously  had  from  Germany.  All  that  we  have 
had  was  like  this  sample." 

Mr.  Bush  produced  an  original  bottle  containing  a  water- 
white  oil,  the  terpene  odour  of  which  hid  any  elder  fragrance 
that  may  have  been  present.  He  thought  that  the  pure  oil 
(which  has  no  terpene  odour)  had  not  been  seen  in  the 
market,  although  German  distillers  charge  301.  a  kilo,  for  it. 
The  oil  is  chiefly  used  in  liqueur-making,  and  those  who  wish 
to  compare  the  English  distilled  oil  with  what  they  have 
previously  had  may  get  sample  drachms  from  Messrs.  W.  J. 
Bush  &  Co.  for  20s.  per  dr.  The  firm  expect  to  be 
able  to  produce  a  larger  quantity  next  year  at  a  somewhat 
lower  price. 


flDarrtagea. 


Boyers — Nelson. — On  July  15,  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Church,  Clyde  Road,  Dublin,  by  the  Rev.  Canon  Smith,  D.D., 
rector  of  the  parish,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  W.  Rathborne 
Supple,  B  D.,  Henry  Boyers,  M.P.S.I.,  proprietor  of  the 
Medical  Hall,  Sligo,  to  Emma  Florence,  youngest  daughter 
of  Francis  Nelson,  Esq  ,  J. P.,  Sligo. 

Inge— Wonnacott. — On  July  5,  by  the  Rev.  H.  Nixon,  at 
St.  Barnabas  Church,  East  Dulwich,  Edward  Gane  Inge, 
chemist,  Farnham,  to  Kathleen  Wonnacott,  youngest 
daughter  of  T.  Wonnacott,  Esq.,  architect,  Lordship 
Lane,  S.E. 

Prosser— Dunk  — On  July  10,  at  the  Providence  Congre- 
gational Church,  Oxbridge,  Harold  Horatio  Prosser,  chemist, 
of  Penarth,  to  Lilian  Anne,  elder  daughter  of  Mr.  A.  Dunk, 
of  Croydon. 


"  Bourbon  Tea." — Professor  Sodebeck  has  recently  exa- 
mined the  plant  yielding  the  so-called  "  Bourbon  tea,"  which 
grows  wild  as  well  as  under  cultivation  in  the  island  of 
Reunion,  where  it  is  known  as  Tahame,  and  where  the  tea 
prepared  from  the  leaves  is  much  used  by  the  natives.  The 
plant  has  been  identified  as  Angrecum  fragrans  (N.O.  Orchi- 
dacem),  an  order  which  is  plentiful  in  the  botanical  region 
of  the  Mascarenes,  and  can  easily  be  cultivated  on  trees  as  a 
parasite.  The  leaves  have  a  strong  cumarin  odour  and  a 
bitter-almond  taste.  They  are  said  to  be  an  excellent  remedy 
against  phthisis,  and  are  already  used  to  a  slight  extent  as  a 
remedial  agent  in  France  and  Germany. 
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pereonaUties, 

Me.  John  Rodgee,  chemist,  lnverary,  has  been  appointed 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Argyll. 

Me  Benjamin  Lillaed,  formerly  of  the  Druggists'  Circu- 
lar, is  now  publisher  of  the  Popular  Science,  19  Liberty 
Street,  New  York  City. 

Haeet  Sampson  Wills,  son  of  Mr.  G  S.  V  Wills,  prin- 
cipal of  the  Westminster  College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy, 
has  this  week  passed  the  matriculation  of  the  London  Uni- 
versity in  the  first  division. 

Mb.  J.  R.  Johnson,  dispenser  to  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Liverpool,  has  passed  the  Final  examination  of  the  Conjoint 
Board  of  Examiners  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  England,  held  in  London  last  week. 

Me.  H  Tbembath,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  formerly  with 
Messrs.  John  Bell  &  Co.,  Oxford  Street,  and  for  the  last  six 
years  in  business  at  Johannesburg,  is  on  his  way  to  this 
country,  and  may  be  addressed  care  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Harvey, 
chemist,  Penzance. 

Me.  E.  H.  Gane,  chemist  to  McKesson  &  Robbins,  New 
York  City,  has  been  a  heavy  loser  by  the  fire  which  occurred 
in  their  Ann  Street  warehouse.  He  had  his  library  there, 
including  all  his  School  of  Pharmacy  prize-books,  and  no 
trace  of  them  is  left. 

Peobate  of  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  R.  Fitch,  J. P.,  of 
Norwich,  has  been  granted  to  his  son,  Mr.  John  Robert 
Fitch,  chemist  and  druggist.  Maiket  Piace,  Norwich,  the 
personalty  amounting  to  31,8872.  8s.  Id.  To  Mr.  Fitch  the 
testator  bequeaths  1,000Z.,  and  upon  trust  for  him  10.0Q0Z. 
The  residue  of  the  personal  estate  is  left  in  equal  shares  to 
Mr.  Fitch  and  his  sister. 

The  National  Druggist  considers  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe's 
election  for  the  fourteenth  time  "an  horionr  unprecedented 
in  the  history,  not  merely  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  but  of  any  other  similar  association  in  the  world. 
Americans  who  met  Mr.  Carteighe  during  his  visit  to  this 
country,  and  learned  to  appreciate  his  bluff,  hearty  ways,  as 
well  as  the  sound  practical  sense  that  marked  all  his  utter- 
ances, will  unite  in  congratulating  the  British  Society  on  its 
possession  of  such  a  leader,  and  the  wise  conservatism  that 
keeps  him  to  the  fore." 

The  Memorial  Committee  of  the  Alumni  Association  of 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  in  their  report  of  the 
losses  of  alumni  during  the  past  Executive  year,  make 
special  mention  of  the  late  Silas  Mainville  Burroughs.  The 
report  states  that  Mr.  Burroughs  entered  the  employ  of  Mr. 
E.  T.  Coann,  at  Albion,  N.Y.,  as  an  apprentice  to  the  drug- 
business,  remaining  two  years.  He  afterwards  held  positions 
in  the  drug-stores  of  T.  J.  Chad  wick,  Lockport,  N.Y.,  and 
S.  H.  T.  Champlen,  of  Buffalo,  N.Y.  Later  he  went  to 
Philadelphia,  and  attended  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy,  with  Dr.  E.  P.  Healy  as  his  preceptor ;  and 
passed  the  examinations  in  March,  1877,  his  thesis  being 
entitled  "  The  Compression  of  Medicinal  Powders.''  The 
report  proceeds  to  sketch  Mr.  Burroughs's  career  as  depicted 
in  this  journal,  and  concludes  in  the  following  strain : — 
"  Our  Alumni  Association  has  lost  one  of  its  most  able  and 
progressive  members — one  with  whom  it  was  an  honour  to 
be  associated,  and  one  who  brought  honour  to  the  Associa- 
tion as  he  brought  success  to  himself.  At  the  annual 
meetiDg  of  the  Alumni  Association,  held  Monday,  April  15, 
1895,  Professor  Joseph  P.  Remington,  after  making  a  few 
feeling  remarks  in  reference  to  the  great  loss  the  Association 
and  the  world  of  pharmacy  in  general  had  sustained  by 
reason  of  the  demise  of  Mr.  Burroughs,  offered  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  : — ■ 

"  Whereas,  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy  has  learned  with  feelings  of  profound  sorrow  of  the 
death  of  Silas  Mainville  Burroughs,  of  London,  England,  be  it 
therefore 

"  Resolved — That  in  the  death  of  onr  fellow-member,  while  bowing  in 
submission  to  the  Divine  will,  we  deeply  deplore  the  loss  of  one 
who  laboured  so  assiduously  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow-man  ;  and 
although  his  voice  shall  never  more  be  raised  in  our  midst,  his 
example  will  ever  be  cherished  as  one  full  of  encouragement  and 
help  for  every  member  of  this  Association. 


'•'  Resolved — That  we  tender  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  the  family  of 
the  deceased,  and  also  to  his  business  partner,  our  fellow- Alumnus, 
Henry  S.  Wellcome,  and,  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  for- 
warded to  them." 

Truly  Philadelphia  is  well  named,  and  pharmacists  maintain 
its  reputation  for  brotherly  love. 


Chemists  ux  iln  Item  parliament. 


BY  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Charles  Towosend  (Liberal),  who  on 
Monday  lost  the  seat  he  held  for  North  Bristol  by  a 
precarious  majority  in  the  last  Parliament  to  Mr.  Lewis  Fry 
(Unionist),  a  cousin  of  the  well-known  cocoa-manufacturer, 
the  House  of  Commons  loses  its  only  pharmacist.  Mr.  Towns- 
end's  poll  on  the  present  occasion  was  4,464.  His  opponent 
polled  4,702.  Mr.  C.  Goddard  Clarke,  J.P.,  of  the  firm  of 
Potter  &  Clarke,  contested  the  Dulwich  division  of  Camber- 
well  as  a  Liberal,  but  only  polled  2,176  votes  against,  5,258 
given  to  his  Conservative  opponent.  Sir  Henry  E.  Roscoe, 
F.R  S.,  who  has  been  Liberal  member  for  South  Manchester 
for  many  years,  was  defeated  on  Saturday  by  78  votes.  He 
polled  4,379  ;  the  Marquis  of  Lome,  his  Unionist  opponent, 
4,457.  Mr.  W.  H.  Lever  (Liberal)  contested  Birkenhead  un- 
successfully for  the  third  time.  Mr.  Lever,  who  received 
5,974  votes,  against  6,178  given  to  his  Conservative  opponent, 
is  one  of  the  members  of  the  firm  of  Lever  Brothers,  of 
Sunlight  soap  fame. 

Up  to  the  present  the  tea-trade  has  two  representatives  in 
Parliament,  both  Liberals — Mr.  H  E  Kearley,  who  has 
kept  his  old  seat  for  Devonport;  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Horniman, 
who  has  gained  a  seat  from  the  Conservatives  at  Penryn  and 
Falmouth.  Mr.  Kearley  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Kearley 
&  Tonge,  of  Mitre  Square,  E  C. ;  while  Mr.  Horniman  is  a 
partner  in  W.  H.  &  F.  J.  Horniman  (Limited),  of  Wormwood 
Street,  City.  Mr.  Horniman  is  60  years  of  age,  and  was 
educated  at  the  Friends'  College,  Croydon.  He  has  travelled 
very  extensively  all  over  the  world,  and  some  years  ago 
presented  to  the  public  his  valuable  collection  of  antiquities 
and  works  of  art,  under  the  designation  of  the  "  Horniman 
Museum,"  at  Forest  Hill. 

Mr.  Mark  H.  Beaufoy,  formerly  Liberal  member  for 
Kennington,  lost  his  seat  by  995  votes  on  Monday.  Mr. 
Beaufoy  is  a  well-known  manufacturer  of  vinegar  and 
British  wines.  Mr.  James  Bigwood  (Conservative),  of 
Messrs.  Champion  &  Co ,  the  vinegar-makers,  who  sat  in 
the  last  Parliament,  has  been  returned  unopposed  for  the 
Brentford  Division  of  Middlesex.  Mr.  R.  Cox  (Union- 
ist), who  gained  a  seat  in  South  Edinburgh  from  the 
Liberals,  is  a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  gelatine- 
manufacturers,  Gorgie,  near  Ediuburgh. 

The  mustard-business  is  now  no  longer  represented  in  Par- 
liament, Mr.  Colman,  who  in  the  last  Parliament  represented 
I  Norwich  as  a  Liberal  not  having  offered  himself  for 
re-election. 

Colonel  North,  generally  known  as  the  guiding-spirit  of  the 
nitrate-of-soda  syndicate,  and  who  is  also  a  member  of  the 
recently-formed  syndicate  of  speculators  in  camphor  and 
other  produce,  stood  as  the  Conservative  for  West  Leeds 
against  Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone,  but  failed  to  be  elected, 
having  received  6,218  votes  against  6,314  given  to  his 
opponent. 

Mr.  J.  Dampier  Palmer,  who  has  been  elected  as  a  Con- 
servative for  Gravesend,  is  a  director  of  Palmer's  Soap  and 
Candle  Company.  At  Croydon,  Mr.  C.  C.  Hutchinson,  of  the 
firm  of  Johnson  &  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists,  of  Strat- 
ford, attacked  Mr.  C.  T.  Ritchie's  seat  as  a  Liberal;  he 
only,  however,  received  4  647  votes  against  6,876  given 
■  to  his  opponent.  Mr.  H  Stephens,  of  Stephens'  Ink 
fame,  remains  the  Conservative  representative  of  the 
Hornsey  division  of  Middlesex,  who  has  been  elected  without 
opposition.  In  North  Kensington,  Mr.  F.  C.  Frye,  of 
Leverett,  Frye  &  Fielding,  the  well- known  wholesale  and 
retail  grocers,  has  lost  his  seat  to  a  Conservative.  Mr.  Frye 
is  the  President  of  the  Grocers'  Federation. 

The  medical  profession  also  seems  likely  to  be  represented 
in  the  new  Parliament  in  somewhat  diminished  numbers,  its 
members  elected  up  to  the  present  being  Dr.  C.  K.  Tanner, 
Nationalist  member  for  Cork,  and  Dr.  J.  F.  Fox,  Nationalist 
member  for  one  of  the  divisions  of  King's  County. 
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It  is  a  fact  of  some  importance  in  connection  with  the 
frequently-mooted  idea  of  attempting  to  obtain  special 
pharmaceutical  representation  in  Parliament  that  the 
National  Union  of  Teachers,  which  deliberately  contested 
two  seats  in  the  interests  of  school-teachers,  has  been 
successful  in  both  cases,  Mr.  E.  Gray  bavirig  been  returned 
as  a  Conservative  for  West  Ham,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Yoxall  as  a 
Liberal  for  West  Norwich.  Another  gentleman  not  uncon- 
nected with  the  camphor  business  came  to  grief  in  West 
Marylebone,  where  he  stood  as  a  Liberal.  This  was  Mr.  B. 
Strauss,  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Hale  &  Sons,  drug-brokers, 
of  Fen  Court,  E  C.  Mr.  Strauss  polled  2,273  votes,  against 
3,734  cast  for  Sir  H.  Farqnhar,  Unionist. 


IRew  Companies  ano  Company 

Gordon  Mineral-water  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
1,0002.,  in  11.  shares  (400  lOZ.-per-cent.  preference)  ;  to  carry 
-on  business  as  mineral  and  aerated  water  manufacturers  and 
merchants,  brewers,  distillers,  wine  and  spirit  merchants, 
licensed  victuallers,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  (who  each 
take  one  share)  are:— C.  F.  B.  Birchall,  85  Gracechurch 
Street,  E.C.,  solicitor ;  J.  P.  K.  James,  15  Glengall  Road, 
S.E.,  gentleman  ;  J.  R.  Cole,  1  Egerton  Road, South  Norwood, 
gentleman ;  J.  E.  Figg,  63  New  Cross  Road,  S.E.,  stationer  ; 
W.  A.  Hunt,  22  Clissold  Road,  N.,  gentleman ;  H.  B.  Little- 
wood,  Chiswick  Lane,  Chiswick,  gentleman ;  W.  H.  Lewis, 
2.8  Thompson  Road,  East  Dulwich,  S.E.,  clerk.  The  regula- 
tions of  Table  "  A  "  in  many  cases  apply. 

Cheshire  Alkali  and  Salt  Company  (Limited). — 
Capital  85,0002.,  in  22.  10s.  shares  (10,000  "  A  "  or  preference, 
17.0C0  "B"  or  ordinary,  and  7,000  "C"  or  deferred). 
Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  and  assets  of  the  Cheshire 
Alkali  Company  (Limited),  now  in  liquidation,  and  to  carry 
on  business  as  chemical-manufacturers  and  engineers,  salt- 
masters,  distillers,  dyers,  printers,  gas-makers,  &c.  The 
subscribers  (who  take  ^one  preference  share  each)  are : — 
A.  de  T.  Egerton,  M.P.,  Rostherne  Manor,  Knutsford; 
Colonel  J.  Kennedy,  Brookside,  Sandbach ;  R.  Isherwood, 
C.E.,  Kinderton  Lodge,  Middlewich;  H.  A.  Plumb,  Bensham, 
Manor  Road,  Thornton  Heath,  chartered  accountant ;  M.  J. 
Berry,  67  Ferntower  Road,  Highbury,  clerk  ;  J.  N.  Mason, 
110  Selsdon  Road,  Croydon,  clerk ;  K.  McDonald,  Shenley 
House,  Lordship  Park,  N.,  clerk.  The  first  directors  (to 
number  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  seven)  are 
Hon.  Alan  de  T.  Egerton,  M.P.,  Colonel  J.  Kennedy,  and 
C.  B.  DobsoE.  Qualification,  5002.  Remuneration,  1502. 
«ach  per  annum  and  double  fees  for  the  chairman.  Regis- 
tered office,  90  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

S.  F.  Goss  (Limited).— Capital  20,0002.,  in  10Z.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire,  take  over  as  a  going  concern,  and 
carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters,  oil 
and  colour  men,  &c,  carried  on  by  S.  F.  Goss  (Limited),  and 
for  that  purpose  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  said  old 
company  and  its  liquidator,  and  agreements  with  Sidney  F. 
Goss  and  Clarence  Nobbs.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one 
share)  are  : — C.  Nobbs,  Ib  Portman  Mansions,  Baker  Street, 
W.,  accountant ;  E.  H.  Nicoll,  9  Clova  Road,  Forest  Gate, 
Essex,  druggist's  manager  ;  A.  W.  Ulrich,  43  Park  Hill  Road, 
E.  Finchley,  druggist's  assistant ;  W.  R.  Martin,  16  Victoria 
Road,  Old  Charlton,  merchant ;  R.  W.  Smith,  69  Somerleyton 
Road,  Brixton,  agent ;  A.  E.  Batty,  Torlands,  Sidcup  Hill, 
Kent,  clerk  ;  A.  Dippie,  jun.,  57  Llnthorpe  Road,  Stamford 
Hill,  N.,  salesman.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not  less 
than  three  nor  more  than  seven)  are  to  be  appointed  by 
the  subscribers.  Qualification,  5002.  Remuneration,  as 
the  company  may  decide.  Registered  office,  460  Oxford 
Street,  W. 

Rebman  Publishing  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
20,0002.,  in  11.  shares  (5,000  62.-per-cent.  cumulative  prefer- 
ence). Objects  :  To  acquire,  take  over  as  a  going  concern,  and 
carry  on  the  business  of  Francis  J.  Rebman,  of  11  Adam 
Street,  Strand  London,  W  C„  medical  and  general  publisher, 
and  agent,  bookseller,  and  lymph  dealer,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  (inter  alia)  of  surgical  and  scientific  instrument 
makers,  and  lymph,  drug,  and  medicine  manufacturers  and 


dealers.    The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are  : — 

F.  J.  Rebman,  11  Adam  Street,  W.C.,  publisher  ;  F.  J.  Allan, 
53  Devonshire  Street,  W.,  medical  officer  of  health ;  C.  H. 
Cribb,  B.Sc,  136  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W.C.,  public  analyst ; 

G.  Brown,  63  Charing  Cross  Road,  W.C.,  surgeon  ;  F.  D. 
Harris,  M.B.  Kintore,  The  Chase,  Clapham  Common,  S.W. ; 
D.  A.  Nicoll,  B.A.,  15  Werter  Road,  Putney,  solicitor  ;  E.  M. 
Feast,  B.A.,  Woodside,  Westwood  Park,  Southampton,  tutor. 
Francis  J.  Rebman  signs  the  documents  as  the  managing 
director.  Registered  without  articles  of  association.  Re- 
gistered office,  11  Adam  Street,  Strand,  W.C. 


The  Chemists'  Co-operative  Society  (Limited). — It 
seems  to  us  that  the  directors  ought  not  to  have  gone  to 
allotment.  The  public  who  subscribed  the  15,3622.  did  so 
on  the  understanding  that  the  company  would  buy  and  work 
a  large  number  of  businesses.  If  it  is  unable  to  do  that,  if 
it  can  only  buy  a  few,  then  the  scheme  upon  which  the 
public  planked  their  money  disappears,  and  the  15,3622. 
ought  not  to  be  parted  with  until  the  shareholders  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  saying  whether,  under  the  altered  condi- 
tions, they  are  willing  to  leave  their  money  in  the  concern 
or  not. — To-Bay. 

The  Chemists'  Aerated  and  Mineral-waters  Asso- 
ciation (Limited). — An  Extraordinary  General  Meeting  of 
the  members  of  this  Company  was  held  at  No.  54  New 
Oxford  Street,  on  Tuesday,  July  16,  at  4  o'clock,  when  the 
following  resolutions  were  read  by  the  Secretary : — 

1.  That  each  10/.  share  be  sub-divided  into  10  fully  paid-up  shares  of 

11.  each. 

2.  That  clause  5  of  the  Memorandum  of  Association  of  the  Company, 

which  is  in  these  words,  "  The  capital  of  the  Company  is  5,000Z 
divided  into  5,000  shares  of  1Z.  each,  and  45.000Z.  divided  into 
4,500  shares  of  10Z.  each,"  be  altered  by  substituting-  therefor, 
"  The  capital  of  the  Company  is  50,OOOZ.  divided  into  50,000  shares 
of  11.  each." 

3.  That  article  4  of  the  Articles  of  Association  of  the  Company,  which 

is  in  the  words  "  The  capital  of  the  Company  is  5,000Z.  divided  into 
5,000  shares  of  11.  each,  and  45,0002.  divided  into  4,500  shares  of 
10Z.  each,"  be  altered  by  substituting  therefor,  "  The  capital  of  the 
Company  is  50.000Z.  divided  into  50,000  shares  of  1Z.  each." 

They  had  been  adopted  at  a  previous  meeting,  and  upon  the 
chairman,  Mr.  Horace  Davenport,  proposing,  and  Mr.  Pond 
seconding  them,  they  were  now  confirmed.  The  following 
resolutions  were  then  read  by  the  Secretary,  and  proposed 
by  Mr.  H.  Davenport : — 

That  the  unissued  shares,  or  such  part  thereof  as  the  directors  may 
think  fit  to  issue,  be  offered  to  the  existing  shareholders  at  par. 
as  follows :— To  each  holder  of  an  original  or  sub  divided  share 
of  1Z.,  one  new  share  in  respect  of  each  share  so  held  by  him 
or  her. 

That  any  shares  so  offered,  which  shall  not  be  accepted  within  a 
reasonable  time,  to  be  fixed  by  the  directors,  shall  be  at  the  abso- 
lute disposal  of  the  directors. 

They  were  seconded  by  Mr.  Houlding,  and  unanimously  con- 
firmed. The  Chairman  explained  that  the  passing  of  the 
resolutions  would  not  alter  the  power  of  the  directors  in  any 
way,  who  had  no  intention  of  allotting  a  large  number  of 
shares  at  par,  but  would  probably  give  a  fe;v  of  the  staff  a 
chance  of  taking  some  up  at  par,  in  order  that  they  might 
have  an  interest  in  the  concern.  Beyond  that,  the  directors 
had  no  intention  of  issuing  any  shares  at  par  except  as  pro- 
posed. With  regard  to  starting  branches  in  the  country,  the 
Chairman  stated  that  it  was  not  absolutely  decided  upon  yet 
as  to  what  should  be  done.  He  also  said  that  they  had  a 
pretty  good  reserve  in  stock,  and  that  the  directors  did  not 
think  it  advisable  to  keep  a  reserve  in  cash.  Some  questions 
were  asked  as  to  the  improvement  of  the  factory  in  Gifford 
Street,  but  the  Chairman  stated  that  any  further  building 
would  necessitate  a  removal,  and  that  such  an  outlay  would 
be  unnecessary,  as  the  company,  being  bound  down  to  supply 
only  chemists,  would  never  have  a  gigantic  business  such  as 
companies  who  supply  everybody.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  terminated  the  proceedings. 

The  Secretary- of  the  company  informs  us  that  the  list  of 
applications  for  new  shares  to  present  shareholders  will  be 
closed  for  town  and  country  on  Tuesday,  July  23,  at 
mid-day. 
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prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk.  In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  before 
ordinary  prices  can  be  ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and 
lorted  to  suit  the  demands  of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and 
the  accumulation  of  rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for 
manufacturing  purposes. 
It  should  also  be  recollected  that  for  many  articles  the  range  of  quality  is 
very  wide. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.  C,  July  18. 

rFHERE  has  been  little  or  no  trade  doing  in  the  drug'and 
J-  chemical  markets  during  the  present  week.  The  parlia- 
mentary elections  have,  of  course,  largely  interfered  with 
business,  particularly  so  in  the  country,  and,  besides,  we  are 
mow  approaching  the  quietest  season  of  the  year.  The 
Commercial  Sale-rooms  in  Mincing  Lane  are  almost  deserted, 
with  the  exception  of  that  part  where  the  election-results 
are  being  put  up  as  they  are  received  by  telegram.  There 
an  apparently  pleasurably  excited  crowd  congregates,  and 
comments  upon  each  return  as  it  is  received.  One  parlia- 
mentary candidate,  who  was  defeated  for  a  Metropolitan 
constituency  this  week,  and  against  whom  the  outcry  was 
raised  that  he  was  a  "  foreigner,"  proved  the  contrary  by 
placarding  the  district  for  which  he  ran  with  a  copy  of  his 
birth-certificate.  As  he  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Commercial  Sale-rooms,  one  of  these  placards  was  also 
stuck  up  there  for  awhile  as  a  piece  de  conviction. 
The  market  changes  are  fewer  than  the  Parliamentary  ones. 
In  drugs  we  have  to  report  a  renewed  advance  in  crude 
camphor,  and  slightly  increased  rates  for  Cartagena  ipaca- 
•cuanha.  The  chief  feature  of  the  week,  however,  has  been 
the  alleged  cornering  of  oil  of  cassia,  the  price  of  which  has 
been  run  up  by  speculators  to  the  extent  of  about  15  per 
cent.  New  Belgian  chamomiles  are  coming  in,  and  are  cheap. 
Civet  is  exceedingly  scarce,  and  again  higher.  Insect-flowers 
are  reported  to  be  advancing.  Sugar  of  milk  is  firmly  held. 
The  new  caraway-seed  is  coming  in,  and  prices  are  likely  to  be 
.!o  wer.  The  cinchona-auctions  in  Amsterdam  to-day  resulted 
in  a  decline.  The  public  sales  of  gum  acacia  held  in 
London  to-day  went  off  without  any  spirit,  and  without 
quotable  alteration.  LGum  olibanum  is  also  dull.  In  fine 
chemicals  there  are  hardly  any  changes.  Citric  and 
tartaric  acids  keep  firm,  the  latter  in  sympathy  with  cream 
of  tartar.  Caffeine  has  been  easier,  but  closes  firmer. 
Quinine  is  a  shade  easier.  Chrysophanic  acid  has  increased 
in  price.  In  other  chemicals,  permanganate  of  potassium, 
sulphate  of  copper  and  arsenic  are  firm.  Chlorate  of  potash 
flat,  sulphate  of  ammonia  lower,  quicksilver  a  fraction  easier 
second-hand.  In  articles  of  general  produce,  we  have  to 
report  an  advance  of  from  3d.  to  6d.  per  lb. 
in  Guatemala  indigo.  Spices  are  generally  lower,  especially 
Jamaica  ginger,  tapioca  and  Zanzibar  cloves.  Shellac  slow 
of  sale  but  firm,  nitrate  of  soda  quiet.  There  is  little  change 
in  oils,  most  of  which  are  very  dull.  Turpentine  closes 
easier.  The  Bank  rate  remains  at  2  per  cent.,  and  bar  silver 
has  fractionally  advanced,  from  30hd.  per  oz.  to  303grf. 


Smyrna  Opium  Telegram. 
Our  Smyrna  correspondent,  telegraphing  on  Thursday 
afternoon,  states  that  in  the  course  of  this  week  buying  has 
been  resumed  on  his  market,  the  sales  aggregating  60  cases. 
Fair  quality  manufacturing  opium  of  the  old  crop  has  been 
sold  at  the  parity  of  7s.  Zd.  per  lb.  f.o.b.  Smyrna.  Old 
Karahissar  has  been  sold  at  a  parity  of  Is.  4d.,  Yerli  at 
that  of  Is.  5d.  per  lb. 

The  Amsterdam  Cinchona  Auctions. 
Our  Amsterdam  correspondent,  telegraphing  on  Thursday 
evening,  states  that  of  the  5,900  packages  of  Java  cinchona- 
bark  offered  at  the  auctions  only  3,694  packages  found 
buyers  at  an  average  unit  of  2  72c.  per  J-kilo.,  which 
shows  a  further  decline  of  fully  5  per  cent,  upon  the  June 
auctions.  The  tone  was  quiet  at  the  beginning,  and  became 
exceedingly  dull  as  the  sales  went  on.  The  approximate 
quantities  of  sulphate  of  quinine  (in  kilos.)  purchased  by 
the  principal  buyers  were  as  follows  : — Philadelphia  and  Paris, 
5,246 ;  Brunswick,  3,073  ;  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam,  762  ; 
Frankforto/M.andStuttgart,2,164;  Auerbach,  1,977;  Howards 
&  Sons,  3,872.  The  range  of  prices  for  manufacturers 
barks  was  from  2Jc.  to  30c. ;  for  druggists',  from  3c.  up  to 
75c.  per  ^-kilo.  The  shipments  of  Cinchona  from  Java  in  the 
month  of  June  were  made  known  several  days  later  than  usual. 
They  amount  altogether  to  889,000  half-kilos  ,  compared  with 
402,700  half-kilos,  in  May,  and  615,000  half-kilos,  in  April. 

English  Drug-crops. 

We  give  below  some  further  notes  on  the  British  drug  and 
essential-oil  crops,  which  we  have  received  since  last  week. 
Messrs.  Stafford,  Allen  is  Sons  write : — "  The  frost  and 
drought  have  affected  Geo.  Allen  &  Co.'s  crops  very  much, 
as  has  been  the  case  in  the  adjoining  county.  Henbane  has 
been  a  short  crop  on  the  whole,  though  not  utterly  destroyed 
by  the  winter  cold.  Belladonna  has  suffered  from  drought, 
but  is  a  fair  plant.  Lavender  much  checked.  Poppies  are 
looking  exceedingly  well,  and  headiDg  up  rapidly.  The  Bill 
seems  to  thrive  under  a  hot  sun,  and  promises  very  good- 
quality  oil.  Other  plants  have  mostly  suffered  a  good  deal, 
and  1895  will  not  be  '  a  year  to  talk  about.'  " 

Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  write  : — "  With  reference  to  oil 
of  peppermint,  notwithstanding  the  dry  weather,  the  posi- 
tion and  prospects  are  not  alcogether  unfavourable  to  the 
grower,  for  they  have  not  suffered  by  any  means  to  the 
same  extent  as  in  1893.  The  growth  is  not  abundant,  but 
unless  we  have  a  succession  of  very  cold  nights  or  wet 
weather  at  the  time  of  cutting,  the  oil  will  run  very  well. 
The  total  yield  will  undoubtedly  be  less  than  usual,  but  we 
see  no  reason  why  this  season  should  be  classed  among  the 
disastrous  ones.  In  our  opinion,  there  is  very  little  stock 
held  in  second  hands,  and  the  growers  are  nearly  all  cleared. 
The  present  prices  are  almost  as  high  as  the  highest  obtained 
in  1893.  The  lavender- crop,  on  the  contrary,  is,  practically,  a 
total  failure ;  for,  in  the  spring,  fields  upon  fields  of  lavender- 
plants  were  found  to  have  been  perlectly  ruined  by  the 
frost.  Consequently,  most  of  the  land  had  to  be  ploughed 
up,  and  not  many  new  plantations  were  made.  The  few 
plants  that  escaped  the  hard  winter  are  sickly,  and  not 
making  much  show  for  flower.  The  price  of  lavender  oil 
does  not  respond  readily  to  the  result  of  a  particular  crop, 
as  it  is  an  oil  which  is  generally  well  stocked  by  users  and 
those  who  deal  in  the  article,  and  scarcity  is  sometimes  not 
felt  for  a  year  or  two.  We  think  that  there  is  very  little  oil 
left  in  first  hands,  but  no  doubt  many  of  the  large  buyers 
hold  fair  quantities.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
present  collapse  follows  on  a  year  which  could  not  by  any 
means  be  called  good,  for  the  quantity  of  oil  drawn  last 
year  was  very  much  below  that  of  previous  seasons.  There 
is,  therefore,  a  possibility  of  a  further  and  important  ad- 
vance." 

Messrs.  J.  &  R.  V.  Matthew  Brothers,  of  Mitcham  say  :— 
"  We  regret  haviDg  to  forward  you  a  most  unfavourable 
report.  With  regard  to  Peppermint,  the  present  appear- 
ances indicate  a  very  light  crop,  the  old  plant  being 
v«ry  thin,  and  owing  to  the  long  drought  there  has  been  but 
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a  very  small  quantity  planted  this  season.  Lavender :  The 
severe  winter  has  been  most  disastrous  to  the  plant,  acres 
having  been  destroyed,  and  no  young  plant  put  out,  it  must, 
therefore,  take  several  seasons  to  recover  the  stock  of  same ; 
there  will  be  but  a  very  small  quantity  to  distil.  Chamo- 
mile looks  fairly  well,  especially  where  the  old  plant  has  not 
been  disturbed  for  replanting.  The  foregoing  does  not  only 
apply  to  our  own  growth,  but  to  the  whole  district." 

Messrs.  John  Jakson  &  Co.,  of  West  Croydon,  say: 
"  It  would  be  necessary  to  go  back  more  than  ten  years  to 
find  a  season  so  disastrous  to  the  cultivation  of  Mint, 
Lavender  and  Rosemary  in  the  Mitcham  District  as  the 
present  one.  In  the  first  place,  during  the  rigorous  winter 
three-fourths  of  the  runners  of  the  peppermint  plants  left  in 
the  ground  from  preceding  harvests  were  frozen,  but  this 
damage  might  still  have  been  in  great  part  remedied 
had  the  weather  in  May  been  more  favourable  to  the  re- 
planting of  the  young  mint.  Unfortunately  the  recent 
period  of  drought  considerably  interfered  with  this  work,  and 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  replant  more  than  half  the 
number  required.  There  is  on  this  score  a  deficiency  very 
unfavourable  to  production  of  oil.  In  short,  there  will  be  but 
little  oil  and  high  prices  are  expected.  Lavender :  This  crop 
also  has  suffered  considerably,  the  plants  of  more  than  two 
years  old  having  been  completely  destroyed.  Twenty-five 
per  cent,  of  the  young  plantations  have  been  killed  by  the 
frost,  and  the  remaining  three-quarters  having  also  suffered, 
only  half  the  usual  harvest  may  therefore  be  expected. 
Fortunately  there  exists  a  certain  amount  of  oil  product  of 
two  preceding  crops,  but  holders  expect  higher  prices  and 
are  not  offering  it  on  the  market.  Rosemary. — Like  Lavender, 
the  Rosemary  crop  has  been  frozen  and  half  the  plants 
killed.  Chamomile,  on  the  contrary,  has  stood  the  winter 
well,  and  on  the  termination  of  the  cold  weather  the  plants 
assumed  a  healthy  appearance.  A  good  crop  is  almost 
certain  notwithstanding  the  dry  weather." 

The  German  Potato-spirit  Business. 
Until  recently  there  has  been  a  very  keen  competition 
among  the  manufacturers  of  potato- spirit  in  Germany,  three 
important  houses  in  Hamburg  especially  carrying  on  a  very 
severe  warfare,  resulting  in  continuous  and  sudden  fluctua- 
tions of  price.  For  some  time  negotiations  for  the  amal- 
gamation of  these  three  factories  have  been  in  progress,  and 
we  understand  that  a  syndicate  between  them  has  now  been 
formed,  which  will  practically  put  an  end  to  the  alcohol 
competition.  Mr.  H.  Lorenz  has  been  appointed  the  London 
agent  of  the  combination,  and  states  that  although  at  first 
sight  it  may  appear  as  though  the  union  would  adversely 
affect  the  interests  of  buyers,  this  will  not  really  be  the 
case,  because  the  amalgamation  of  the  factories  will 
enable  them  to  work  with  much  less  expense,  and  they 
will,  therefore,  be  able  to  reduce  their  prices.  The  new 
combination,  Mr.  Loretz  states,  will  also  be  placed  in  a 
better  position  as  regards  their  purchases  of  raw  material, 
especially  in  Russia  and  Northern  Europe,  the  products  of 
which  can  be  brought  to  Hamburg  by  a  cheaper  rate  than 
formerly,  through  the  new  Baltic  Canal.  Finally  buyers 
will  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  additional  export  premium  of 
6m.  per  100  litres,  which  has  just  been  placed  upon  alcohol 
by  the  German  Government.  Of  course  if  all  these  benefits 
are  going  to  be  extended  to  purchasers  they  will  be  in  a 
much  better  position  than  formerly  ;  but  it  has  not  been  the 
general  experience  with  regard  to  syndicates  that  they  are 
in  the  habit  of  giving  away  their  own  advantages  to  their 
clients  in  this  manner. 

The  Case  of  the  "  Adelphi  Couppa  " 
The  mystery  surrounding  the  steamer  Adelphi  Couppa  and 
its  contents,  which  were  said  to  include  several  Hundred 
cases  of  opium,  is  now  at  an  end.  We  recently  gave  some 
particulars  of  the  extraordinary  voyage  of  the  vessel,  and 
according  to  the  Smyrna  newspapers  which  we  have  recently 
received  it  appears  that  a  Turkish  officer  named  Niazi 
Bey,  under  orders  from  the  Porte,  paid  a  visit  to  the  vessel  as 
she  lay  in  the  bay  of  Smyrna  on  her  return  from  London.  H  i 
found  that  the  so-called  opium  consisted  simply  of  a  mixture 
of  rotten  figs  and  poppy-leaves,  that  the  so-called  raisins  were 
of  the  same  character,  and  that  the  barrels  of  olive  oil  con- 
tained only  sea-water.  As  a  result  of  this  investigation  the 
charterer  of  the  vessel,  a  well-known  Smyrna  speculator, 


M.  Telloglou,  has  been  arrested,  but  after  having  been  in 
prison  for  some  days  he  has  again  been  liberated,  according 
to  some  on  bail,  according  to  others  without  any  conditions, 
the  reason  of  this  liberation  being,  it  is  said,  that  no  one 
appeared  to  prosecute. 

The  Hival  Manufacturers  of  Caffeine. 

We  understand  that  Messrs.  Boehriager  &  Sons,  of  Mann- 
heim, have  just  opened  a  factory  in  London,  where  they 
have  put  up  a  plant  for  denaturing  tea  sweepings  for  exporta- 
tion to  Germany.  The  two  English  manufacturers  offered 
to  take  the  entire  supply  of  sweepings  from  the  docks  on 
contract  at  10*  per  ton  above  the  regular  quotation  of 
61  10s.  per  ton,  bac  the  Dock  Company  refused  to  entertain 
this  proposal,  and  supplies  all  makers,  British  or  foreign, 
equally  at  the  old  figure  so  far  as  supply  goes.  Four  tons  of 
denatured  leaves  are  said  to  have  just  been  shipped  to 
Germany. 

The  Liverpool  Drug  market. 

Oar  correspondent,  writing  on  July  17,  says  that  Acacia 
gum,  in  sympathy  with  many  articles,  has  been  rather 
neglected,  but  holders  of  Soudan  descriptions  are  not  eager 
sellers,  and  prices  are  unchanged,  the  transactions  concluded 
being  at  figures  ranging  up  to  70s  per  cwt.  for  good  white 
bold.  Beeswax  has  been  steady  during  the  week,  36  bags  of 
Sierra  Leone  wax  realising  11. ;  and  6  packages  Chilian^ 
11.  10s  to  81.  10s. ;  very  fine  being  held  for  9Z.  2s.  6d.  Castor 
oil  is  somewhat  depressed  by  the  nearness  of  some  parcels 
afloat,  and  good  seconds  Calcutta  is  held  for  2{sd.  to  2^d.  per 
lb. ;  Madras,  Zd.  per  lb  ;  first  pressure  French,  2^d.  toi^d.  ; 
second  pressure,  2d.  per  lb.  Kola  nuts  have  been  in  batter 
demand,  4  tons  sellirjg  in  one  line  at  prices  ranging  from  b<L. 
to  Id.  per  lb. ;  <W.  per  lb.  was  bid  for  one  parcel  but  refused. 
African  ginger  is  a  shade  easier  for  the  week,  sales  beiDg 
made  at  25s.  to  26s  per  cwt.  for  good  root.  A  very  large 
business  has  been  done  in  Canary  seed  during  the  past  few 
days,  and  tbe  price  of  Turkish  has  recovered  from  37s.  to- 
42s.  6d.  on  the  spot,  or  a  little  less  to  arrive  ;  at  the  time  of 
writing  the  article  seems  to  have  steadied  somewhat.  Tonca. 
beans  {Para)  are  firm  at  late  rates,  ranging  from  Is.  6d.  for 
foxy  and  black  to  3s.  for  fine  frosted.  Anise  Chilian  are 
steady  at  22s.  6d.  for  quantity.  In  Chilian  honey  a  large 
sale  of  Pile  X  has  been  made,  but  particulars  have  not  been 
allowed  to  transpire — the  lower  grades  are  unchanged  in 
value  or  position.  Chillies  {Sierra  Leone)  are  selling  at  35s. 
to  36s.  per  cwt.  for  good  bright.  In  Calabar  beans  not  much 
business  is  passing  at  the  moment,  and  fair  sound  are  held 
for  2\d.  per  lb. 


Acetanilid.— The  O.,  P.,  <$■  L).  Reporter  says  : — "  A  com- 
bination among  the  American  importers  and  the  manufac- 
turers of  acetanilid  in  the  United  States  managed  to 
maintain  the  price  up  to  last  September,  but  since  then  it- 
has  been  steadily  declining.  A  Western  member  of  the 
combination  is  said  to  have  been  responsible  for  the  break 
in  the  price,  and  since  that  occurred  each  member  has 
striven  to  obtain  orders  at  any  price  At  times  the  crude 
product  has  stiffened  up  somewhat,  but  acetanilid  has  not 
been  affected.  For  the  present  there  appears  to  be  no  prospects 
of  improvement." 

Aoid  (Chrtsophanic). — Owing  to  the  extreme  scarcity 
of  araroba,  the  price  of  this  acid  has  advanced.  Lately  it 
was  still  possible  to  buy  it  at  from  9s.  to  9s.  6d.,  but  at 
present  from  12s.  to  14s  per  lb.  is  required. 

Acid  (Citric). — Firmly  held.  English  makers  quote 
Is.  lfd.  per  lb. 

Acid  (Tartaric).—  Firm  at  ll^d.  per  lb.  for  English,  and 
ll^.for  foreign  makers.  The  exports  of  argol  from  Cape  Colony 
were — 

la  1893  In  1894 

62,754  lbs.       Va'uel,591Z.  81,821  lbs.        Value  1,320?. 

Ammonia  (Sulphate)  is  lower  since  our  last  report,  the 
decline  being  about  Is.  3d.  on  the  week,  and  the  closing 
quotations  as  follow : — Beckton  terms,  91.  12s.  6d.  ;  London 
91.  13s.  9d. ;  Hull  and  Leith,  91.  8s.  9d.  per  ton. 

Anise. — In  slow  demand.  Ordinary  to  fair  sifted  Russian 
at  25s.  to  27s. ;  good  to  fine  Spanish  at  34s.  to  36s.  per  cwt. 
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Arsenic. — Unaltered  at  151.  per  ton  for  the  best  white 
powder  in  barrels. 

Caffeine  has  been  easier  on  the  spot,  but  there  is  a 
general  impression  that  the  market  wa3  being  depressed  for 
a  special  purpose.  It  is  possible  to-day  to  buy  at  26s.  or 
even  perhaps  at  25s.  per  lb.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  said 
that  none  of  the  English  manufacturers  quote  for  early 
delivery,  and  that  large  orders  have  been  received  from  the 
Continent  which  cannot  be  executed  straight  away.  The 
market  closes  firmer,  one  English  maker  asking  22s.  for 
September- October  delivery.  Sales  have  been  made  on  the 
spot,  second-hand,  at  25s.  per  lb. 

Camphor  (Crude)  is  again  higher,  400  piculs  of  Japanese 
camphor,  July-August  shipment,  having  been  sold  early  this 
week  at  165s.,  c.i  f.,  per  cwt ,  which  shows  an  increase  in 
quocation  of  about  5s.  Another  sale  of  200  piculs  at  160s.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  September  shipment  to  the  Continent  is  also 
reported. 

Caraway  Seed. — The  new  Dutch  seed  is  now  being 
offered  at  25s.  per  cwt.  on  the  spot  for  good  quality,  but  as 
there  is  every  prospect  that  within  a  few  weeks  the  price 
will  be  down  to  about  21s.  (the  crop  bsing  excellent  both  as 
regards  quality  and  quantity),  no  one  cares  to  buy  at  the 
present  rates.  Caraway  oil  may  be  expected  to  decline  in 
price  shortly ;  for  the  present,  however,  there  seems  to  be 
very  little  in  stock. 

Chamomiles.  —  Samples  of  the  new  Belgian  flowers 
are  being  shown,  and  orders  solicited  at  from  65s.  to  70s. 
per  cwt ,  the  goods  to  be  shipped  as  soon  as  harvested.  The 
gathering  of  the  crop  is  now  in  full  swing  in  Belgium,  and 
we  hear  that  although  a  smaller  acreage  has  been  planted 
than  last  year  on  account  of  the  unremunerative  price  the  drug 
realised,  and  although  the  crop  is  not  abundant,  the  quality 
is  unusually  fine,  and  the  yield  a  fair  one.  The  commencing 
price  is  comparatively  low. 

Chlorate  of  Potash.— Very  flat  and  dull  of  sale  at  4| d 
i,o  4  J(2.  per  lb  ,  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  We  understand  that  halt  of 
the  estimated  output  of  the  new  Swedish  factory  for  1896 
has  already  been  sold  in  the  country  itself  at  a  price  equal 
to  about  5d.  per  lb. 

Cinchona. — The  exports  of  cinchona-bark  from  Ceylon 
during  the  period  between  January  1  and  June  17  are  given 
as  follows  : -1£  91,  1,001  876  lbs.;  1895,  471236  lbs.  The 
exports  from  Payta  (Peru)  in  1894  were  27,392  lbs. 

Civet  remains  exceedingly  scarce,  and  must  again  be 
quoted  higher.  Small  sales  of  fair  quality  (fine  is  not  ob- 
tainable at  present)  have  recently  been  made  at  35s.  per  oz., 
but  we  believe  that  now  there  is  nothing  to  be  had  under 
40s.,  and  even  at  that  figure  there  would  be  buyers. 

Cochineal.— The  market  is  quiet,  and  business  is  re- 
stricted within  small  limits.  Ordinary  grey  Teneriffe  has 
been  sold  lately  at  Is.  2\d.  per  lb. 

Copper  (Sulphate).— The  market  is  very  firm,  and  the 
"  Anchor  "  brand  is  held  at  the  extreme  price  of  161.  10s.  per 
ton  in  London,  f.o.b.,  on  account  of  the  strong  demand  which 
has  lately  prevailed  from  France.  Ordinary  brands,  how- 
ever, may  still  be  had  at  from  15?.  to  151.  5s.  per  ton.  In 
Liverpool  the  price  is  15Z.  10s ,  f.o.b. 

Coriander-seed.— Ordinary  shelly  East  Indian  coriander- 
seed  sold  at  the  spice- auctions  at  7s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  still  firmly  held.  One  agent  quotes 
'69s  per  cwt ,  c.i.f.  Bordeaux,  for  best  white  French  crystals. 
Others,  however,  would  take  less.  In  London  the  price  is 
73s.  to  74s.  for  crystals  and  71s.  for  powder. 

Cumin-seed. — New  crop  Maltese  seed  offers,  to  arrive,  at 
-35s.  per  cwt.,  landed  terms,  for  good  quality. 

Fenugreek  seed  —Neglected  at  10s.  per  cwt.  for  fine 
yellow  Mog adore,  or  8s.  for  new  crop  East  Indian  seed. 

Galls  (Persian).  —  Blue  Bassorah  galls  are  quite 
neglected  at  48s  to  49s.  per  cwt.  for  good  quality.  Good 
green  galls  are  selling  at  40s.,  and  for  white  from  34s.  to 
35s.  6d.  per  cwt.  is  quoted.  The  stock  of  Smyrna  galls  is 
ex  hausted  at  present. 

Glycerine.— Firmly  held;  50s.  per  cwt.  is  the  lowest 
price  for  first-quality  German  double-distilled,  s.g.  1260; 
English  glycerine  of  1-260  s.g.,  second-quality,  but  guaran- 


teed to  stand  the  B.P.  test,  ia  being  offered  in  large 
quantities  at  48s.  per  cwt.  in  28  or  561b.  tins,  while  in  drums 
the  quotation  runs  from  43s.  to  44s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Acacia. — Slow  of  sale,  with  a  limited  businesa  in 
good  to  fine  picked  Alexandrian  at  from  51.  12s.  Sd.  to 
61.  17s.  6d.  per  cwt.  So-called  insoluble  Persian  gum,  fine 
pale  picked,  sold  at  22s. ;  fair  to  good  sorts  at  lis.  to  12s. 
per  cwt. 

Gum  M  vstich  is  in  very  large  supply,  and  rather  easier, 
but  it  is  not  possible  to  place  anything  except  in  small  lots. 
Five  pale  drop  is  quoted  at  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  9d.  ;  Yellow  ditto 
at  Is.  3d  per  lb. 

Honey. — The  parcel  of  37  cases  of  Queensland  honey, 
which  was  referred  to  in  our  last  issue  as  having  realised 
20s  ,  was,  we  hear,  bought  in  at  30s.  per  cwt.  at  the  auctions. 
It  has  subsequently  been  sold  at  28s  Best  Californian 
honey  new  crop  is  being  offered  for  shipment  in  August  at 
the  rate  of  31s.  per  cwc.  c.i.f.  terms. 

Insect- flowers  — According  to  reports  from  Trieste, 
prices  there  continue  to  advance. 

Ipecacuanha. —  Carthagena  root  is  in  very  small  supply, 
and  must  again  be  quoted  fractionally  higher,  4s.  2d.  per  lb. 
having  been  paid  privately  for  a  small  quantity  of  fair  root, 
while  4s.  Qd.  is  now  asked. 

Juniper  berries. — The  new  crop  is  now  on  the  market, 
the  quotation  being  6s  9d.  per  cwt.,  c  i.f .  Leghorn. 

Likseed. — In  gccd  demand  at  fiom  40s.  to  42s.  6d.  per 
qr.  for  fair  feeding  quality. 

Liquorice. — The  exports  of  liquorice  from  Smyrna  in 
1894  are  given  as  follows  in  the  official  statistics  : — 


United 
Kingdom 

United 
States 

Other 
Countries 

Total 

L  q.  paste    . . 
„  root 

. .  cases 
value  £ 
. .  tons 
value  £ 

4,801 
19,204 

10,480 
88,000 

1,699 
6,796 
520 
4,680 

6,500 
26,000 
11,000 
92,680 

Lobelia  Herb,  pressed  in  £  to  ^  lb.  packets  in  1  to 
2  cwt.  cases,  offers  at  5hl  ,  and  loose  herb  in  boxes  at  5^.  per 
lb.  For  lobelia-seed  10d.  per  lb.  is  asked.  Lobelia- leaves 
quoted  at  6|«2.  to  Id.  per  lb. 

Oil  (Cod- liver). — The  bulk  of  the  supply  has  now  been 
concentrated  in  a  very  few  hands,  and  there  seems  to  be 
every  prospect  that  after  the  hot  weather  we  shall  see  higher 
prices.  In  the  meantime  best  non-freezing  Lofoten  is  held 
at  from  155s.  to  170s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Oil  (Peppermint). — The  O.,  P.,  %  D.  Reporter,  reviewing 
the  position  of  peppermint  oil  in  the  States,  observes  that 
"  the  distillation  last  season  was  the  largest  for  several 
years,  and,  in  spite  of  the  unusually  heavy  demand,  a  liberal 
stock  has  been  carried  forward.  The  acreage  under  culti- 
vation is  said  to  be  larger  this  year  than  last,  and  despite 
the  usual  reports  from  the  West  of  damage  to  the  plants  by 
frost,  there  is  reason  for  believing  that  the  coming  distilla- 
tion will  be  as  large  as,  if  not  larger  than,  last  year's. 
Kecently  some  holders  have  offered  Western  oil  at  $1.50 
laid  down  in  New  York,  which  is  taken  as  an  indication  of 
their  deshe  to  realise  on  goods  in  the  face  of  the  liberal 
crop  which  is  promised.  Dealers  in  New  York  are  pretty 
well  supplied,  and  as  the  time  for  distilling  approaches  the 
excess  stock  held  in  Europe  will  have  a  depressing  effect  on 
the  market,  which  will  probably  decline." 

Oils  (Essential).— There  has  been  a  strong  speculative 
movement  in  Oil  of  cassia,  of  which,  at  the  end  of  last  week, 
no  less  than  150  cases  were  sold  on  the  spot  on  the  basis  of 
4s.  6d.  per  lb.  for  oil  containing  70  to  75  per  cent,  of 
cinnamic  aldehyde.  After  this  transaction  holders  raised 
their  price  to  5s.  per  lb.  for  this  quality,  and  since  then  a 
small  business  has  been  done  at  that  figure,  the  closing 
quotation  being  5s.  3d.  per  lb.  Star-anise  oil  unchanged,  at 
6s.  2d.  to  6s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Opium. — A  fairly  satisfactory,  if  not  very  large  business 
has  been  done  in  London  in  Druggists'  ana  Mamifacturing 
opium.  There  is  no  change  in  the  quotations,  which  may 
still  be  giver  as  from  7s.  9d.  to  3d.  6d.  per  lb.  for  Good  to 
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fine;  and  from  7s.  to  7s.  6d.  for  Druggists'  seconds. 
Soft- shipping  opium  is  not  very  plentiful,  and  firmly  held  at 
from  10s.  6d.  to  lis.  6d.  per  lb.  Fine  Persian  opium  is 
quoted  at  full  prices— viz  ,  from  12s.  6d.  to  12s.  9d.  per  lb. 
Ordinary  grades  can  be  had  at  lis.  per  lb.  A  Smyrna 
correspondent  writes,  under  dale  of  July  5: — "Complete 
quietness  continues  to  prevail,  buyers  being  generally  of 
opinion  that  prices  are  bound  to  give  way,  for  which  reason 
they  at  present  keep  out  of  the  market.  There  is,  however, 
a  small  party  of  tenacious  holders,  who  seem  to  be  born 
pessimists,  and  who,  not  content  wiDh  demanding  exceedingly 
high  prices  for  their  own  opium,  are  going  about  in  the 
markets  in  the  interior  trying  to  advance  prices,  in  the  hope 
that  others  will  be  compelled  to  follow  their  example. 
These  holders  have  miscalculated  the  position  entirely,  for  if 
they  had  only  followed  the  markets  closely  during  the  last 
three  months  they  would  now  have  sold  out  their  old  stock 
completely,  and  would  have  been  able  to  enter  upon  the  new 
campaign  with  unfettered  hands.  It  is  possible  that  by 
their  persistent  action  this  little  party  may  contrive  to  keep 
the  price  stationary  for  a  few  more  days,  but  as  soon  as  the 
new  opium  is  beginning  to  change  hands  freely  there  must 
be  a  disastrous  collapse  in  the  value  of  the  old  crop.  That 
moment  is  now  very  near,  for  the  arrivals  of  the  new 
opium  are  very  important,  being  to-day  567  packages,  against 
213  at  the  same  date  of  1894.  The  harvest,  as  is  now  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands,  will  yield  a  phenomenal  result,  the 
gathering  of  the  crop  haviDg  been  favoured  by  north 
winds,  which  have  much  increased  the  flow  of  the  juice. 
Moreover,  the  Dutch  Government  have  declared  that  they 
will  only  purchase  100  cases  of  opium  this  season,  whereas 
last  year  they  bought  700  cases.  During  the  week  ending 
to-day  no  business  whatever  has  been  done."  In  1894 
there  were  exported  from  Smyrna  (according  to  the  official 
statistics)  3,826  cases  of  opium  of  a  value  of  286.350Z. 
Of  this  quantity  874  cases  went  to  Great  Britain,  1,764  to 
the  United  States.  177  to  France,  104  to  Austria,  55  to  Italy, 
623  to  Holland,  30  to  Germany,  145  to  Spain  and  Portugal, 
27  each  to  Turkey  and  Belgium. 

Otto  of  Rose — The  prices  of  the  new  otto  have  not  yet 
been  fixed. 

Potash  Salts. — Although  the  competition  among  the 
manufacturers  and  second-hand  dealers  in  Permanganate 
still  continues,  it  seems  to  be  rather  less  fierce  just  now  than 
it  has  been  lately.  Quotations  for  small  crystals  vary  from 
52s.  Qd.  to  55s.  per  cwt.,  but  the  holders  who  are  offering  at 
the  first-named  price  say  that  they  are  full  of  orders  at 
present.  In  10-cwt.  lots  small  crystals  may  be  had  at  50s. 
per  cwt.  ;  large  crystals  are  quoted  5s.  higher  all  round. 
Yellow  prussiate  slightly  firmer,  foreign  being  now  held  at 
S^d.  per  lb. 

Quicksilver  — There  is  no  alteration  in  the  first-hand 
price,  which  remains  11.  5s.  per  bottle.  In  second-hand, 
however,  the  aiticle  is  slightly  easier  and  might  be  had  at 
11.  4s. 

Quinine. — The  only  business  reported  this  week  is  a  sale 
of  a  few  thousand  oz.  of  Auerbach  brand  in  bulk  at  12§d. 
per  oz.  for  second-hand.  The  imports  of  quinine  and  cin- 
chona into  the  United  States  during  the  period  of  ten  months, 
from  June  1  to  April  30  last,  are  given  as  follows : — 


1893-1894 

1894-1895 

Cinchona-bark 

..  lbs. 

2,055,579 

1,554,845 

Quinine  and  other  cinchona  salts 

. .  lbs. 

2,042,714 

1,233,512 

Scammony-root  is  very  firmly  held,  at  36s.  to  37s.  per 
cwt.  Scammony  resin  is  scarce,  at  high  prices — viz.,  23s.  to 
25s.  per  lb.  Second  and  ordinary  grades,  however,  are 
neglected  at  nominal  rates,  from  18s.  down  to  10s.  per  lb. 

Senega-root  is  offering  very  cheaply,  and  it  would  seem 
that  there  is  some  idea  in  America  that  prices  will  shortly 
advance. 

Shellac. — No  auctions  have  been  held  this  week,  and 
there  has  been  scarcely  any  business  since  our  last  report. 
The  spot  price  of  fair  orange  TN  is  nominally  124s.,  and  of 
garnet  AC  104s.  per  cwt.  For  August  delivery  orange  TN 
is  quoted  at  128s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  The  market  closes  steady,  with 
little  or  no  business  in  any  position. 


Soda  Crystals  dull  of  sale,  at  from  35s.  to  37s.  6d.  ex  ship 
or  wharf  in  London,  according  to  packing.  On  the  Tyne  the 
price  is  35s.,  f.o.b. 

Spices  — Mace  keeps  quiet,  but  is  unchanged.  Zanzibar 
cloves  are  very  dull  of  sale  on  the  spot:  fine  quality  was 
bought  in  at  auction  on  Wednesday  at  3±d.  per  lb.  For 
delivery  the  market  is  about  }d.  per  lb.  lower  on  the  week, 
sales  having  been  made  at  2§jJ«2.  per  lb.,  while  2§d.  per  lb. 
would  now  be  accepted  for  August- October  delivery.  Cassia 
lignea,  Chillies,  and  Capsicums  are  quiet :  no  sales  were 
effected  at  auction.  Cochin  Ginger  is  steady,  with  sales  at 
34s.  to  34s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  bold  washed  rough,  46s.  per  cwt. 
for  fair  brown  native  cut,  and  65s.  per  cwt.  for  dull  A  cut. 
Jamaica,  however,  is  from  Is.  Qd.  to  2s.  6(2.  per  cwt.  lower : 
fair  washed,  70s.  Qd.  to  73s.  Qd. ;  dull  to  medium  washed, 
60s.  Qd.  to  68s. ;  common  dark  and  lean,  50s.  to  60s.  per  cwt. 

Strophanthus.— The  exports  of  strophanthus-seed  from 
Zomba  (British  Central  Africa)  amounted  to  2,311  lbs.  (value 
279Z.)  in  1893,  and  to  7,939  lbs.  (value  5572.)  in  1894.  This 
is  the  green,  or  Kombe,  variety. 

Sugar  of  Milk. — Very  scarce.  For  some  of  the  German 
brands  57s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  is  required  on  the  spot,  but  good 
Swiss  sugar  of  milk  may  yet  be  had  second-hand  at  52s.  Gd» 
per  cwt. 

Tonca  Beans. — The  Venturer  has  lately  arrived  in  New 
York  from  Ciudad  Bolivar  (Venezuela)  with  14,000  lbs.  new 
crop  beans,  and  advices  to  hand  state  that  the  entire  crop  is 
estimated  at  40,000  lbs.  It  is  generally  conceded  that  the 
crop  will  be  very  small,  but  there  is  no  positive  confirmation 
of  the  above  estimate.  Only  one-half  of  the  arrival  in 
question  is  on  the  American  market,  and  the  limit  is  $1.75- 
per  lb. ;  when  this  lot  is  sold  a  higher  price  will  be  asked 
for  the  balance. 


CJ)t  Jmss  on  th  |)ois0nhicf  €nsz. 

COMMENTING  on  the  Strychnine  for  Phenacetin  cases  at 
Birmingham,  the  Daily)Ntws  remarks : — "It  is  most 
strange  that  the  medical  attendant  of  the  old  lady  who  was 
first  poisoned  certified  for  death  from  natural  causes,  although 
bis  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  she  had  succumbed' 
so  soon  after  taking  the  so-called  phenacetin.  An  analysis 
of  the  powder  would  have  shown  that  she  had  swallowed 
about  four  times  the  quantity  of  a  minimum  fatal  dose." 

The  Globe  says : — "  The  Birmingham  cases  point  to  a 
danger  from  which  no  regulation  will  protect  the  public  in 
the  absence  of  the  strictest  care  and  attention  on  the  part- 
of  everyone  concerned  in  the  putting  up  of  toxic  drugs- 
It  is  to  comparatively  little  purpose  that  the  law,  with 
the  tenderest  and  most  conscientious  solicitude  for  the 
public  safety,  provides  that  the  gentlemen  who  dispense 
drugs  behind  a  chemist's  counter  shall  have  previously  been 
submitted  to  a  test  which  ensures  a  competent  knowledge^ 
on  their  part  of  the  materials  thej,  mingle  and  purvey,  if  a 
daily  familiarity  on  the  part  of  the  wholesale  druggist,  not- 
necessarily  a  qualified  man  at  all,  with  the  most  deadly 
drugs  is  allowed  to  breed  the  naturally  consequent  careless- 
ness and  contempt  which  leads  to  a  light-hearted  labelling: 
of  strychnine  as  phenacetin  and  vice  versa.  The  fact  that 
a  retail  chemist  deals  with  '  wholesale  chemists  of  repute '  is 
a  small  consolation  to  the  customer  who,  discovering  that- 
on  asking  for  a  beneficent  pharmaceutical  discovery  to  re- 
lieve the  pangs  of  a  racking  head,  he  is  supplied  with  a 
powder  which  leaves  him  struggling  in  the  agonies  of  death 
in  about  twenty  minutes." 

The  Birmingham  Post  observes : — "  The  censure  implied 
by  the  verdict  may  be  thought  an  inadequate  penalty  for 
causing  the  loss  of  two  lives,  but  it  is  the  only  one  the  cir- 
cumstances admit  of,  unless  we  are  prepared  to  argue  that- 
the  fatal  blunder  was  committed  of  malice  aforethought." 

And  the  Birmingham  Gazette  says  that  "  although  Law's; 
carelessness  was  the  primary  cause  of  the  fatality  to  Mr. 
Harrop,  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  prompt  remedial 
measures  ought  to  have  been  adopted  with  a  view  to  counter- 
acting the  effects  of  the  drug.  If  such  a  course  of  conduct 
would  have  been  contrary  to  the  professional  etiquette  of 
Mr.  Brown,  then.we  can  only  say  that  professional  etiquette 
might  have  been  stretched  a  little.  Conformity  to  its  rules 
in  the  present  instance  has  proved  to  be  anything  but 
beneficial." 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

in  letters  for  publication  correspondent}  are  requested  to  express  their  Hews 

as  concisely  as  possible. 
Correspondents  should  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and  devote  a 

separate  piece  of  paper  to  each  subject  of  inquiry, 
tht  name  and  address  of  the  writer  should  accompany  all  communicator  s, 

vith,  if  desired,  a  distinctive  nom-de-plume. 


Poor-law  Dispenserships. 

Sir—  I  was  greatly  surprised  to  see  in  your  valuable 
journal  an  account  of  the  resolution  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  adopted  at  their  meeting  held  on  Wednesday,  July  3, 
respecting  poor-law  dispenserships.  I  see  they  are  going  to 
try  and  exclude  persons  holding  what  has  been  always  con- 
sidered the  proper  necessary  qualification— namely,  the  one 
sanctioned  by  the  Apothecaries'  Society,  London.  As  a 
•holder  of  that  certificate,  I  consider  myself  quite  as  eligible 
as  those  with  the  Minor  pharmaceutical,  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  majority  of  persons  with  that  qualification 
would  be  found  quite  as  competent  as  perhaps  not  a  few  of 
■our  "  Phar.  Minors "  Perhaps  these  valuable  and  enter- 
prising members  that  are  trying  to  take  away  our  legitimate 
work,  if  successful,  will  find  us  some  other  employment.  I 
should  imagine,  however,  that  the  "  Apoth.  Society"  will 
•come  to  the  front  and  defend  its  members  from  any  such 
.presumption.  I  am,  respectfully  yours, 

July  15.  Audi  Alteram  Partem.  (98/67.) 


Sir, — In  these  days  of  keen  competition  it  is  usual  to  see 
one  class  of  men  pitted  against  another  ;  but  is  it  not  cruel 
when  a  powerful  society  is  doing  its  utmost  to  injure  an 
-equally  useful,  though  smaller  and  comparatively  powerless, 
body  of  men  1  I  allude  to  the  action  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  in  the  matter  of  the  poor-law  dispenserships.  As 
an  assistant  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society,  London,  who  with 
others,  by  the  recent  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
is  eligible  for  such  an  office,  I  earnestly  protest  against  the 
action  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  their  endeavour  to 
get  this  order  rescinded.  I  also  trust  the  Apothecaries' 
Society  will  be  up  and  doing,  so  as  to  prevent  injury  being 
done  to  their  assistants.  There  is,  however,  a  consolation 
in  feeling  that  the  new  Board  will  not  repeal  the  order  of 
their  predecessors  simply  upon  the  application  of  one  Society, 
albeit  an  important  one,  the  request  evidently  being  in  the 
interests  of  one  class  of  men  only. 

If  qualified  dispensers  are  not  to  have  such  posts  as  the 
above— and  in  the  face  of  the  dispenser's  legal  certificate  it 
is  simply  arrogance  to  assert  that  the  "  Minors  "  are  the  only 
men  who  should  hold  them — I  would  ask,  What  are  they  to 
■do  ?  Probably  they  would  be  offered  such  posts  as  errand- 
boys  and  bottle-washers.  They  are  debarred  by  the  Poisons 
Act  from  dispensing  in  a  chemist's  shop,  thanks  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  now  the  same  Society  would 
further  handicap  them, 

That  the  P.S.  is  useful  and  valuable  no  one  will  deny,  but 
its  chief  failing — or,  at  any  rate,  that  of  the  Council — seems 
to  be  that  they  consider  themselves  omnipotent  and  om- 
niscient. One  of  these  councillors,  at  their  meeting  on 
July  3,  said,  "  How  superior  the  Minor  qualification  is  to 
~that  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society  !  "  Superior,  forsooth  ! 
But  in  whose  eje3?  Doubtless  to  the  Society  itself,  but 
surely  not  to  the  general  public,  to  whom  one  qualified  man 
is  as  good  as  another.  Of  course,  I  am  speaking  of  dis- 
pensers and  of  chemists  as  such.  It  appears  that  the 
feeling  of  superiority  is  not  confined  to  the  Council  alone, 
but  pervades  the  Society  itself,  judging  from  the  tone  of 
your  correspondent  "  Ne  Sutor  Ultra  Crepidam,"  of  July  6, 
who  seems  to  think  that  pharmaceutical  men  are,  or  should 
be,  the  dispensers  of  the  country.    What  presumption  ! 

In  conclusion,  let  me  impress  upon  the  P  S.  that  its 


members  are  not  the  only  qcalified  dispensers,  either  in 
point  of  law  or  efficiency ;  tl  at  there  are  as  capable  dis- 
pensers given  to  the  public  from  Apothecaries'  Hall,  London, 
and  doubtless  also  from  Apothecaries'  Hall,  Ireland,  as  from 
Bloomsbury  Square  ;  and  that  the  "  sick  poor  "  are  as  safe 
in  the  hands  of  these  men  as  with  "  Minors."  Let  the 
Society  keep  to  its  own  public  dispensing-counters,  and  not 
try  to  oust  qualified  dispensers  from  their  legitimate  posts 
such  as  above  ;  and,  finally,  I  would  ask  these  gentlemen  of 
the  Council,  Are  they  doing  uuto  others  that  which  they 
would  wish  done  unto  themselves  ? 

Yours  truly, 

July  17.  Apothecaries'  Hall.  (100/26.) 


Sponges. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  reported  prohibition  by  the 
Turkish  Government  of  the  use  of  the  diving-apparatus.we  have 
it  on  the  highest  authority  that  no  attempt  will  be  made  this 
season  to  interfere  with  the  fishermen. 

For  many  years  it  has  been  pointed  out  to  the  Turkish  and 
Greek  Governments  that,  in  consequence  of  indiscriminate 
fishing,  the  supply  of  all  the  better  classes  of  Mediterranean 
sponges  has  deteriorated. 

From  our  experience,  we  do  not  believe  that  either  the 
Turkish  or  Greek  Governments  have  the  will  or  power  to 
carry  out  any  edict  such  as  would  be  required  for  regu- 
lating fisheries  extending  through  the  entire  Mediterranean 
Sea. 

45  and  46  Houndsditch,       Yours  faithfully, 

July  15.         Henry  Marks  &  Sons  (Limited). 


Women-pharmacists  in  Switzerland. 

Sir, — Referring  to  a  notice,  in  the  Foreign  and  Colonial 
column,  in  the  last  issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
concerning  the  opening  of  a  new  pharmacy  at  Zurich  by 
Mme.  Hanser,  I  wish  to  state  that  Mme.  Hauser  is  neither  a 
qualified  chemist,  nor  has  she  opened  a  new  pharmacy, 
female  chemists  being  unknown  in  Switzerland.  Mme. 
Hauser  has  only  received  permission  from  the  Government 
to  carry  on  her  lately- deceased  husband's  shop,  under 
management  of  a  qualified  pharmacist,  until  her  son  has 
graduated  in  pharmacy.  This  exceptional  permission  is  in 
reality  illegal,  and  was  only  extended  to  Mme.  Hauser 
because  her  son  is  nearly  old  enough  to  take  his  degree  and 
succeed  to  his  father's  business.  In  most  cantons  of 
Switzerland  a  pharmacy  can  only  be  managed  and  exploited 
by  its  proprietor — an  excellent  law  to  prevent  the  abasement 
of  pharmaceutical  art  to  a  mere  trade. 

Yours  truly, 

Pharmacy  Rapp,  Lucerne,  M.  Panian. 

July  14. 


"Wanted,  An  Explanation. 

Sir, — I  observe  from  your  report  of  the  last  Pharmaceutical 
Council  meeting  that  the  special  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  research  trouble  felt  "  that  some  disadvan- 
tage had  arisen,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Council,  as  a 
whole,  had  not  been  kept  continuously  informed  of  the  work 
going  on.  For  this  reason  the  committee  recommended 
that  the  Director  of  the  Laboratory  attend  the  meetings  of 
the  Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House  Committee,  as  a 
part  of  his  duties,  and  that  the  Research  Committee  be 
instructed  to  report  to  the  Council  twice  a  year."  The  same 
report  states  that  the  Council  on  March  7,  1891,  passed  a 
resolution  to  the  effect—"  That  the  direction  of  the  labora- 
tory be  in  future  one  of  the  regular  duties  of  the  professor 
of  chemistry,  the  general  control  being  vested,  as  heretofore, 
in  a  committee  to  be  appointed  annually  by  the  Council." 
There  is  an  important  omission  from  the  latter  quotation,  as 
the  Research  Committee  at  that  time  recommended  that  the 
Director  of  the  Research  "  Should  take  his  authority  and 
receive  his  instructions  from  the  Council,  and  not,  as  hitherto, 
from  the  committee."  Why  has  this  not  been  acted  upon 
during  the  past  four  years  ?  Yours  truly, 

M.  P.  S.  (98/70.) 
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Shop-hours  Early-closing. 

Sib, — I  have  been  a  great  deal  surprised  that  the  Early- 
closiDg  Bill  has  cot  been  strongly  protested  against  by 
chemists  and  by  tradesmen  generally.  Of  course,  from  an 
assistant's  point  of  view,  it  is  a  move  in  the  right  direction  ; 
but,  then,  many  who  are  now  assistants  may  some  time  or 
other  become  masters  and  working  for  themselves,  and  may 
look  upon  things  in  a  very  different  way.  For  my  own  part, 
I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  the  Bill  become  law.  It  would 
not  be  a  pleasant  thing  for  a  chemist  or  any  other  trades- 
man to  have  a  policeman  walk  into  his  shop  and  leave 
a  summons  for  doing  what  every  Englishman  should  have 
perfect  liberty  to  do— viz  ,  keep  his  shop  open.  Further,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  a  chemist's  shop  should  alway3  be  open, 
except  at  night,  and  even  on  Sunday  facilities  should  be 
given  for  the  public  to  get  what  they  want  in  emergencies. 

It  would  be  not  only  an  ic convenience  to  the  general 
public,  but  to  the  chemist  or  tradesman  himself.  If  as- 
sistants are  employed,  by  all  means  let  the  master  give  them 
half  a  day  a  week  and  all  Bank  holidays,  but  he  should  stay 
at  home  and  attend  to  business  himself ;  and,  as  a  master, 
I  strongly  object  to  being  coerced  in  the  matter  of  closing, 
as  in  these  times  of  trade  depression  and  keen  competition 
a  man  needs  all  he  can  make  to  meet  his  expenses. 

Yours  faithfully, 
July  16.  Struggler.    (98/35  ) 


The  Chemist's  Co-operative  Society  (Limited). 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  July  6  you  stated  that  the  offices 
of  this  company  were  removed  to  "2  New  Court,  Carey 
Street,  W.C."  I  beg  to  say  that  such  is  not  the  case, 
but  that  the  registered  office  is  as  below.  Will  you  kindly 
correct  that  statement  in  your  next  issue,  and  oblige, 
Yours  faithfully, 

J.  Wbllesley  Douglas, 
Talbot  House,  9  Arundel  Street,  Secretary. 
Strand,  W.C,  July  15. 

[The  statement  that  the  company  had  removed  to  New 
Court  was  made  to  us  by  the  managing  director,  Mr.  Jessop, 
and  it  was,  we  believe,  correct  at  the  time. — Ed.  C.  3f  />.] 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


Correspondents  should  consult  "The  Art  of  Dispensing"  in  regard  to  dis- 
pensing difficulties.  Difficulties  not  explained  therein  may  be  sent  to  the 
Editor,  who  invites  a  general  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  under- 
mentioned topics. 


Unusual  Ingredients. 

90/6.  T.  W.  L.  wishes  to  know  what  the  first  ingredient 
in  the  following  pills  is  : — 

Tetra-methyl-ammonii  iodidi  (Squire's) . .  gr.  iv. 

Beta-naphthol         . .       . .       . .       . .  gr.  ij. 

OafEein.  di-iodo-hydriodidi . .       . .       . .  gr.  ij. 

M.   Ft.  pil.  min.,  &c. 

[Are  you  quite  certain  this  is  correct  ?  The  ethyl  com- 
pound has  been  used,  and  we  have  seen  a  note  to  the  effect 
that  it  is  not  to  be  mistaken  for  the  methyl,  which  is  a 
dangerous  poison,  akin  to  curare.  Glycerine  of  tragacanth 
would  be  a  suitable  excipient  ] 


Senega  and  Pot.  Bicaib, 

92/5.  Senega;  says  : — "  The  following  has  been  dispensed 
by  different  assistants  in  the  same  establishment ;  in  the  one 
case  the  mixture  was  brown,  im  the  other  red.  What  is  the 
reason  for  the  change  in  appearance  ? — 


Pot.  bicarb   3j. 

Tr.  scillse  •   3iij. 

Spirit,  asther.  nit.    3iij. 

Inf.  senega?  recenL.  ad   3vj. 

M.S.A." 


[We  have  tried  it,  atd  obtain  a  brown  mixture  darker 


than  simple  inf.  senegas.  The  colour  is  much  darker  if 
dispensing- solution  of  potass,  bicarb,  is  used,  as  the  solution 
generally  contains  some  carbonate.  The  action  of  the  alkali 
upon  the  senega  is  the  cause  of  the  darkening.  We  cannot 
explain  the  red  mixture.] 


Spirit.  Chlorof.  Co. 

Sir. — The  above  ingredient  (sp.  chlor.  co.)  has  beera 
ordered  by  a  doctor  here  (Colwyn  Bay),  and  I,  being  doubt- 
ful, asked  the  doctor  which  prepara'ion  (spirit,  chlor.  or 
tr.  chlor.  co.)  I  must  dispense.  He  said  he  meant  the  tinct. 
chlorof.  co.  This  is  rather  different  from  your  comment  or* 
case  quoted  by  "  Codex"  in  last  week's  issue. 

Yours  truly, 

Ginger.  (98/72.). 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


Immediate  information  on  pharmaco-legal  matters  is  available  in  "  PS«7-?mec|» 
and  Poison  Laws  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  Alpe's  "Handy-book  of 
Medicine-stamp  Duty"  and  The  Chemists'  and  Dbuggists'  Bjaby. 


96/18.  Dubious. — The  label  you  send  us  stating  that  your 
seidlitz  powders  are  made  "  from  an  improved  and  original 
recipe,  and  not  according  to  the  British  Pharmacopceia/'" 
would  protect  you,  we  should  think,  in  selling  such  powders 
not  strictly  corresponding  with  the  Pharmacopoeia  require- 
ments. 


96/67.  Chemist. — The  unqualified  person  who  keeps  an 
open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons  is  liable  to  a  penalty  even 
though  he  should  employ  a  qualified  person  to  sell  the  poisons. 
The  qualified  person  is  not  liable  to  a  penalty  in  such  a  case. 


96/54.  Index — You  must  wait  for  the  maker  to  sue  yon 
and  then  you  must  defend  yourself  by  convincing  the  Court 
if  jou  can,  that  the  conditions  of  the  contract  have  not  been 
fulfilled  by  the  plaintiff. 


100/54.  O.  T. «/;— We  should  think  you  are  liable  for  the 
seltzogene  which  broke  when  you  charged  it  unless  you  can 
prove  that  it  was  faulty  when  it  was  sent  to  you. 


97/56.  J.  T.  E — An  aqueous  liquid  extract  of  a  single 
ding  is  not  subject  to  medicine-stamp  duty.  But  the  Board 
of  Inland  Revenue  consider  that  the  addition  of  any  alcohol 
or  other  matter  makes  it  a  compound  drug.  It  may  then 
become  liable. 


100/43.  Old  Subscriber. — We  presume  you  were  registered 
at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  as  an  as- 
sistant entitled  to  present  yourself  for  the  Modified  examina- 
tion. There  was  no  other  registration  for  assistants.  Unless 
you  have  since  passed  that  examination  you  are  not  legally 
justified  in  selling  poisons. 


74/28.  Case  ar  ilia. —(1)  What  do  you  want  the  cream' 
for  2  (2)  The  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  is  not  likely  to 
sanction  the  use  of  methylated  spirit  in  making  iodine 
liniment.  Retailers  have  been  fined  for  so  using  it.  (3) 
If  you  have  a  methylated-spirit  licence,  you  may  sell  the 
spirit  pure,  whether  ordered  in  prescription  or  not ;  but 
if  it  is  compounded  as  part  of  a  medicine,  that  is  a  different 
matter,  and  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue 
must  be  obtained.  We  are  surprised  that  you  have  not 
acquainted  yourself  with  the  elementary  points  in  spirit- 
law  administration,  as  mentioned  on  page  212  of  the  1895< 
Diarv. 


95/59.  R  — What  is  illegal  for  the  chemist  is  illegal  for 
the  grocer.  We  do  not  think  it  would  be  illegal  for  either 
to  call  at  a  house  for  orders  and  take  one  for  a  stamped 
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medicine  and  deliver  the  same.  Bat  we  should  say  it  would 
be  illegal  to  take  round  a  cart  with  a  stock  and  sell  any 
which  might  be  wanted  at  the  customer's  door. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


Back  numberi  containing  formulae  educational  or  other  specific  information 

can  be  obtained  from  the  Publisher. 
ilT.fi. —  We  destroy  anonymous  letteri.    We  do  not  answer  queries  of  the  kind 

here  dealt  with  by  post.    We  ask  that  separate  queries  shall  be  written  on 

separate  sheets  of  paper. 


61/34.  J.  W.  S. — We  are  informed  that  the  book  is  out 
of  print. 


86/63.  L  B.  P. — Lotions  to  Remove  Pain  and  Swell- 
ing Caused  by  Bee  stings  generally  consist  of  bicarbonate 
of  soda,  borax,  or  ammonia.  The  following  makes  a  very 
■efficient  and  pleasant  lotion  : — 

Sodte  bicarb.  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  39- 

Aq.  coloniensis  . .  . .  . .  . .  3  j. 

Aq.  camph.  ad  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Sxx. 

Solve. 


84/22.  T.  T.  (Leicester)  —  Perfumed  Ammonia  for 
smelling-bottles  : — 

01.  bergamot   3ij. 

.,  caroypli.       ..       ..       ..       ..       ...  3j. 

,,  lavand.        ..       ..       ..       ..  31  j . 

„  ciunam.       ..      ..       ..       ..  .. 

Otto  rosoe  . .    Tn.x. 

Ess.  moschi        ..       ..       ..       ..       ..  3ij. 

Liq.  animon.  alcohol.    ..       ..       ..       ..  Jviij. 

M. 

'Fill  the  bottles  with  pieces  of  sponge,  and  moisten  with  this  solution. 


85/30.  Statim — We  have  never  examined  the  Smoke- 
ferrets  you  name.  We  have  seen  them  made  by  soaking 
rolled  cotton-wool  in  solution  of  nitre  and  cayenne  pepper, 
drying,  and  rolling  into  a  cylindrical  shape.  For  use  they 
are  lighted  and  inserted  in  the  rabbit-runs. 


83/69.  Carnation. — We  have  not  seen  the  Staining  Fluid 
for  Making  Green  Carnations,  but  understand  it  is  a 
solution  of  a  green  aniline  dye,  such  as  malachite  green. 


85/41.  G — (1)  We  do  not  quite  grasp  your  meaning. 
Would  a  toilet-cream  containing  glycerine  answer  your  pur- 
pose 1  (2)  Are  you  not  thinking  of  an  improvement  on 
tragacanth  excipient  we  once  suggested,  containing  a  little 
powdered  acacia  1 


90/ L6.  A.  S. — There  is  nothing  added  To  Thicken  Cream 
as  sold  in  6d.  and  1.$.  pots.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  tem- 
perature. Stand  the  pots  on  trays  of  hot  water,  until  heated 
through  and  the  cream  thickens  ;  then  cover,  and  keep  in  a 
cool  place. 


91/45  Cortex. — You  might  prepare  a  Solution  of  the 
Acetic  Extract  of  Ipecacuanha  for  Hospital  Use,  to  take 
the  place  of  the  vinum,  by  using  chloroform-water,  with  the 
addition  of  1  oz  of  rectified  spirit  to  each  pint.  In  Label- 
ling Stock  bottles,  use  paste  ;  when  dry,  cover  with  a  size 
of  gelatine  dissolved  in  water,  being  careful  to  apply 
slightly  beyond  the  margin  of  the  labels.  After  twelve 
hours,  varnish  with  copal  varnish.  One  so  treated  has  been 
in  use  for  about  four  years  for  sol.  ammon.  carb.,  and  is  still 
decent ;  spirit,  ammon.  aromat.  would  be  a  more  difficult 
matter.  See  also  page  876,  June  23,  1894.  For  Dental 
Amalgam  see  page  877  of  same  issue.  Any  substance,  or 
coin,  containing  silver,  if  riled  down  and  mixed  with  mer- 
cu;y,  is  suitable.  The  presence  of  copper  or  tin  is  rather  an 
advantage  than  otherwise. 


95/26.  Boron. — See  answer  to  "  Dispenser,"  page  73, 
July  13,  1895. 


90/21.  Chemicus — We  fail  to  trace  the  formula  you 
ask  for  for  Painless  Extraction  of  Teeth.  This  you  will 
find  useful,  and  what  you  may  have  in  mind,  as  a  local 
ansesthetic : — 


CocaiD.  pur   gr.  v. 

Menthol   3SS- 

Ol.  caryophyl.    ..       ..       ..  • .  3l- 

/Ether  ad    3iv. 

M.  et  solve. 


To  be  carefully  brushed  round  the  tooth  and  edge  of  gum  befo 
extracting. 


91/48.  Beans  wishes  to  know  if  Permanganate  of  Potash 
would  be  Poisonous  to  Cattle  if  thrown  into  a  stagnant 
pond  in  sufficient  quantity  to  deodorise  it.  There  would 
be  danger  from  such  a'  water  as  you  mention  if  drunk  by 
cattle,  whether  treated  with  permanganate  or  not ;  the 
addition  of  a  small  quantity  of  permanganate  to  drinking- 
water  is  not  in  itself  dangerous. 


240/90.  D.  H.  What  Liquor  Peruvii  may  consist  of 
we  do  not  know.  Perhaps  some  of  our  correspondents  may 
be  able  to  say  if  there  is  a  proprietary  medicine  of  that 
name  and  where  obtainable?  A  combination  of  balsam  of 
Peru,  borax,  carbonate  of  soda,  and  glycerine  with  carbolic 
acid  is  largely  used  in  America ;  perhaps  this  is  what  is 
meant.    This  would  be  a  useful  formula  : — 


Bals.  Peruvian   3'i- 

Sodse  carbonat   3i- 

Glycerin,  boracis        ..       ..       ..       . .  3j. 

„      carboliei    3iv- 

Aquas  ad   3xk. 

M. 


Rub  the  soda  carbonate  to  powder,  add  the  glycerine  of  boras,  then 
gradually  the  balsam,  next  glycerine  of  carbolic  acid  and  water,  and  filter. 


96/12.  Q.  D.  Coy— We  do  not  think  the  question  a  suit- 
able one  for  this  paper. 


92/14.  Ruby  has  just  fitted  up  a  dark-room  and  wants  to 
know  how  he  shall  make  it  known.  (1)  Sand  round  word 
to  the  photographic  papers,  and  ask  Photography  to 
insert  your  name  in  the  list  published  in  their  Annual.  If 
you  deal  with  Fallowfield  he  will  insert  your  name  in  the 
list  at  the  end  of  his  catalogue.  The  Amateur  Photo- 
grapher, for  a  small  fee,  insert  notices  of  dark-rooms 
weekly.  (2)  The  Charges  for  Use  of  Dark-rooms  depend 
on  circumstances.  It  is  policy  to  let  customers  change 
plates  gratis ;  for  developing  it  is  usual  to  charge  Is.  an  hour, 
Is.  being  the  minimum  charge— this  includes  hypo  solution, 
but  not  developer.  (3)  Prices  to  Charge  for  Various 
Solutions  are  determined  by  reckoning  retail-price  of 
ingredients  plus  the  package,  with  about  half  as  much 
again  for  making  up.  There  is  no  hard-and-fast  rule  ;  bat 
you  will  understand  that  dispensing-charges  do  not  rule  in 
making  up  photographic  solutions.  Give  your  customers  to 
understand  that  you  use  only  distilled  water  and  make  up 
with  absolute  accuracy  ;  they  will  then  not  bicker  about  your 
charges.  (4)  To  Remove  Pyro-stains  from  the  hands  use 
a  solution  of  potass,  ferricyanide  (1  to  20). 


93/26.  W.  B.  Ball.— We  do  not  know  what  "  seise  spirit 
and  spirit  van  royal,  extensively  used  by  bicycle-makers," 
are,  nor  can  we  obtain  any  information  from  some  leading 
cycle  firms  of  whom  we  inquired. 


95/31.  I.  E.  R.—(l~)  Kauri  (or  Cowdie)  Gum  is  a 
fossil  resin  used  in  making  varnishes.  It  is  imported  from 
New  Zaaland.  (2)  For  Mounting  Photographs  use  starch- 
paste,  made  by  heating  powdered  starch  1  oz.  with  10  oz. 
water,  or  one  of  the  mountants,  given  in  C.  8f  D.  xlvi.  page  765. 
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94/45.  J.  Pigott.—(X)  Emulsion  of  Cod- liver  Oil  with 
Hypophosphites  —  See  C.  3?  D.,  April  6,  1895,  page  485. 
(2)  Cheap  Cold- cream: — 

Cetacei    . .       . .      ....      . .      . Sj. 

Paraf.  dur.   ,       . .       , .    5 j. 

01.  nucis. .   ?x. 

Melt  and  add— 

Aquae  destill.     . .    . .  3x. 

01.  geranii    . .       . .  iqxx. 

„  bergam.        . .       . .       . .       . .       . .  itixx. 

With  constant  stirring. 


95/17.  Salol — Your  Powder  for  Preserving  Milk  has 
the  usual  composition  : — 


P.  ac.  boric. 
P.  boracis 


3j. 


92/25.  West. — Best  Books  upon  Fruit  and  other 
Essences. — For  perfumes,  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diaey,  1895  (3s.  Gd.).  or  "Atkinson's  Perfumes  and  their 
Preparation"  (E.  &  F.  N.  Spon,  12s.  6<f.) ;  for  aerated- 
waters,  &c,  "Stevenson  &  Howell's  Essences"  (2s.  6d). 
By  consulting  index  of  back  numbers  of  C.  %  B.  much  useful 
information  will  be  found  on  this  subject. 


94/6.  A.  E.  D. — To  Remove  Superfluous  Hairs  from 
the  Face  — See  under  "  Depilatory,"  page  361,  Diary.  1894. 
If  the  hairs  are  not  numerous,  extraction  siDgly  and  sharply 
with  a  pair  of  tweezeis,  then  painting  over  with  a  solution  of 
1  dr.  of  tannin  in  1  ob.  of  eau  de  Cologne,  is  efficient,  although 
rather  painful ;  or  electrolysis  might  be  tried. 


92/48.  Tarax. — A  Good  Salad-dressing. — See  Diary, 
1894,  page  377.  When  carefully  mixed  this  makes  a  prac- 
tically inseparable  dressing.  To  Clear  off  Blackbeetles, 
mix  equal  parts  of  either  borax,  calomel,  or  insect-powder 
■with  powdered  brown  sugar,  and  spriDkle  freely  about.  It 
is  at  present  impossible  to  prevent  their  coming  back  until 
the  cold  weather  stops  them. 


92/11.  Hydrarg.— Digestive  Pill,  not  Aperient,  and 
suitable  for  a  person  troubled  with  sleeplessness  and  flatulence 
after  dinner  :— 

Pepsin,  pur   . .  •  gr.  iij. 

Ext.  belladon  gr.  j 

„  nuc.  vomic.   gr.  J 

Pulv.  capsici  gr.  ss. 

M.   Ft.  pil. 
One  immediately  after  dinner. 

Chemists'  Recipe  Books.— "  Beasley's  Druggists'  Receipt 
Book,"  "  Cooley's  Cyclopaedia  of  Practical  Receipts,"  &c,  and 
"  Spon's  Workshop  Receipts";  recent  editions  of  all  these  are 
to  be  had.  In  the  back  numbers  of  C.  $  D.  most  of  the 
"up-to-date"  recipes  are  noticed,  while,  for  veterinary 
recipes  you  will  find  "  Veterinary  Counter-practice  "  invalu- 
able. 


92/13.  Inquirer. — To  Perfume  Oatmeal-powder  for 
Toilet  Use  add  2  oz.  powdered  orris-root  previously  rubbed 
up  with  about  2  dr.  of  any  good  triple  essence  of 
violets  to  every  pound  of  finest  and  dryest  oatmeal  obtain- 
able, pass  through  a  fine  sieve,  and  pack  in  suitable  boxes. 
Artificial  perfumes,  now  stocked  by  most  wholesale  houses, 
are  most  suitable  for  such  purposes.  They  may  be  obtained 
to  imitate  most  of  the  favourite  bouquets  and  are  both 
cheaper  and  go  farther.  When  exposed  to  the  air  they  are 
apt  to  change,  giving  off  tarry  odours,  which  render  them 
less  useful  for  the  handkerchief  than  for  soaps  or  toilet- 
powders. 


88/31.  P. — The  Medicines  for  Females  prescribed  by  a 
Certain  travelling  lady  doctor  seem  to  consist  of  what  arj 


called  "  eclectic "  remedies,  consisting  of  such  drugs  as 
hydrastis  canadensis,  hamamelis,  and  possibly  veratrum 
viride,  or  their  resinous  principles,  diluted  with  sugar  of 
milk.    We  cannot  undertake  a  complete  analysis  of  them. 


96/32.  Pen. — The  Hair-dye  consists  of  a  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver  with  excess  of  ammonia  and  a  little  sweet 
almond  oil — about  1  in  6  of  oil.    Try  this  : — 

Dissolve  argent,  nit.  3ss.  in  2  oz.  of  distilled  water,  add  sufficient  liq. 
ammonia?  to  dissolve  the  precipitate  first  formed,  and  until  the  solution 
smells  freely  of  ammonia ;  then  add  1  oz.  oil  of  almonds,  and  rose-water 
to  6  oz. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 


For  this  section  we  are  always  glad  to  receive  from  subscribers  brief  notes  on 
practical  subjects,  recipes  which  have  been  found  good  in  practice  or  which 
have  required  modification,  and  hints  or  fresh  ideas  on  any  pharma- 
ceutical or  trade  matter. 


If  R.  R.  Mill  (85/65)  wants  to  Mould  Sawdust,  there  is. 
is  a  short  article  on  it  in  Amateur  Work,  re-issue  February, 
1895  (price  6^.,  Ward,  Lock  &  Bowden,  20  Salisbury  Square, 
E.C.),  where  it  is  recommended  as  a  material  for  making 
mouldings  for  corners  of  picture  frames.  A  jelly-paste  is. 
made  of  equal  parts  of  rye- flour  and  glue,  then  equal  parts  of 
sawdust  and  common  wheat-flour  are  mixed,  and  to  every 
J  gallon  of  this  latter  mixture  h  cup  of  molasses  is  added. 
This  is  then  kneaded  into  a  very  stiff  paste  with  q.s.  jelly- 
paste.  Moulds  are  oiled  with  neatsfoot  oil,  and  this  dough 
is  pressed  into  all  parts,  tamping  it  down  smooth  with  a- 
roller  or  flat  piece  of  wood.  It  is  then  let  stand  twenty-four 
hours  in  a  dry  place,  then  taken  out,  oiled,  and  baked  in  a 
moderate  bread-heat  oven.  As  soon  as  the  moisture  is  out, 
however,  it  will  soon  burn,  so  the  oven  must  be  watched 
carefully.  E.  S.  V. 


Aq.  Menth.  Pip.  Cone. 

Sir, — I  venture  to  send  you  my  formula  for  aq.  menth. 
pip.  cone,  1  to  40,  as  I  note  that  you  have  not  one  by  you : — 

Aq.  Mexth.  Pip.  Coxcent.,  1  to  40. 

Olei  menth.  pip  3iv. 

Alcohol      . .       . .   .3]. 

Dissolve  and  add — 

Spirit,  vini  rect  Si  v. 

Shake  up  with — 

Kieselguhr  3j. 

Add  gradually — 

Aq.  dest  J  iij. 

Shake  at  intervals  for  three  days  ;  filter,  and  make  up  with  proof  spirit, 
if  necessary,  to  Iviij. 

Yours  very  truly, 
1  Cannon  Street,  Dover,  J.  F.  BROWN. 

July  13. 


Sympathetic  Blush. 

Referring  to  your  reply  81/49  to  "Phoenix,"  the  material 
is  probably  a  solution  of  alloxan.  Such  a  liquid  is  sold 
under  the  came  of  "Sympathetic  Blush,"  by  my  relative's 
firm  in  New  Bond  Street.  The  same  material  is  some- 
times used  "  to  improve  the  complexion  "  in  the  form  of  an 
ointment.  It  is  described  in  text-books  on  organic 
chemistry,  and  the  knowledge  of  it  is,  I  believe,  the  common 
property  of  the  drug-trade,  C.  H,  PiESSE. 

The  Surgery,  Gowan  Avenue,  Fulham. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  invites,  on  behalf  of  inquiring  subscribers,  postcard  replies  to  the 
following : — • 

94/40.    Maker  of  Viscosi. 

98/3.    Address  of  maker  of  Allen's  tic-pills. 


